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PREFACE. 



BY WILLIAM JAY. 



The scheme of sending our free colored population to 
Africa, prosecuted in the manner it is by the Coloniza* 
tion Society, and forwarded as it is by extraordinary and 
most reprehensible legislation, is exciting a disastrous 
influence on the prospects of the colored people, both 
bond and free, and is familiarizing the public mind with 
iigustice and cruelty. The following pages afford ample 
materials, drawn from the writings and speeches of the 
advocates of Hhis scheme, for learning its true origin and 
real purport. It will be seen •that the idea of banishing 
the free blacks sprang from the alarm caused by a slave 
insurrection ; and that, from first to last, the enterprise 
has been regarded as intimately connected with the secu- 
rity of the slaveholders and the permanency of human 
bondage. 

It is freely admitted that benevolent men of the north 

have cooperated in this effort, in the hope of benefiting 
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the unhappy people whom it was proposed to exile. In 
the pursuit of what appeared to them a good object, they 
seem not to have been duly scrupulous about the means 
used to effect it. 

It may be true, that some of the emigrants find in 
Liberia a comfortable asylum from American prejudice 
and oppression ; but it should be recollected that the very 
money expended in their transportation was collected by 
appeals powerfully tending to aggi^rate the sufferings 
of their brethren who are left behind. The whole drift 
of the constant stream of vituperation directed against 
our free colored people, as '^ a curse and a blight,'' is to 
encourage such a course of conduct toward them as shall 
extort their "consent'' to al)andon the land of their 
birth. 

The original, active, pervadmg principle of the Coloni- 
zation Society is, as Mr. Henry A. Wise, with more 
frankness than prudence, truly asserted, "friendship to 
THE BLAVEHOLDEBs." Nono are better acquainted with 
this cardinal principle of the colonization effort, nor more 
ready to avail themselves of it, than bur political aspi- 
rants. Hence Mr. Webster, in his famous 'and unhappy 
speech of 1850, himself aH officer of the society, offered 
the following magnificent bid for the presidency : — 

"If any gentleman from the south shall propose a 
scheme of colonization to be carried on by this govern- 
ment upon a large scale, for the transportation of the 
free colored people to any colony, or to any place in the 
tDorldf I should be quite disposed to incur almost any 
degree of expense to accomplish that object. There have 
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PREFACE. - V 

been received into the treasury of the United States 
eighty millions of dollars, the proceeds of the public lands 
ceded by Virginia, which have already been sold ; and 
if the residue shall be sold at the same rate, the whole 
will amount to two hundred hiluoks of dollars* 
Now, if Virginia or the south see fit to make any prop- 
osition to RELIEVE themselves from the burden of their 
free colored population, they have my free consent that 
this government should pay them, out of these proceeds^ 
ANT sum of money adequate to that end/' 

Here we have no idle professions of sympathy for the 
free blacks, subjected by our own prejudices and cruelty 
to poverty, ignorance, and degradation,* — no visionaryi 
but benevolent predictions of their regeneration, on being 
transferred from a land of Bibles and churches to the 
darkness and heathenism of Africa, — no sickly, puerile 
sentimentality about the diffusion of the arts and sciences 
and the light of Christianity throughout a benighted con- 
tinent, by, sending to H " a horde of miserably wretches '! 
— "of all classes of our population,^' to use the language 
of Mr. Olay, " the most vicious, who contaminated them- 
selves, extend their vices to all around them." • With a 
boldness and directness, of purpose well calculated to 
conciliate southern electors, he assumes that the free 
blacks are a burden to th^ slaveholders, and offers his 
aid to relieve them from it. He is ready to levy on the 
whole Union a tax of untold millions to transport this 
burden to any place in the wide world' they may select, as 
best securing them from its noxiousf influence. . 

"To Greenland, Zembla, or the* Lord knows where;? 
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Of ooime, as the remoral is to be effected by the federal 
gOTenunent on a large scale, with unliinited fimds at its 
eommand ; as the bnrdea is to be deposited whereyer the 
daTeholders please; and as they art lo fe refiiRwd^ the trans- 
portation offered by the Massachnsetts senator is'to be 
compulsory, rivalling in moral turpitude the expulsion of 
tiie Moors firom Spain and the Hngnenots from France. 
' The l^idation of both the free and slaye states has 
long been directed to rendering the condition of the fi«e 
blacks so intolerable as to coerce tiiem into exile. But 
these people, with great firmness and pertinacity, cleaye 
to thdr natiye land, and, in spite of their wrongs, are 
rising in edncation and respectability, and are attracting 
sympathy and friends. Their oppressors are now adopt- 
ing the policy of presenting to them the altematiye of 
exile or slayery. Yarioos are the laws now in operation, 
and new ones are forging, to convert the fi^e blacks into 
dayes. Until lately, laws of this description have been 
confined to the dave states. Illinois, in her late act for 
selling free negroes who come into her limits, has shown 
ns to what a height of yillany hatred to the free negro, 
nnited with friendship to the slaveholder, is capable of 
attaining ; for the very law thus perpetrating an accorsed 
outrage on free citizens, gniltiess of crime, accords to the 
daveholder the privil^e of driving his slave cofiSes over 
the soil of niinoisl Now, this hatred to the free negro, 
this frienddiip to the slaveholder, the Colonization Soci- 
ety has been actively engaged in fostering, from the day 
of its organization to the present hour. If the reader 
thinks tins assertion hardi and ni\jnst, he is entreated to 
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Study with deep attention the revelations made in this 
work. He will find that colonizationists have seduously 
endeavored to screen American slavery, as a system, from 
all imputation of moral guilt ; have been instant, in sea- 
son and out of season, in holding up the free negroes as 
most pernicious and dangerous nuisances; and have hailed 
with applause execrable laws, aggravating their oppres- 
sion, but accompanied with pecuniary appropriations for 
their banishment to Africa. Most truly may it be said, 
that. the tender mercies, of .this scheme are cruel ; for most 
cruel is the constant e£fort to excite hatred to the free 
negro, and a morbid apprehension of danger from his 
presence. Let the reader solemnly ask himself, even 
admitting a removal to Africa may be advantageous to 
some emigrants, how far a good end can sanctify unholy 
means, and how fas he can countenance the means used 
by the society consistently with his obligations to Gk>d 
and man. j|. 

^i^uf^ 1858. 
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The object of this work is to bring together an array 
of facts in regard to the real character and influence 
of the American Colonization Society and its auxiliaries, 
from the origin of the parent society to the present date. 

Such comments and explanations will of course be made, 
and such views presented, as may be deemed necessary to 
a clear comprehension of the subject. 

The facts presented will be drawn almost entirely from 
official publications and reports of the society, speeches 
of its chosen orators, comments and views of its friends. 
Were it needful, a volume of a thousand pages could be 
filled with quotations of a similar character. 

A candid and earnest examination of the subject, a fair, 
honest judgment, and an action in accordance with that 
judgment, are all we ask. 

The Colonization Society claims a high rank among the 
philanthropic movements of the day ; but, in reality, its 
highest idea of philanthropy toward the colored man (the 
class it especially professes to regard) is to mark him as 
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the Pariah of our American ciYilization, to degrade him 
. here, and send him to Africa thai toe may be ridqf his unr 
wdcome presence. It has great solicitude for the colored 
man it Africa^ but helps to crush him at home ^ obeying 
in that respect the deceptive influence of the prejudice 

I slavery has created. It claims to be a " great missionary 

enterprise '' toward Africa, but cannot say to America, 
*^ Physician, heal thyself,'' in view of the abuse and oppres- 
sion heaped upon the colored man in our country. 
Slavery it apologizes for, and even, defends, as we shall 
. see ; the idea of liberty for all it repudiates, if the slave 
have n right, when freed, to remain here ; the antislavery 
movement in our country is the object of its hostility. 

I The society, in short, was founded, has been, and is, 

I controlled by slave owners and the enemies of the colored 

race ; has ever been governed by compromising expedien- 

! cy ; has succeeded by a deceptive course in enlisting the 
aid and sympathy of those of widely differing character : 
with insidious care and ceasele;» industry its leading 
advocates have spread far and wide false ideas, helping to 
deceive the nation, to crush the colored man, to throw 
obstacles in the way of the triumph of freedom. 

If, in proving these and other charges, wo are compelled 
to be severe, it shall be simply the severity of Truth. Our^ 
business is with principles, or rather want of them, in 
this scheme of colonization — with men, so far as they 
help Error to a longer life. 
Cj Doubtless there are those who support the colonization 
movement honestly, not informed as to its real character 
and spirit. When we remember that even Clabkson and 
WiLBEBFOBCE hailed the American Colonization Society 
\ I as a noble enterprise, and for years supported it, tUere 
I j need be no marvel that able and honest men are deceived 

1 by its misrepresentations ; and when we know that the 
intrepid Clarkson pronounced its schemes '' diabolical," 
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iBind that one of the last acts of the public life of Wilber> 
force was to sign a protest against it, none should hesitate 
to examine carefully, and give a fearless verdict. 

Let the question be clearly understood and fairly met. 
No objection is offered against colored men going where 
they please to better their condition. Their right to em- 
igrate should be defended as strenuously as their right to 
remain here and be treated as men ; but let them go inde- 
pendently of this society or its colony. 

But the Colonization Society says to them, '' Go to Ain- 
ca I there you can bo men ; but stay here and your man- 
hood shall be dwarfed, crushed beneath a prejudice which 
is an ** ordination of Providence, no more to be clianged 
than the laws of nature," — libelling God and man alike, 
by saying that the good Fiather has ordained that a part 
of his family shall ever hate the presence of another por- 
tion, and that white Americans shall ever '' mark the peo- 
ple of color, bond or free, as subjects of a degradation 
inevitable and incurable," while they remain here. 

Let none be diverted by statements, true or false, of 
Liberian prosperity. Granting even that a few thousand 
colored persons are prospering and improving in that col- 
ony ; if this has been accomplished at the terrible cost of 
defending the right of the slave owner to his " sacred " 
property in man, of opposing immediate emancipation, of 
striving to make more bitter a prejudice which degrades 
millions here, all must admit that too sadly precious a 
price has been paid for Liberian prosperity. 

We have room enough in our broad land for twenty 
fold our present population. Every industrious laborer 
gives valuable aid in developing new resources of wealth. 
Hosts of European emigrants come here, and the paths of 
preferment are as free to them as to the native American. 

The Colonization Society would remove the free colored 

population &om the country. What folly I Were every 

/f • . . . 
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! dave free to-day, their labor would be needed, their re- 

; } ' moral a calamity. Why colonize or expatriate the col- 
I ored people, bond or free ? ^ Whom we have iigm*ed we 

j hate." Keeping up the delusive idea that the colored 

j I " man is '' a curse and contagion," makes it seem needful to 
keep him under the restraint of slavery, helps to perpetuate 
, I ! the system. Thus the society does the work of its masters. 

f I j Suppose an association had been formed in England a 

few years since, composed of distinguished noblemen, em- 
inent divines, and wealthy merchants, to aid in colonizing 
the Irish to America or elsewhere, with their own consent. 
I ^ « Taking into account poverty, crowded population, and un* 
I . just legislation, all rendering it difficult to gain a liveli- 

j. I hood in Ireland, this might have appeared a benevolent 

I t scheme. As the prevailing spirit of the society revealed 

itself in its reports and the speeches of its leading members, 
suppose it had said of the Irish, " of all classes the most 
vicious," — "a large mass of human beings who hang as 
a vile excrescence on society," — '' an anomalous race of 
beings, the most depraved upon earth," — "the habits, the 
feelings, the prejudices of society, (prejudices which reason, 
nor education, nor religion it^df can subdue,) mark the 
Irish as subjects of a degradation inevitable and incura- 
ble," — " we do not ask that the provisions of our consti- 
tution or statute book shall be so modified as to exalt or 
relieve the condition of the Irish; let those provisions 
stand in all their rigor to work out their ultimate and un- 
1^1 bounded good," -*- " emancipation for Ireland, with liberty 

for the Irish to remain on this side of the Atlantic, is an 
act of dreamy madness." The rank and wealth of those 
who should utter such sentiments would not shield them 
from stem rebuke and keen ridicule, aimed at their shal- 
low pretence of philanthropy, used to cover, but too trans- 
parent to hide, their hatred of the Irish. Yet all these 
sentiments ha.ve been uttered by eminent colonizationists 
in regard to tiie free colored people of our country I ' 
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Colonization reports and addresses have ever been foil 
of professions of regard for the colored man ; in Affka^ 
holding up the idea, that there was his place of refuge ; 
but no earnest and repeated protests against his abuse 
and degradation here. No ; that was an ordination of 
Providence. It were impious to act against the will of 
the Almighty 1 

To the eye of the colonizationist It may truly be said 
of the negro, '' Tis distance lends enchantment to the 
view.'' Place him in Liberia, where the Atlantic rolls its 
insurmountable barrier against his return, and he becomes 
a man, with a sacred halo of rights about his person^ 
Look at him in America, he is <mly a negro, fit subject for 
jeers or outrageous abuse, of which he must say, like Shy- 
lock of old, — 

" All which I bore ivith patient shrug, 
For sufferance is the badge of all ottr tribe/' 

Others whom we esteem we delight to have with us, to 
eigoy their society ; but the regard of the colonization- 
ist for the colored man increases as its object is more dis- 
tant, and so soon as he goes to Africa, that feeling which 
chilled into repulsive dislike in his presence, warms into 
the pure glow of a self-sacrificing affection — a singular 
psychological phenomenon, worthy the attention of learned 
and curious investigiitors. 

But it may be said, that men of high repute and excel- 
lent character in private life are colonizationists ; that 
eminent divines and statesmen take active part in the 
movement ; that a great multitude of the men and women 
of the country look upon it with favor. One of the sad 
results of the existence of slavery is the creation of a 
wide-spread prejudice, which makes the presence of the 
colored man disagreeable if he ask to be treated of a man. 
It is easier to talk about sending him to Africa than to 

2 



mm 



} 



M 



< 






f : 
I I 



1 
I s 



10 OUQINi CHABACTEB, AKD IKFLUEKOE OF 

conquer this prejudice. So the colonization scheme be- 
' comes popular, seems philanthropic, is not rigidly scruti- 
nized, passes as a great benevplent plan, and answers the 
purpose in the hands of its proslavery controllers, of apol- 
ogizing for slavery, or treating it as an evil to be perhaps 
abolished at some distant day, when all the slaves can be 
transported to a "happy distance/' Truly does Mrs. 
$towe say, in the Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin, " Slavery 
will not be much annoyed by the expressed expectation 
that it is to die somewhere about the millennium." 

As to what eminent divines and statesmen are doing 

1 1 ij and have done for colonization, the events of the past 

twenty years show plainly how those in high position, 

awed by the overshadowing presence of the slave power, 

compromise honor and manliness sadly enough. ' 

Although there may be those who give themselves up 
to serve falsehood, we will not believe that this cruel 
prejudice is to be invincible or everlasting in the minds 
of the people, although so deeply seated that it cannot 
speedily be destroyed. The tears that coursed down many 
a cheek while reading, in Uncle Tom's Cabin, the story of! 
the gentle Eva laying her white hand on the head ofr 
Topsy, and making the poor outcast feel, by sweet and 
gentle words, that kind affection could reach even her, 
were so many evidences of prejudice melting into sympa- 
thy ; those sympathies must slowly crystallize into prin- 
ciples, and then the Colonization Society and its auxilia- 
ries will cease to exist . 

A great conflict is going on in our country ; a moral 
war&re between freedom and slavery. The idea that; 
slavery is. a sin against God, a treason to humanity, that 
no compromise should be made with its upholders, that, 
unconditional and immediate emancipation is the right of. 
the slave, the duty and highest iiiterest of the master, tha 
way of salvation for the nation from this giant crime is. 
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taking deeper hold of the hearts of the people. As the 
growing strength of ahtislavcry is felt more and more, 
the slave power rouses itself to new and stronger efforts. 

The Colonization Sociefy starts into new life along 
with proslavery "compromises," ready to aid in schemes 
of proscriptive legislation against the colored people, — 
fierce exhibitions of the. old hatred bom of slaveiy, -^ 
to offer its illusive schemes for ridding the land of their 
presence, to make slavery stronger by helping to degrade 
the race in bondage. Politicians making bids for southern 
favor go into colonization meetings to make speeches, 
divines facing soutkward pray for the success of this " holy 
cause," pretended lovers of the Union tell how the society 
offers a common ground on which all can stand without 
sectional prejudice. 

How the Colonization Society has been controlled by 
slaveholders ; how it has made its appeals to fear, and 
prejudice, and kindly feeling, to gain aid from all classes 
and all sections of the country ; how it has cast aside prin- 
ciple, and be^n governed by compromising expediency ; 
how impracticable and cruel are its plans, we shall en- 
deavor to show in the course of this work. What is the 
light in which the colored people view it is also a matter 
^ of interest, since it claims to be Me benevolent enterprise 
of the day toward them. Their opinions shall be given. 

Twenty years since, Wm. Lloyd Garrison wrote his 
" Thoughts on African Colonization," which did much at 
that time to call attention to the real character of the 
movement In 1885, an excellent work by Willi ah Jat, 
an ** Inquiry into the Nature and Tendency of the Ameri- 
can Colonization and American Antislavery Societies," 
was published. Many suppose that since then the society 
has changed its character, and a compendium of facts of 
a later date seems highly necessary. Wishing to show 
the career of the society firom the first, we have given 
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&cto of an early date to sbov nnder vhat infloenoes it 
originated, and vhat Ten its early developments — tlioae 
of a bter date to ehow that its Bpirit aad purpose are un- 
altered. The attention of every reader is espeaally toUcU- 
«{ to the protest signed by Wllbebfobcb and oilier em- 
inent English philanthropists against the society, and also 
to the Ttluable lettra: of TaouAa Giabeboh, giving his 
'nsm of its diartcter, botli of which Till be fiiond ne«r 
the doM of the work. 
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ORIGIN OF THB COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

• 

In the twelfth Annual Beport of the New York Coloniza- 
tion Society is the following in regard to the origin of the 
colonization movemeht: ''A spirit of fierce and ancom* 
promising hostility has persecuted this blessed cause 
through a course of years, and employed against it, with 
untiring zeal, every weapon which subtlety and ingenuity 
of opponents could devise. This has led many Christian 
minds to a reexamination of the whole enterprise of 
African colonization to inquire into its origin, ascertain 
its genius, and examine its results, as far as its progress 
has developed them. . • • • Notwithstanding all the op* 
probrium so gratuitously thrown upon it, the friends of this 
cause can find aground of confidence in the stability and 
success of the colonization enterprise from the very spirit 
in which it originated. 

" It was not prejudice against color — it was not desire 
that slaves might be held more securely by the removal of 
the free blacks &om among them, nor that the price of 
those in bondage might be enhanced by the emancipation 
of some of their number. It was not for political or com* 
mercial purposes. These were not the motives ; this was noi 
the spirit in which the enterprise of African colonization 
originated. 

*^ The first great conception of the scheme was formed by 
the devout, benevolent Db. Finlet ; and no one can contem* 
plate the workings of his holy mind when originating this 
plan, without a subduing, an almost sublime impression of 
the purity of his motives, of the exalted sympathies and 
the lofty and expensive philanthropy that swayed him. 
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He yearned in Christ-like compassion over the hapless 
colored man, and groaned and travailed for his social, po- 
litical, and religions redemption. The fire that bnmed 
in his own bosom soon canght and kindled in others, and 
' he drew to his aid kindred high-bom spirits. The cries 
of S. J. Mills ascended to heaven for this canse, and his 
heart beat high in aspirations for its success, just before 
he retired &om this world to his rest in glory. Golonizar 
tion originated in the counsels, the prayers, the tears, the 
hopes, and holy desires of a gronp of patriotic, humane,' 
philanthropic Christian minds, that would add dignity to 
any nation that could claim them as her citizens and sons. 
In its very commencement this work seems to have been 
of God, and it is not to be overthrown by the capricious 
jostlings of every wind of doctrine, or wayward burst of 
. popular feeling. . Faith and prayer, confidence and hope 
in God, have grafted it firom the first ' into the good olive 
tree ' — have rooted and grounded it in those immutable 
principles of truth and right, which will secure its vitality 
and growth when exotics by its side shall have withered 

and passed away This scheme from the first has- 

appealed to the calmer, loftier, and more enduring princi 
pies of our nature, and has anchored its convictions in 
reason and conscience^ instead of enlisting fancy and fanati- 
cal excitability/' 
This extract gives a fair and eminently religious aspect 
j] to the matter, and is a good specimen of the boldness of 
I il assertion and lofty flight of imagination sometimes found 
i Iff in the writings and speeches of colonizationists. It is 
l[^ I well adapted to the feelings of a class of people who love 
to see whatever falls in with their prejudices baptized as 
of holy origin. 

We will turn to a few historical matters of fact, as to 
the origin of the scheme of African colonization. 
. In a memorial to the legislature of Virginia, commend* 
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The object of this work is to bring together an array 
of facts in regard to the real character and influence 
of the American Colonization Society and its auxiliaries, 
from the origin of the parent society to the present date. 

Such comments and explanations will of course be made, 
and such views presented, as may be deemed necessary to 
a clear comprehension of the subject. 

The facts presented will be drawn almost entirely from 
official publications and reports of the society, speeches 
of its chosen orators, comments and views of its friends. 
Were it needful, a volume of a thousand pages could be 
filled with quotations of a similar character. 

A candid and earnest examination of the subject, a fair, 
honest judgment, and an action in accordance with that 
judgment, are all we ask. 

The Oolonization Society claims a high rank among the 
philanthropic movements of the day ; but, in reality, its 
highest idea of philanthropy toward the colored man. (the 
class it especially professes to regard) is to mark him as 
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5 the Pariah of our American civilization, to degrade him 

. here, and send him to Africa that we may be ridqf hisunr 
wdcome presence. It has great solicitude for the colored 
man in Africa^ but helps to crush him at home ^obeying 
in that respect the deceptive influence of the prejudice 
\ \ slavery has created. It claims to be a " great missionary 

\ enterprise '' toward Africa, but cannot say to America, 

" Physician, heal thyself," in view of the abuse and oppres- 
i sion heaped upon the colored man in our country. 

y- 1 Slavery it apologizes for, and even, defends, as we shall 

. see ; the idea of liberty for all it repudiates, if the slave 
have n right, when freed, to remain here ; the antislavery 
movement in our country is the object of its hostility. 
I The society, in short, was founded, has been, and is, 

[ controlled by slave owners and the enemies of the colored 

race ; has ever been governed by compromising expedien- 
I ! cy ; has succeeded by a deceptive course in enlisting the 
\ \ aid and sympathy of those of widely differing character : 
\ with insidious care and ceasele;» industry its leading 
advocates have spread far and wide false ideas, helping to 
deceive the nation, to crush the colored man, to throw 
obstacles in the way of the triumph of freedom. 

If, in proving these and other charges, we are compelled 
to be severe, it shall be simply the severity of Truth. Our^ 
business is with principles, or rather want of them, in 
this scheme of colonization — with men, so far as they 
help Error to a longer life. 
Q^ Doubtless there are those who support the colonization 
movement honestly, not informed as to its real character 
and spirit. When we remember that even Clabkson and 
WiLBEBFOBCE hailed the American Colonization Society 
as a noble enterprise, and for years supported it, there 
I { need be no marvel that able and honest men are deceived 
by its misrepresentations ; and when we know that the 
intrepid Clarkson pronounced its schemes " diabolical,'' 
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wide-spread feeling of insecurity. This conspiracy was dis- 
covered in the fall ; and the ensuing session of the kgidaiure 
it was resolved, '' That the governor be requested to cor- 
respond with the ^president of the United States on the 
subject of purchasing lands, without the limits of this 
state, whither persons obnoxious to the hws^ or dangerous to 
the peace of society, may be removedJ^ What ''persons" 
were meant can easily be judged in view of the late 
conspiracy. 

The ambiguity of the expression used was such as to 
render its exact meaning somewhat doubtful ; and at the 
next session of the legislature, it was resolved, " Thiat the 
governor be requested to correspond with the president 
of the United States for the purpose of obtaining a place ! 
without the limits of the same, to which free negroes and 
mukUtoes, and such as may be emancipated, may be sent, or 
choose to remove to, as a place of asylum." 

In 1803, Judge Tucker, of Virginia, an able and dis- 
tinguished man, made public a plan for the abolition of 
slavery, ''without the emancipation of a single slave, 
without depriving any man of the property he possesses, 
and without defrauding a creditor who has trusted him on 
the faith of that property." His project was to declare 
all female slaves born after a certain date free. An im- 
portant part of the plan — as showing the feeling toward 
the free colored men, even in the mind of one of the best 
and most humane men of that day — was, that no free 
black should be capable of holding imy office, of holding 
real estate, keeping arms, serving as a witness against a 
white man, making a will, acting as executor, or maintain- 
ing any action in a suit at law. 

Reasons for the restrictions he. gives as follows: 
" Although I am opposed to the banishment of negroes, I 
wish not to encourage their future residence among us. 
By denying them the highest privileges which civil gov* 
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I slaTe free to-daj, their labor would be needed, their re- 

I nroTal a calamity. Whj colonize or expatriate the col- 

I ored people, bond or free ? " Whom we have injured we 



I hate.'' Keeping up the delusiye idea that the colored 



man is " a curse and contagion," makes it seem needful to 
keep him under the restraint of slavery, helps to perpetuate 

. , the system. Thus the society does the work of its masters. 

l\ \ Suppose an association had been formed in England a 

few years since, composed of distinguished noblemen, em- 

1 1 I inent divines, and wealthy merchants, to aid in colonizing 

the Irish to America or elsewhere, with their own consent. 
Taking into account poverty, crowded population, and un- 
just legislation, all rendering it di£Gicult to gain a liveli- 
hood in Ireland, this might have appeared a benevolent 

j r scheme. As the prevailing spirit of the society revealed 

itself in its reports and the speeches of its leading members, 
suppose it had said of the Irish, " of all classes the most 
j vicious,'' — "a large mass of human beings who hang as 

a vile excrescence on society," — ** an anomalous race of 
beings, the most depraved upon earth," — "the habits, the 
feelings, the prejudices of society, (prejudices which reason, 
nor education, nor religion Usdf can subdue,) mark the 
Irish as subjects of a degradation inevitable and incura- 
ble," — " we do not ask that the provisions of our consti- 
tution or statute book shall be so modified as to exalt or 
relieve the condition of the Irish; let those provisions 
stand in all their rigor to work out their ultimate and un- 
bouuded good,"-— "emancipation for Ireland, with liberty 
for the Irish to remain on this side of the Atlantic, is an 
act of dreamy madness." The rank and wealth of those 
who should utter such sentiments would not shield them 
from stem rebuke and keen ridicule, aimed at their shal- 
low pretence of philanthropy, used to cover, but too trans- 
parent to hide, their hatred of the Irish. Yet all these 
sentiments have been uttered by eminent colonizationists 
in regard to the free colored people of our country I ' 
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ing of the condition of the colored people, he saidT 
* Can there be a nobler cause than that which, while it 
proposes to rid our own country of a utdess and pernicious^ 
if not a dangerout portion (f its population, contemplates the 
spreading of the arts of civilized life, and the possibleTN 
redemption from ignorance and barbarism of a benightedy "^ 
quarter of the globe I '' 

John Randolph, of Virginia, also declared, *' this meet- 
ing does not in any wise a£fect the question of negro 
slaTery, but as far as it goes, must- materially tend to secure 
the property of every master in the Uniied States over his 
slaves.^ • . ^ . 

On the 28ih Dec. a second meeting was held, and the 
constitution adopted : and on the 1st of January, 1817, a 
third, at which the officers were chosen, and the society 
folly organized, commenced its career with a slaveholder — 
Judge Washington, of Virginia — as president, twelve of 
its seventeen vice-presidents from the south, and all its 
twelve managers, it is said, slaveholders. How much the 
president was engaged in the scheme as one of philanthro- 
py, may best be judged by the fact, that although he wrote 
a letter to the society, in which he said " wo may fairly 
hope it will lead to the 'sure but gradual abolition of 
slavery," (Af. Rep. vii. 20,) yet in another published 
letter, he said, that learning his slaves thought, as he was 
nephew to Gen. Washington and a president of the Coloni- 
zation Society, he would free them, he called them together, 
and after stating to them what he had heard, assured them 
he had no intention to give freedom to any of them. This 
occurred in 1821 ; and shortly eSter, fifty four of his slaves 
were transported — not to Liberia, but into the hands of a 
slave dealer for the New Orleans market. 

At a meeting of the Virginia Colonization Society, in 
1886, (Auxiliary to Am. Col. Soc.,) Rev. Mr. Plumer 
said, " The plan of colonizing the free blacks, and such as 
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• 
might be madefiree, originated A^re — the principles of the 

the society are Virginia principles/' (Af. Rep. xii. 67 ;) and 

another gentleman remarked, " I acknowledge we are 

indebted to New England for many good things, most of 

all for the excellent men who have become identified with 

onr interests, and imbned with our principles, (that is, no 

doubt, have becofne daveholders) and form such valuable 

membera of society among us. But we have never received 

from New England any thing so valuaNe as our colonization- 

principks. These are a portion of the inheritance we 

have derived from our fathers." {At Rep. xii. 114.) 

Comment is needless, as all can compare the rhapsody 
on the first page of this chapter with the simple facts 
cited to show the real influences predominant in the forma- 
tion of the society. 

We would not deny the philanthropy of some of its 
advocates, or cast an imputation oh the devotedness and 
excellence of Mills or Finley ; but the best of men may be 
drawn into projects which carry a fair aspect, but are 
used for evil designs. It is a singular fact that no prom- 
inent colonizationist, known as an o£Gicer and leading 
spirit in the movement, has as yet set the example of 
giving freedom to his own slaves for the purpose of let- 
j ting them go to Liberia, or any where else, during his life- 

I j time. If such has been the case, we have not been able to 

|. ascertain after diligent inquiry. 

The object of the society, in the first two articles (and 

the only articles stating or relating to its object) of the 

• constitution, is as follows : — 

^A ''Art L This society shall be called the American 

Society for colonizing the Free People of Color of the 

United States. 

''Art. U. The object to which its attention is to be 

exdusivdj/ directed, is to promote and execute a plan for 

I colonizing (with their consent) the friee pciople of color 
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residing in onr country, to Africa, or sucli other place as 
Congress shall deem most expedient And the society 
shall act to effect this object in cooperation with the 
general govemment, and such of the states as may adopt 
regulations on thq subject" The constitution has no pre- 
amble setting forth its motiyes, nothing by which it can 
be judged whether they are philanthropic or selfish, hu- 
mane or cruel; and this seems specially deyised to 
allow and induce all classes to engage in its plans. 

As Mr. Jay has remarked, with much force, (Inquiry, 
p. 12,) "It has secured the cooperation of three distinct 
classes. 

" First, such as desire sincerely to afford the free blacks 
an iasylum from the oppression they suffer here, and by 
their means to extend the blessings of Christianity and 
civilization to Africa, and who at the same time flatter 
themselves that colonization will hare a salutary influence 
in iaccelerating the abolition of slavery. Secondly, such 
as expect to enhance the value and security of slave prop- 
erty, by removing the free blacks ; and thirdly, such as 
seek relief from a bad population without the trouble or 
expense of improving it." 

This purpose has been well answered ; but as each mem- 
ber needs the cooperation of all^ princypk must be wmpny 
mised to gain it. 

Some sharp-tongued talker has said, '' Compromise is 
the American devil." The Colonization Society furnishes 
an illustration of the ruinous results of tampering with 
this domestic fiend — slaveholdera have swayed it, and 
men filled with prejudice against the negro, hating th» 
very presence of those " guilty of a skin not colored like 
their own," have made it a means of crushing and de* 
grading the colored man in our country* 
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TEBMS OF THE PABTNEBSHIP. — DISCLAIMS 

HOSTILITY TO SLAVERY. 

Although tiie exclusiye object of the Colonization So^ 
ciety is declared in its constitution to be the voluntary 
colonizing of firee people of color, and that declaration is 
repeated by its adherents, yet so frequent are the apolo- 
gies for slayeholders, the assertions that it is not hostile 
to fSavery, in its annual reporti9 and the speeches of its 
ixromihent advocates, that one might suppose the original 
and exclusive object lost sight of in a zealous effort to 
maiittain a good reputation with the upholders of the 
^ pecmliar institution,'^ and remove any suspicions that their 
scheme might tend to render slaveholding less reputable 
and Hligious in the eyes of men. ' 

Having an " exdusive cljed " in view, it cannot, of course, 
turn aside from that object to utter a free brave word in: 
favor, of the right of the slave, cu a mant to his liberty. 
No, thiett were unconstitutional ; and slaveholders in such 
cases are "strict constructionists" ; but there is no trou- 
ble in turning aside to say many a word, neither free nor 
brave, in favor of the right of Ihe master to his property, 
and in denunciation of the antislavery movement ; it is 
not unconstitutional at all. 
^\ In the preliminary meeting, just before the adoption of 
the constitution, a distinguished slaveholder (Henry Clay) 
said, "It was not proposed to consider any question of 
emancipation, or tlutt was connected with the abolition of 
slavery. It was only on that amdUion, he was sure, that 
many gentiemen from the south and west, whom he saw 
presenti had attendedp or could he expected to cooperate.^ 
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Thus early were the only terms of the guilty copartnership 
made known. It is true colonizationists are permitted to 
talk about the society as a means for the ultiniate expatri- 
ation of the blacks, and the emancipation of the slaves, at 
a day indefinitely distant This serves the purpose of 
gaining the confidence and the money of a certain class 
of good people, has no earnest purpose behind it, means 
nothing, none fear it, and serves well to keep up the preju- 
dice against the enslaved race, so important to slavery^ 

The northern colonizationist says to the slaveholder, 
" When it may suit your pleasure or profit to grant free- 
dom to your daves and send them to Africa, we shall be 
most happy to aid in sending them across the Atlantic, 
for ihey are 'subjects of a degradation inevitable and 
incurable ' here, and the society ofiers ' the only feasible 
plan ' for their transportation ] the free colored population 
we wish heartily to be rid of, and will see to it that they 
are so treated as to gain their ' voluntary consent' to go 
to Africa. But, gentlemen, rest assured we have no spe- 
cial hostility to slavery ; it is an evil entailed on you 
by your ancestry, forced upon them by the British ; we 
are not in favor of any visionary schemes of the aboli- 
tionists ; we do not wish the slaves freed at once, with 
liberty to remain here ; we shall defend your right to 
your property against all who would attack it/' And the 
slaveholder replies, " Gentlemen, we are pleased with your 
spirit. Best assured that when it may seem best to send 
our slaves to Africa, we shall be happy to accept your aid ; 
but that will probably be at a distant day : and mean- 
while we trust you will be governed by the same catholic 
spirit toward us as heretofore ; that you will recognize 
and defend our right to property ; that you will steadily 
refuse to take the initiative steps in any question of eman- 
cipation, or that is connected in any way with the abolition 
of slavery, leaving us to make the first move in any mat* 
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iet of lliat 'delicate nature,' as of course our position 

and intimate knowledge of the subject make it eminently 

. proper we shonld. As to the abolitionists, we feel assured 

!i yon look npon them as mi^oided fanatics ; and, so fSur as 

\ \ ; 1 the finee colored people are concerned, we agree cordiallyi 

for with ns they are * the mod cbandoned race (m. earthy* andi 

ihdr removal wonld 'increase the nsefhlness and improve 

the moral character of those in servitude,' (N...G.^CpL See; 

At Rep. iii. 67,) and for whom, being committed peculiar* 

ly to our care by the providence of Gk>d, we>fee]l| act special 

solicitude.^ • ^ r^ •• 

They strike hands, the Colonisation Society is.therresult 
of the agreement, and slaveholdebs and THEiB..jkP0L0^. 

GISTS BECOME THE LEADDSTO PABTNEBS, although kind phj^r 

lantfaropists are welcome to pity the hard lot of the negro^ 
here, pamt glowing ideal pictures of his happiness. and 
Christian graces on the coast of Afirica, and^rcjoiceatA 
time, in the vista of a bright but distant future, when ' 
davery nuxy be abolished, and its victims transported tO 
a better land. 

The object of this chapter is to show thattin the early 
days of the society, and down to the present^'time, it has 
disclaimed hostility to slavery. This has onlg been theiiir' 
emiaUe retuli o{ the original terms of this guilty, par jtiier- 
ship, embracing the slaveholders of the south, and the 
professedly pious and humane of the north, banded togeth- 
er to serve ** the American devil,'' by compromising the 
right of uttering one word of hearty rebu):e of slavery, 
and ijf eoune'falUng into Us' defiawe; for neutrality m this 
sabjedt is unpocriUs— if the tide of prodavery influence be 
. not stoutiy buffeted, individual or society alike are swept 
awJBiy by its strong current 

At t^ first annual meeting of the society, in 1817, Hen- 
17 Clay said, — 
- ^Whilst he was up he would detain the society for a 
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few moments. It was proper again and again to repeat ^ 
that it was fSur from the intention of the society to affect, 
m my numneTf the tenure by which a certun species of 
property is held. He was himself a slaveholder ; and he 
considered that specks of property as mviolabk as any other in 
the country. He would resist as soon, and with as much 
firmness, encroachments npon it as he would upon any 
other property which he held. Nor was he disposed even 
to go as fietr as the gentleman who had just spoken, (Mr. 
Mercer, of Virginia,) in saying he would emancipate his 
dares if means were provided for sending them out of 
the country." 

Other citations of a similar character will show that 
the society has maintained its evil ground with a consist- 
ency worthy a better cause, although in due time we shall 
show that in other respects it has been guilty of the most 
flagrant inconsistencies. 

'^It had been properly observed by the chairman, as 
well as by the gentlemen from this district, (Clay and 
Caldwell,) that there was nothing in the proposition sub- 
mitted to consideration, which, in the smallest degree, 
touched another very important and deUcate question, which 
ought to be left as much out of view as possible," (negro 
slavery.) .... 

Mr. IL concluded by saying, that he had thought ** it 
necessary to make these remarks, being a slaveholder him- 
self, to . show that, so fox from being connected with the 
abolition of slavery, the measure proposed vxndd prove one of 
the greatest securities to enabk the master to keep in possession 
his oum property" (Speech of John Bandolph, of Ya., 
Second Annual Beport) 

The following shows clearly the only basis on which 
such a movement can rest, and is approved and endorsed 
officially:'^ 

"^ An effort for the benefit of the blacky, inii^uA 00 |}f^ 
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rf the country am unites efeoune must not have tho aboli* 
tion of slayery as its immediate object. Nor may it aim 
i i ^ directly at the instmction of the blacks. In either case 
the prgudias and Unrors of the daveholding states would 
I : < :t j be excited in a moment, and with reason too^ for it is a well*"* 
I i ;j| established point that the pubUc safety forbids ettAer the 
J /; : !|i emandpatum or general instruction of the slaves. • • • • 
^ ^ ^ It (colonisation) is an enterprise in which all parts of 

the conntry may nnite. The grand objection to every 
other effort is, that it excites the jeobiinef and^^orf of the 
; 1 ; !!- south. But here is an effort which the southern people 
' !| are the first to engage in, and which numbers many of 
their most distmgoished men among its advocates and 
efficient supporters.'' (Review of Reports of the Society, 
by Christian Spectator. Seventh Annual Report) 

How remarkable indeed that the Colonization Sociefy 

has overcome that ^ grand objection to every other effort,'' 

and does not at all excite " the jeahusies and fears of the 

south " 1 1 Yerily, it has the wisdom of the serpent, but 

^'! nbi the harmlessness of the dove. « 

^ The committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of the American Colonization Society, have had the 
subject under consideration and now report : ' That upon 
^j due consideration of the said memorial, and from all other 
information which your committee has obtained, touching 
that subject, they BrefuUy satisfied that no jealousies ought 
to exist on the part of this, or any other slaveholding 
state, respecting the objects of this society, or the effects 
of its labors." (Report of Committee of Delaware Legis* 
latore, Feb. 8, 1827.) 
^The second objection may be resolved into this : that 
I the society, under the specious pretext of removing a vi- 
dous and noxious population, is secretiy undermining the 
of private property. 
Is the objection expressed m its full force ; and if 
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yofir memorialists could for a. moment beliere it trae in j 

point of fSftct, fhejr wonld never, davehdden as they art^ . 1 
have associated themselves for the porpose of cooperating 
with the parent society. • • • . It has always protested, 
and tfaroogh your memorialists it again protests; that it 

. hoi no wish to vaterfert with, the delicate but important 
question of davery. It has never, in a solitary instance, 
addressed itself to a slave. It has never sought to invade 
the tranquillity of the domestic circle, or the peace and 
safety of society.'' (Memorial of Auxiliary Col. Soc. of 
Powhatan to Virginia Legislature. Twelfth Ann. Bep.) 
r> '' This subject, he rejoiced to know, was k^^ under^^ 
and all began to see tiiat it was wiser and safer to remove 
by colonization a great and otherwise insuperable barrier 
to emancipation, than to ad on the subject of enumapation 
itself:^ (Speech of Mr. Key. Thirteenth Ann. Report) 

py ^ Something he muqt be allowed to say as regarded tiie 
object the society was set up to accomplish. . This object, 
if he understood it aright, involved no intrusion upon projh 
erty^ on even upon prejudice." - (Speech of Mr. Archer, 
of Va. Fifteenth Ann- Report.) 
^ " That the effort made by the society should be such as 
to unite all parts of the country, it was necessary to dis*. 
claim all attempts for the immediate abolition of . slavery, 
or the instruction of the great body of the blacks. ^ Such 
attempts would have excited alarm and jealousy, would 
have been inconsistent with the public safety/ and defeated 
the great purpose of the society." (Speech of Hermanus . 
Bleecker at Second Annual Meeting New York Col. 
Soc, 1831.) 

" A gclden mean will be pursued which, at the same time 
that it consults the wishes and respects the pryudices of the 
south, will provide for the claims of justice and Christian- 
ity, and avert the storms of a future desolation." (Speech 
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of L. Q. E. ElmeTi Esq. First Amu Report New Jersey 
Col. Society.) 

^ We hold their davesi as we hold their other property, 
8ACBED.'' (Speech of James S. Green, on some occasion.) 

What adndrable amity and unity of purpose I The 
dayeholder and his northern friends should sit down to» 
gether, and sing the hymn 

<« Behold how Uett a thing it If 
Vof hrtihnn to ti^ne/* 



Mr. Key rejoices that *^ the subject is better under- 
stoody'' and that it is found *^ safer and wiser to remove a 
barrier to* em^cipation by colonization, than ijoadon eman- 
Y^ j i dpalim ibdf/* and Mr. Bleecker says, it is a ''more wise 
\\ 1 1 policy to encourage emancipation by colonization I '' Both 
' ^''- disclaim' abolition. What a delightful balm to the con- 
science of a slaveholder that it is unwise to od, by giving 
freedom to the poor victims of his cruelty ; but wise and 
humane to send a few ^ nuisances '' to Africa I With what 
persua^ve blandness does Mr. Bleecker declare, that " the 
instruction of the great body of the blacks ^ would be 
** inconsistent with public safety, and defeat the great ob- 
ject of the society,'' and how quietly does Mr. Archer of 
Yirgima'remarky the society " involved no intrusion '' even 
OR prefudioe/ 

How eminently calculated to perpetuate slavery must 
such a Mciety be, administering such consolation to the 
slaveholder, and declaring that "All emancipation, to 
however small, an extent, which perndts the persons eman- 
dpated to remain in this country, is an evil which would 
become intolerabk if extended to the whole, or even a laige 
part of the black population." (First Annual Report) 

But we' proceed with the testimony of colonizationists. 

'^Nothihg has contributed more to retard the operar 
tions of the society than the mistaken notion that it inter- 
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feres directly with slavery. . • • • An enlightened eom- 
mnnity now see that this society infringes npon no man's 
rights, that its object is noble and benevolent ; to remedy 
on evil felt and acknowledged at the north and the south ; 
to give the firee people of color the privileges of freemen/' 
(Tract issued by Massachusetts Col. Society, in ISSl, for 
distribution.) . ? 

''They are themselves chiefly slaveholders, and live 
with all the ties of life binding them to a slaveholding 
community. .... The managers could with no propri- 
ety depart from their original and avowed purpose,'and 
make emancipation their objed. And they would 'further 
say, that ifthetf were not ttus restrained by the terms of their 
associatian they would still consider any attempts to pro- 
mote the increase of the free colored population by manu- 
mission unnecessary f premature, and dangerous J^ (Memorial 
of the Society to the several States. Af. Rep., xi. p. 68.) 

"The rights of masters are to remain sacred in the eyes 
of the society. The tendency of the scheme, and one of 
ita objects, is, to secure slaveholders and the whole south- 
em country against certain evil consequences growing out 
of the threefold mixture of our population." (Address 
of Rockbridge, Va.; Col. Soc. Af. Rep., iv. 274.) 

^ Your rights, as guarantied by the constitution, are held 
sacred in our eyes ; and we should be among the fore- 
most to resist, as a flagrant usurpation, any encroachment 
upon these rights. ; . • .Do we not all regard this mixed 
'and intermediate population of free blacks, as a mighty 
-and growing evil, exerting a dangerous and baneful in- 
fluence on all around them? ''(Address of Cyrus Ed- 
wards, Esq., of HI. Af. Rep., vii. 100.) 

^ It condemns no man because he is adaveholder* ... • • It 
sends abroad no influence to dbturb the peace and endan- 
ger the prosperity or Mcurity of any^rtion of the coun- 
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ixj.^ (Character and Influeiice of Col. Soc. Af. Bep.,TiL 
194, 2000 

What special care on the part of these advocates of 
colonization to declare that it " seeks to affect no man's 
property.'' In onr land of professed republicanism are 
three million and a half of human beings, held as slaver; 
the chivalry of the ^ Old Dominion " receive millions an- 
nnallj as the price of the bodies and souls of fathers sold 
firom their sons, mothers separated from their daughters, 
beautiful women consigned to live of agony and infamy 
in the distant south —the crack of the whip, sinking deep 
into the flesh, and the agonized shrieks of the poor victims 
of cruelty may be heard almost beneath the walls of many 
a church wherein the minister tells how '' Jehovah has 
stereotyped domestic slavery with the seal of his approba- 
tion ; " many a Legree crushes the hopes and deadens the 
feelings of Ids *' chattels " beneath his brutal sway ; and for 
the system out of which grew all these evils, and many 
more whose name is Legion, the Coloni^tion Society has 
no word pregnant with meaning, no voice of rebuke in- 
dignant and earnest No — it can only say, " it condenms 
no man because he is a slaveholder ; " and its eminent 
defender only calmly declares, '4t seeks to affect no man's 
property I" The hearts of strong men swell in agony of 
despair as they think of liberty — God's birthright to all, 
priceless and inalienable — women of queenly beauty and 
delicate feelings pray with sorrow, too. deep for^ tears, for 
a lot where all the rich graces of womanhood shall cease 
to be only pearls cast beneath the feet of beasts in humaii 
shape, and trodden out of sight. 

Thousands brave the perils of the forests, the fangs of 
keen hunger, the attack of wild beasts, the fangs of the 
bloodhound, the refined cruelties of the slave catcher, and 
travel on, on, week" after week, in the dlence of nighty 
toward the north star, weary and worn, leaving their 
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footprints marked in blood at every step, until they iSnd 
shelter in a foreign land from onr national despotism; 
the Colonization Society in its official memorial to the 
states, can only say, " it should consider any attempts to 
promote the increase of the free colored population by 
manumission unnecessary ^ premature and danger(ms;^ that 
it would willingly transport manumitted slaves to Africa, 
but that meanwhile, due regard must be had to " the feel- 
ings, the fears, even the prejudices of those (slaveholders) 
whose cooperation is essential ! I '' 

But it may be said, the Colonization Society has a good 
object, and cannot depart from that to advocate sentimenta 
on this subject, however good. We answer that^if it can 
constantly turn aside to apologize for slaveholders^ to de* 
claro emancipation premature and dangerous, th^n it can 
equally turn aside to xebuke the system, and raise its &ith- 
ful warning. This it does not do— it can turn towards 
slavery, not towards fireedom. This only shows ''what 
manner of spirit it is of,''— -that slavery and prejudice 
possess and rule it, — and that those who are kind, sincere 
and benevolent, and support its schemes, are deluded, led 
to fimstain evil. • -r:: 

"It would be as humcme to throw them from the decks in 
the middk passage, 2s to set them free in our country.'' {M. 
Rep., iv, 226.) 

" We believe there is not the sliohtest hobal tuftprruDB: 
in holding slaves under existing circumstances at the south.'^ 
(Af. Bep., iz.4.) 

** But I go fiurther : as I understand the Epistle ta 
Timothy, and as it is understood by such commentators as 
I have consulted, there is an express ii\]unct|on, applicable 
to those times and circumstances, n<^ to preach manumis- 
rionJ" (Address 6fS.M. Hopkins, President Geneva, N. Y., 
Col, Soc, published by reqiiest of Society.) 

" With these preliminary^ views we now return to ultra; 
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( abolition as already defined, and to prove that the Bible 

does recognize property tn man, under certain circumstances, 
we refer to the Old and JYew Testaments throughout^ in whicli 
we shall find the following %mdenidbk fads abundantly sus- 
tamed : 1st That slavery in some form which recognized 
properly in man has always existed since the days of the 
patriard^3« 2d. That Ood has not only permitted its 
existence, but legislated for itd abolition in some cases, 
9CiA for its perpetuity in others. . 

** 3d. That the precepts of the Old and New Testaments 

are addressed both to masters and slaves, and this relation, 

* so fiir from being disturbed, was fully recognized. 

i ^AQk. That the rights of the master or owner of slave 

property are acknowledged by the divine law.'' (Af. Rep., 

xiL 375.) 

How quietly it is declared ^ there is not the slightest 
moral turpitude" in holding God's children as property! 
The defence of slavery on scriptural ground is a charac* 
teristic of the deadliest foes of the slave, those who seek 
to baptize tho institution that crushes him as of holy 
origin. 
j|' ^ In no sense tohatever does the genius of this institution 

^ ' interfere with the legal relation of master and servant. ' 

** It recognizes the. constitutionality of that relation, and 
the procidentia! arrangement by vMch it subsists^ but confines 
itself wholly to those whom Providence has made free and 
thus rendered eligible for emigration. . Such are among 
us ; and who does not feel the anomaly of their presence, 
^ and desire, for their sakes as well as ours, their removal ? " 
. X^tter of Bev. J. M. Pease to Mobik Daily Jidvertiser, JV*. 
Y. CoL Journal, Sept, 1851.) 

- In the August number of the saoie Journal, Mr. Pease 
being about to start on a tour in the interior of Kew 
York, is spoken of thus : ^ We cordially commend him to 
the sympathy and cooperation of all who approve our opera- 
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tions. If the pastors will but open their doors, we can 
assure them beforehand of the untiring attention of the 
audieince." 

" Was popularity his object 7 What was to prevent his 
going to the Tabernacle and there (in an antislavery meet- 
ing) receiving crowns of laurels that he never could win 
in the despised Colonization Society? That was the popu- 
lar course, and why did he not take it in coi\junction with 
Jay and Tappan 7 Because in his conscience he did iiot 
agree with it, trnd he thought the continuation of the davery 
of the blade man was better than such Jireedom as they prO' 
posed to give himJ^ (Speech of Rev. Dr. Tyng, Ann. Meet- 
ing N. Y. Col. Soc, 1851.) 

The editor of the Cobnizatirm Jowmd, Bev. J. B. Pinney, 
says on this, " While the large mcgority of the coloniza- 
tionists of the north highly disapprove of the violence of 
the means used by vUra antislavery men for the overthrow 
of slavery, it is not from a belief that even instant eman- 
cipation would be worse for the slave or master than their 
present relation, but from the belief that this violence is 
alike unjust and impolitic ; that it retards rather than 
advances freedom ; and that, if concurred in generally, it 
would destroy our peace and prosperity as a people, and 
involve us in a fratricidal war.'' Mr. Pinney evidently 
fears the antislavery fire on one side, and attempts to gloss 
over Dr. Tyng's statement ; but he fears the proslavery 
fire on the other, and talks about " fratricidal war.'' He 
thinks a msgprity of northern colonizationists do not 
believe instant emancipation would leave slave and mas- 
ter any v)orse off than at present, but the measures of 
those wlio dcrisupppse it would benefit bM, must be disas- 
trous, and " if concurred in generally would destroy Ojor 
peace and prosperity." 

If emancipation on the ^il would not ''be worse for 
, master or slave," strange that its advocacy should lead to 
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gach awful consequences ; in steering clear of the Scylla 
of abolition, Mr. Pinney plunges into the Gharybdis of 
stayery. As to bis word that abolitionists ** retard rather 
than hasten the day of freedom/' it smacks of the " Old 
Dominion ; '' many a planter has said that, as he sat in his 
parlor, and called a slayo to show his northern visitor 
his room, where he could dream of Virginia hospitality, 
and be roused at early dawn by the overseer's horn warn- 
ing the " field hands " out to their daily task. 

"The Colonization Society was formed to assist free 
colored people, and only such ; and from Us beginning dis- 
dabned, as a society, all interference with the question of 
slavery.'' {Jf. Y. CoL 8oc. Journal, March, 1858, ediiorial.) 

** The poHcy of this society is at once simple and safe. 
It exercises off needed safeguards for the rights and interests 
of aU concerned. It does md interfere with the relation of mas^ 
ter and daoeT (Speech of Hon. B. W. Thompson of Indi- 
ana, Annual Meeting, 1849.) 

It was well certainly for Mr. Thompson to talk of the 
'^folicy of this society," for principle has been cast to the 
winds long ago, and compromising expediency taken its 
place. The assurance that " all needed safeguards " will 
be exercised is peculiarly significant. 

" The first supply of the population of Africa, dragged 
from their homes to gratify an unhallowed commercial 
cupidity by the promptings of avarice, were landed in the 
colony of Virginia in 1620, the same year in which the 
Puritan Pilgrims landed at Plymouth. This is a remarka- 
Njble coincidence. The first advocates of a free Christiani- 
ty and the first African slaves who^ touched our coast were 
landed the same year. 

"^ In thus bringing together darkness and light, in min- 
gling the lowest forms of Pagan ignorance and depravity 
with the highest development of Christian intelligence 

I j and int^gri^, it would seem that Divine Providence do- 

If 



t! 



y 



JL 



33= 



} 



THE AltfiBICAN COLOKIZATIOK BOOlEfSt* 8& 



• ♦ 



t; 



. o 



signed to demonstrate to the world the capability of a 
free Christianity to transform the grossest material of hiijt^ 
TMmty into the most refined^ and thus to prove this unity and 
natural equality of the human race/* (Lecture on African 
Civilization iin Hall of Ohio State House, Jan. 19, 1850, 
by D. Christy, Col. Agent for Ohio.) i 

It is evident to all, that this design is not yet fully ao- \ 

compliahed, this ** gross material " not yet the " most re-, 
fined." And shall weak vain man ask that slavery shall 
cease at once, thus impiously seeking to frustrate the wise 
aims of Divine Providence ? 

The doings of a colonization convention, held in Wash* 
ington in 1842, were published in the June and July num* 
ber of the Repository. A speech of Hon. J. T. Mokehead, [ 

U. S. Senator from Ey., has appended, in a note, extracts < 

from the remarks made at the formation of the society in TJ 

December, 1816, by .Henry Clay and John Randolph, al- | 

ready quoted. There seems an indorsement anew of these | 

ideas in their selection and publication* | 

" Colonel Stone (of the JVl Y. Commercial Advertiser) \ 

then paid his respects to the abolition societies, of whom, 
he said, he would not speak harshly, as he ever made it a 
rule to tread lightly over the ashes of the dead. (Ap* 
plause and laughter.) There had been their annual meet- 
ing held this week in our city,^ and 'our brother Abby ' 
(Kelly) had been figuring there, with the well-known Qar- 
rison at her apron strings. • • • • And, on the other 
hand, — for I see I am in for a speech after alii •— [said 
Colonel S.,] what have the abolitionists in all this ten 
years of their existence accomplished ? ^ ^ . • To be . 
sure they have aided in stealing here and Hhere a slave or 
two from their masters, and have got them o£f ia Canada ; 
and all this they could have done without making such a 
mighty noise about it!'' (A laugh.) « 4 < « 
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ij! This 'was the closing speech of the meeting, and the 

' ' report of ^e proceedings ends as follows : — 

''This narration of this illustration of the practical 
J ; ! ! ppenition of abolitionism was received by the auditory 

jji with shouts of laughter and applause, in uohich the dergy 

jcined htartUy. The inieresHng and amusing speech of 
Colonel Stone having been brought to a close, the resolu- 
tion, seconded by him, as offered by Mr. Gurley, was 
unanimously adopted, and the benediction being prorumnced 
by Bev. Dr. Bangs, the meeting was ac(}oumed." 

** We are not so much the better that slavery exists not 
among us, nor are; our southern brethren to be deemed 
worse because it exists there, for the reason that it fuunot 
its present dq^endence an our dunce; he thought the difference 
between the north and south was pramdential and circumr 
ill stantiaL It had its origin in prior ages, and therefore he 

had said the difference was only providential and circum- 
stantial.^ (Rev* B. B. Gurley, Ann. Meeting N. Y. Gol. 
Society. Af. Bep., July, 1850.) 

An admirable mode of. ignoring responsibility. Our 
brother, the king of Ashantee, is not •specially worse be- 
cause he makes slave-catching forays into peaceful vilr 






f' IJ; lages, or piles up pyramids of human skulls around his 

palace ; these usages had their origin '!in prior ages,^' are 
deemed peculiarly needful to the order and prosperity of 
his miyesty^s realm, have not their "present dependence" 
on his '^ choice," are merely ''providential and circum- 

1 \ StantiaL" 

Ij ' \ It should be. noticed that. the disclaimers against eman- 

. cipation, in the early stages of the colonization movement^ 

were of course directed against gradual emandpationf for 

it was not until after 1830 that the idea of immediate 

emancipation was promulgated to any extent. 

i; "The solution of the problem which these difficulties, 

present is the great jue^an cfthe day, lind the abolition* 
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ists have made it so. They propose to solve it by eman* . 
cipating the slaves wherever held, and changing the hearts 
and prejudices of the whites, until color ceases to be a 
mark of caste, and caste ceases to exist. The coloniza- 
tionists propose to solve it, leaving hearts and prgudicet oi 
they are^ by opening an outlet, through which, when the I 

free colored people themselves shall feel the necestUy of 
removal, they may emigrate to a home as free as this/' 
(Address of J* H.B. Latrobe, N. T. OoL Soc. Meeting, 
May, 1852.) 

Here we have the testimony of the president of the 
American Colonization Society, that the abolitionists have 
made this problem of the rights and conditions of the 
enslaved race '' the great question of the day.'^ Truly an . 
acknowledgment from a Ugh source of the power of the 
antislavery movement We are told too by the same high 1 
authorily, that colonizationists propose to kaoe hearts and 
prejudices as they are / 

** Slavery was not of voluntary adoption In* | 

troduced by authority of Qreat Britain, it was found at 
the period of our independence a constituent part of the 
body politic, was subsequently recognized by federal and 
state constitutions. . . • • It is, therefore^ politically 
and socially constitutional ; yet, like air other, things 

human and earthly, has its evils When intro* 

ducedi they (our ancestors) sought to mitigate its evils to 
both races and make the institution if possible a blessing 
to each. How far this Christian effort has been fSEtithfidly 
and successfully pursued, we are willing our enemies them^ 
selves should tell the world, in the facts they are com- 
polled to record, and out of which ages to come will form 
their estimate of our character. Let us leave all feverish 
anxieties on that subject and go boldly forward in the high 
duly imposed by Providence on us now.'' (Memorial to 
Ya. L^slature, indorsed by B. W. Bail^Ti Agent Am. Ool; 
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SocforVa. Thirty-flecond Ann. Report of An. Gol. Soc. 
Appendix.) - 

Staveiy has its evils in the eyes of these Virginia colo-. 
nizationists, bnt bo have "all other things human and 
earthly," and they speak complacently of the " Chriatiao- 
efforts of the masters of the Old Dominion to 'mitigate ' 
these evils, and make the institntion, if possible, a blessing." 
No hostility to Blavery there snroly, and these views aro 
indorsed o^cudb/ by the American Colonization Society. 

Bot let ns tnm to a later evidence — a speech of Henry 
Clay at Washington, at the annual meeting of the society 
in 1851, (Thirty-fonrth Annnal Heport) " I believe, and I 
have as mnch confidence in the belief as in my own exist-' 
ence,that the day vrill come, — distant, very far SiOant, 
perluaps, — bnt tiiat the day will come, when, by voluntary 
emancipation, and the acts of individnals and the states 
themselves, vrithont any nsnrpation of power on the port 
of the general government, tiiere will be an end of sla- 

veiy. It is to the operation of nafwFiiI cower to 

which I look for its nltimate extinction. ..... Bnt 

it may be asked, what is meant by natural causes. I mean 
this. Some twenty years ago I went more at lai^, than, 
I feel now at liber^ to do, idto this subject. I went into 
tite moiat operand of these natoral causes, by which, in a 
long time, I am of opinion there will be an extinction of 
slavey. V 

"There will be an extinction of slavery whenever the 
densi^ of the population of the United States shall be so 
great, that free labor can be procured by those who want - 
the command of labor at a cheaper rate, and under less 
onerous conditions, than slave labor can be commanded. 
.... Whenever the time comes, as it will come, that 
our population shall be three or four times as great as at 
present, that the prices of labor, the wages of manual labor 
Bb»n be 80 reduced tiiat it will be too bordensome oa the 
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part of the owners of slaves to raise them for the sake. of < 
the labor they perform, whenever it he^mes the interest of 
the slave states and of the slaveholders to resort to anoth- 
er kind of labor than. that which is furnished by slaves,— 
whenever that epoch comes there will be a termination of 
slavery. (Applause.) Now, gentlemen, I am not aboul^ 
as I said before, to specify the time that this is going to^ 
happen. I cannot do it ; but I would repress if I could the 
impatience of those who are unwilling to wait the slow, 
operation of the means and instrumentalities which Ood 
and Nature furnish in order to accomplish the great 
purposes of his wisdom. (Applause.) • • • . What, 
in a national point of view, is a century to a nation ? 
Nothing.^ 

This distinguished colonizationist, addressing a large 
audience of the leaders in the movement assembled in the 
Capitol of the Union, says he believes with as great a con- 
fidence as he has in his own existence, that slavery will 
be abolished in this country, — when it becomes the inter- 
est of the slaveholders that it should cease, — and the 
statement is received with applause 1 This is colonization 
hostility to slavery 1 ' 

ilr. Clay continues : — 

" If we are told, in relation to one of the most intimate, 
and important relations of life, (the relation of marriage,) 
^- and it is always pronounced on the performance of that 
ceremony, — that whom God hath united let no man dare 
put asunder, I think I may with equal propriety say , —* 
let those whom Gk>d has kept asunder by tiieir physical 
condition, their constitution, their intellects, their natures, 
by circumstances on which it would not be fitting for me 
to dwell in this place, not be attempted to be united by 
any presumptuous human power.'' (Applause.) . 

A stem rebuke of amalgamation ; an old bugbear, mucb^ 
talked about Some few years since Mr. Clay said tliat^.in 
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a centoiy, if slavery existed, " all complexional differences 
would cease.'' This, of course, would be the result of 
herding millions together, like Hie beasts that perish, and 
of a licentious amalgamation following the abrogation ol 
all marriage ties. And yet this colonization audience 
could applaud both his rebuke of amalgamation, and his 
desire to restrain the impatience of tiiose who could not 
wait the operation of natural causes for the abolition of 
a system which was destroying " all complexional differ- 
ences ^ by this rapid and reyolting process 1 

A good specimen of the consistency of those who are 
ever raising this bugbear cry while apologizing for sla- 
very, which makes a mockery of purity, and one of the 
results of which is so well described in Mr. Clay's remark 
on ** complexional differences." 

Mr. Clay said too, on the same occasion, ** As to law, 
(for abolition of slavery,) I believe I have had some expe- 
rience on that subject in the state to which I belong. 
i); The question was very much agitated there during the 
, J! year before last, and I am very muck reamcikd to the deci* 

i jli sion of my state, although it was contrary to my wishes ; 

I ijl in that decision, however, I acquiesce, for I believe that 
no safe mode of gradual emancipation by law can termi* 
nate, in any one of the states, the existence of slavery 
much if any sooner than it would bo terminate4 by the op- 
I oration of natural causes J* There were probably those pres- 
ent who did not agree with this idea of the speaker. No 
doubt there are colonizationists who would be glad to see 
i| laws passed by the states for the abolition of slavery.' 
We quote this to show how proslavery sentiments are 
uttered on the platform of the society, and how they are 
received, applauded, or passed by in sUence. One single 
I free and fSedthful declaration, (and such might have been 
made with no greater departure from ike exdusive cbject 
of the society than was involvedJn these sentiments,) that 



ii 

'V 



' ! 



ii 

SI 



i; 



I'ii 



i 

if 

ifi 

I; 

'' '■■■ * ■ > H I|lli | m il I . , H I Mlii i i iiM M I WW l» llilWi^WiWW— ■ II' * ! " ' "" *' 



! 






n 



I 

,1. 



■'i 



THE AllEBIOAK COLOKOATION 800IETT* H 

slavery was a giant crime, and that duty demanded ite 
abolition, would have raised a storm in that hall such as 
never raged there yet 

• • • ^ "We of the south cannot see any project 
contemplating the continued residence of the African pop* 
ulation among us, which wo regard as worthy of our at- 
tention. Nor can we see any project of emancipating 
them which we do not regard as most disastrous to both 
races. In the providence of God a number of these human k 
beings have been confided to me, and the question hajs 
perpetually oppressed my conscience. I have wept and 
prayed before God, as I asked, what was to be the end of . 
all this 7 In those states where there were but a few of 
these human beings, and where slave labor might be ex- 
pensive, prospective laws were passed for the extinction 
of the institution. Those laws never will be passed in 
those states which lie far to the south. That is, their in- 
terest never will pass such laws, because upon the rich 
la^ds there slave labor will always be the cheapest and 
most profitable labor. Moreover, society wndd be subverted 
by the mammission of such a vast multitude bdonging to 
another race. Here am I a Christian ; I look to God in 
this matter, and to God alone. I have ceased from man 
long ago. If any thing be done it must be prompted by 
a Christian spirit and principle. .... Your society^ 
Mr. President, (Henry Clay,) as you remarked, distinctly 
recognizes the right of property at the south. You said, 
when you took the chair which you now 'fill, and which' 
»God grant you may long live to adorn, that it was only 
on this condition that Mr. Randolph, yourself, and others 
who have gone, gone away, were members. The rights 
of the south to the peculiar species of property to which 
reference is made, must not be touched. A great number 
of us at the south prefer to hold that species of propert]p;. 
Our rights must be held^ sacred. « • • • People may 
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differ about the language of the Bible as to flUaTerjybnt no 
ll one can doubt the language of the Bible as to obedience to 

the laws. (Applause.) I repeat it, the rights of the south 
must be respected ; thqr mnst be held sacred. I say again; 
^j that if any thing be done for slaTCiy, it must be done by 

thesonth." (Ret. Dr. Fuller, Ann. Meeting, 1851.) 

Dr. Fuller declares, that the south must do whatever is 
done ; and says, that the states far south never will pass 
laws for the abolition of slavery, because their interest 
would be against such a move. He says he is a Christian ; 
admits, in another part of his address, that '^slavery is not 

• a good thing ; '^ and yet in stating that the people far south 
I ij will never act against their interest by passing laws to 

> abolish this system, " not good,'' wholly forgets the great 

weapon otthe Christian — the sword of the Spirit of TrutL 

I hiered is ominipUad. It is said, that as the noble Madame 

BoLAND was being led to executionr in the days of the 
French revolution, looking around on the bleeding and 

• murdered victims of republican vengeance, she exclaimed, 
** O Liberty, what deeds are done in thy holy name 1 ^ As 

I one reads the pious declaration of this distinguished divine, 
^ Here am I a Christian ; I look to God in this matter, 
and to Gk>d alone ; ^ and then his other declaration, ^ A 
great number of us at the south prefer to hold that species 
of property. Our rights must it hM sacred /^^ — he will 
[| . V think of the sighs and groans daily going up to God from 
that terrible prison house of slavery, and exclaim, ''O 
Christianity, what words of blasphemy are uttered in 
thy holy name ! " * 

It may be said, that Br. Fuller was not a member of 
the society, and declares he only spoke as an individual. 
He said, at the commencement of his address, that he felt 
their invitation to speak ''to be a call from God to enlist 
his poor- efforts at once in the cause of colonization ; " and 
when he took his seat» the next speaker, J. H* B. Latrobb, 
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said, '^ I have listened wUh great pleasure to every thing said 
by tiie gentleman who preceded me.'' 

At the thirty-fifth anniversary of the society, Jan«, 
1852, in an address by the Hon. Fbedebio P. Stamton, of 
Tennessee, is the following passage : — 

'* The only remedy for this antagonism, which must exist i 

so long as the races remain together, in my humble judg- 
ment^ is davery. Like the alkali^ which causes the oil and 
water to combine, slavery neutralizes the antagonism of the 
whites and blacks for the mutual interest of both. I do not . 
mean to say that ' slavery in the abstract ' is right. I am 
not one of those who believe that slavery is either des- 
tined to be, or I ought to be, perpetual. But I speak 
of the necessary and inevitable relations between the two 
races in a condition such as that which exists in the United 
States. The free black man in this country, deprived of' 
social equality, and generally of political rights, is virtual- 
ly a slave. I believe ho assumes a level in society even 
lower than that of the slave." [ 

Ingenuity has been taxed repeatedly in our country to 
give slavery smooth names, significant of any thing but 
robbery and wrong. The " peculiar institution " is the 
most common title. A distinguished gentleman, since minis- 
ter at the Court of St. James, in a correspondence with a 
Virginian years ago, on subjects connected with the pe- 
cuniary and industrial interests of that state, felt com- 
pelled to allude to slavery, and not wishing to uso a term 
that might grate harshly on the ear of the fastidious 
southerner, called it '' unenlightened labor." A large eccle^ 
siastical body, nine years since, in a vote relating to the 
peculiar position of a slaveholding bidiop, called it an 
^ impediment ; " but it was reserved for the fertile genius of 
a distinguished cQlonizationist to make this great institu- 
tion aU the same as an alkau, a soothing medicinal prep** 
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aration workiiig for the good of both classes of patients 
to whom it waSy in some sorti administered 1 * 

Mr. Stanton is, we beliere, one of the projectors and- 
advocates of the proposed ** Ebony Line " of steamers ; 
and we would suggest, that if said line shonld ever go 
into operation, the great fSstcilities it will give for trans- 
porting colored people to Afnca, and the consequent temp- 
^ \ tations offered to b^evolent masters to manumit slaves for 
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transportation, be under €ar;/ii/and judicious management, 
lest ill results might follow from the too sudden diminution 
of this sovereign "alkali,'' so essential to neutralize our 
"antagonisms.'' 
I ! ! Is not the proof evident, and abundant, that the Colo- 

nization Society is not hostile to blavebt, and carefully 
disclaims such hostility? — only following the evil and 
inevitable necessity of an association originated under 
slaveholding influences, perpetuated by those same in- 
fluences, and used as a means of deceit and treachery to 
the cause of the slave and the best and highest welfare of 
the nation ? 

We close by an extract from the thirty-fourth annual 
report of the society. How fair a show the advocates of 
this scheme can assume, and how it contrasts with the 
real spirit of the movement, all can easily judge. 
•- V ** We come to you, fellow-citizens, with this enterprise — 
the noblest yet devised by man for the good of his follow- 
man, fraught with more precious hopes than any the world 
has seen once the Mayflower moored on the Bock of 
PlymoutL We come with it to you at your firesides and 
in your fields — when you bow down, morning and even- 
ing to offer up to heaven your thankcfgiving for the rich 
and abundant blessings with which He has crowned your 
lot ; when your wife is at your side, and your children at 
your feet, your hearthstone bright with joy, and your 
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bosom warm with freedom and hopo ; in the midst of your 
overflowing happiness, we plead with you for the homeless 
and the exiled. We appeal to you as freemen, to uphold 
a republic — as Christians, to send the light of your holy 
religion to a heathen continent— as men, to contribute 
something to wipe out the darkest spot that stains the 
annals of human misery.^. 
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APOLOGIES FOB SLAYEBY. — APPEALS TO 

FEAB AND INTEBEST. 

Wb bare seen that ihe American Colonization Society, 
nded firom ihe commencement by slayeholders and iheir 
supporters, a gmlty partnership with a class of men who, 
from the necessity of their position, mud and wiB ruk 
I i I those with whom tiiey associate for any purpose connected 

with the condition of the people of color in our country, 
has always and does still disclaim all hostility to slayery. 

One step in the career of compromise opens the way 
for another, and of course we must expect to see the sociefy 
doing more for its slavebolding masters. In this we shall 
' not be disappointed, and shall find that it apologizes for 
and defends tiie slaveholder, appeals to his interest and 
to tiie guilty fears of a prejudiced people to secure 
cooperation 

Let us see the evidence on those points : — 

*^ A third point in which the first promoters of this ob- 
lect were united, is that few individual slaveholders can, 
in the present state of things, emancipate their slaves if 
they would. The relation is one which, where it exists, 
grows out of the very structure of society, andj^ the exid" 
enee tf vAkh the master is ordbiartty as lUi^ 
dace. He (the planter) looks around him and sees that 
flie condition of tiie great mass of emancipated Africans is 
one m annparisan with iaUo& the etmdiiion of his doves is 
enmabkt and bo is convinced that if he withdraws from his 
slaves his authorily, his support^ his protection, and leaves 
them to shift for themselves, he turns them out to be vaga- 
bonds! and paupers, and felons, and to find in the work* 
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house and the penitentiary the home whieh they ought to 
have retained on his paternal acres/' (Address of Han- 
agers of Conn. Col. Soc., Af. Rep., iv. 119, 120.) 

This comes from a northern source, and doubtless it 
was peculiarly gratifying to the planters to find that their 
brethren in New England thought them as little accounta- 
ble as the slaves for the existence of slavery, and looked 
on them as kind guardians, keeping the colored people 
out of the workhouse by a parental care and authority. 
No slaveholder could fail to appreciate the fjBLCt that he 
could manage such ** managers '' to his own perfect satis- 
faction. 

" PoHcy and even the voice of humanity forbade the prog- 
ress of manumission ; and the salutary hand of law came 
forward to cooperate with our convictions, and to arrest 
the flow of our feelings and the ardor of our desires.'' 
(Af. Bep., iv. 268.) 

" With a writer in the Southern Beview we say, ' The 
situation of the people of these states was not of their 
choosing. When they came to the inheritance it was 
subject to this mighty incumbrance, and it would be 
criminal in them to ruin or waste the estate to get rid of 
the burden at once.' With this writer we add also, in 
the language of Captain Hall, 'tl\at the slaveholders 
ought not (immediately) to disentangle themselves from 
the obligations which have devolved upon them as masters ' 
of slaves.' We believe that a master may sustain his re- 
lation to the slave with as little criminality as the slave 

sustains his relation to the master Slavery, in 

its mildest form, is an evil of the darkest character. Cruel 
and unnatural in its origin, no plea can be urged in justifi- 
cation of its continuance but the plea of necessity" (Af. 
Bep., V. 327, 834.) } 

• • • . ''They (abolitionists) confound the misfor- 
tunes of one generation with the crimes of another, and 
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|, would sacrifice bofh indiyidual and public good to an 

I vnsukstmUial theory cf the rights of man" (Af. Rep., viL 

200,202.) 

^ I HAT BE PEBIUTTED TO DECLARE THAT I WOULD BE A 
\'. SLAYEHOLDEB TO-DAT WITHOUT SCRUPLE." (Fourteeilih An- 

jj nnal Report.) 

Suppose the declaration had been, " I would be an abo- 

j; UTiONisT to-daj without scruple/' — how would that hare 

been received ? Had it been said with as earnest a pur- 
pose as that which prompted these apologies, its author 
would hare been proscribed, and the cry raised of depart- 
ure from the exdusive object of the societj. 

Not onlj do we find the plea of the tyrant, necessity, 
used, but the general kindness of masters and the superior- 
itj of the condition of the slave under judicious guardi- 
anship, extolled. The inevitabk tendency of the slaveholder's 
position is, to call his fierce passions into activity ; it is 
the part of the truest kindness to him that he should see 
and feel his danger. But colonization advocates '' leaving 
hearts and prejudices as thej are," onlj tell of '' the salu- 
tary hand of law," of " being slaveholder without scruple," 
of the " amiable " condftion of the poor bondman as com- 
pared to the free black. 
< . " The slaves of tjie south are, comparatively, not only 
a civilized people, but we doubt if, in the whole history of 
"mankind, a single example can be adduced of a race of 
men, startmg from such a depth of moral degradation and 
I barbarism, and in a century and a half making so vast an 

i ^ . advance in civilization. This progress has been owing, as 
.webdieve,inno small part to the fact of their being slaves." 
{N'orth American Review, Oct., 1851.) 

How blind and remiss in duty are the civilized nations 
of the world, that they do not more fiuthfully labor to 
elevate the more degraded by enslaving as large a number 
as possible I . England has now a clear duty toward Ire- 
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land ; she has but to reach a strong arm across the Chan- 
nel and, enslave all the nation, and Ireland will rapidly 
become " redeemed and disinthralled '' from her degrada* 
tion. Bat alas 1 Russia alone is going nobly forward in 
the path of duty, and, sad to say, even Czar Nicholas is 
losing, in some measure, his devotedness to the cause of 
slavery, and removing some of his ser& from beneath it« 
ennobling influences I 

The article in the Review quoted fit)m was written 
with '' particular reference '^ to the colonization question. 
One more extract : — 

** We confess that we fear if one hundred and iifty years 
ago any large number of native Africans had been landed 
in New England, and left in their freedom to provide for 
themselves, that their descendants at this moment, if any 
existed, would be in a far more debased condition than if 
their fathers had been trained up from barbarism under 
the restraints of slavery. But while this is true, and wh]{e 
it qualifies our regret that slavery sbould have existed, 
• • ; .' toe have no idea of aUaunng oursdves to be regard' 

ed as its apologists or defenders We cannot 

doubt that sooner or later it (slavery) will be swept from • 
the land. But whether emancipation will, in any calculate 
period, result in any decided good to whites or blacks, we ^ 
think a much more unsettled poinf *w'' 

" lu'the first' place they (the north) ought seriously t6[« 
reflect that we of the south are not responsible for th^ 
introduction of the Africans into this country. 

'' They were introduced here in spite of the protests of 
many of the colonists. In the next place they ought to 
reflect that the African has been vastly improved. • • . . . 
In point of comfort, I speak from personal obseryiation 
when I say that with a kind master he is far better cared 
for, more comfortable, more happy, than most of the Euro- 
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llj pean peasantry.'' (Rey. Dr. Fnlleri of Baltimore, thirty- 
fourth Ann. Meeting, 1851.) 

Bat there are certain things. Dr. Fuller grants, which 
the south should admit. One is, that slayery impoyerishes 
the state I another that the Scriptures should be taught to 
the slaves, and that it is a question whether ''husbands 
and wives ought to be separated, whether labor ought to 
be received without compensation." 

The first question he leaves untouched; perhaps has 
not given it that prayerful consideration its importance 
demands. Of the second he speaks thus : — 

'^ In a conversation with the late Mr. Calhomi, he said 
to me that he thought we did pay fair wages to our slaves. 
Idonai go into the cakulaHon, I do not go into, the dollars 
and cents ; it is the priricipk for which I am contending. 
Above all, to a generous mind perfed dependence is ever an 
vrremtStk pka for proUcHon. Hence we will die for a 
woman. She is dependent upon us, and has a claim which 
no brave and generous man can resist 

" I knowno men more generous than our southern planters. 
They are quick of resentment, and very justly indignant 
*l at the gross assaults of the aboKtionists, but kfi to their own 

firee and generous impulses, they are the very men to 
•^ admire and imitate Antoninus and other Roman emperors, 
who became guardians to the slaves, and exercised over 
them a paternal government.'' 

Who can doubt, that after such an earnest appeal, wages 
at once will be paid to the great migority of those now 
>.jiespoiled of the firuits of their labor? A few planters of 
^peculiarly high and noble natures may, perhaps, cling to 
the charm of " perfect dependence," and extend a fostering 
guardianship over their servants who plead so irresistibly 
for protection. It is due to Dr. Fuller to say that he is 
yet one of that number exercising a " paternal govern- 
j&ent " over servants, enough to assume the appellation of 
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" a large slaveholder/' ferhaps preparing them for Liberia, 
although more probably waiting mitil Congress shall per- 
form what, in another part of his speech, he calls the 
*^ sacred duty,'^ not ''merely to deport, but to purchase, to 
redeem, the slares of those who are willing to engage in 
an arduous, tedious, but most sublime undertaking/' 

" As has been said by the reverend and eloquent gentle- 
man who pteceded me, (Rev. Mr. Slaughter of Ya.,) AM* 
can slaves were brought to the shores of this continent 
almost simultaneously with the first tread of a white man's * 
foot upon this wr North America. 

" We see in that, oar short-sightedness only sees^ the effect 
' of a desire of the white mian to appropriate to himself the 
results of the labor of the black man as an inferior and a 
slave. Now let us look at it. These negroes and all who 
have succeeded them, brought hither as captives taken in 
the wars of their own petty sovereigns, ignorant and bar- 
barous, without the knowledge of God, and with no rea- 
sonable knowledge of their own character and condition, 
have come here, and here — although in an inferior, a sub- 
ordinate, an enslaved condition — have learned more, and 
come to know more of their Creator and of themselves 
than all whom thej^ have left behind them in their own 
barbarous kingdoms. .... He has the lights of 
knowledge, he has the lights of Christianity, and he goes 
back (to A&ica) infinitely more advanced in all that makes 
him a respectable human being than his ancestors were 
when they were brought from the barbarism of Africa to 
slavery in the United States. (Applause.) Gentlemen, 
the ways of Providence are dark and intricate. Our im- J 
agination traces them in vain." (Speech of Hon. Daniel 
Websteb. Thirty-fifth Ann. Meeting, Washington, 1852.) 

"The original sin of capturing slaves in Africa and 
bringing them here belongs to England, and there were 
remonstrances sent to her in vain from these states when 
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they were colonies, from the time of Saucy Bess to the 
impudence of the Stuarts and the dull confonnity of the 
Georges. • • • • In the New Testament there was a 
passage which enjoined slaves under the yoke to be obedi- 
ent to their own masters ; God had never, in the New 
Testament, ordered the slaveholder^ to give up their 
slaves. When Christianity commenced the world was 
remarkable for two things ; one was idolatry, and the 
other was slavery. Why was there a difference made ? 
Idolatry was strictly proMbited ; slavery was not.^ (Speech 
of Rev. 8. H. Cox, D. D. Ann. Meeting, N. Y. CoL So- 
dety, 1851.) 

In going through this long list of miserable and guilty 
apologies and defences of a system so fitly described as 
the ''sum of all villanies'' by a clergyman of the "olden 
time,'' one is constantly and sadly reminded how compro- 
mise with sin darkens and perverts the best and ablest 
minds. The whole colonization schema, as conducted by 
the society and its advocates, is but a miserable game of 
policy and temporizing expediency ; those who engage in 
it, if they do so passively, are only used as contributors 
to give their money and presence and names to further 
evil designs ; if they work actively, take a leading part, 
become planners and ezecuters, consistency must be cast 
aside, fidelity to freedom and right repudiated, oppression 
in its direst form apologized for, false argument used. 

This endless can^ about "the original sin^' of England 
^ in forcing slaves on us is simply ridiculous. England 
forced other things on us, and vk would not keep them; 
stamp acts were answered by riots, threepenny taxes 
on tea by the scenes in Boston harbor, and taxation with- 
out representation by the rattling musketry of Bunker 
Hill, and the roar of cannon from Camden to Saratoga. 
Each and all these we repudiated because we did not She 
them. Slavery was k^ blouse the nation did not ckooee to 
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repudiate U^ and colonizationists seek to delude and deceive 
themselves and others by casting off an awful responsi- [ 

bility, which it becomes ns to feel and meet with manly 
courage. 

In the early days of the colonization movements an ob* 
ject indispensable to its very existence was to gain the 
favor and confidence of the slaveholders. They were, as 
a body, jealous of any movement which had to do with the 
colored people, and the most unwearied pains were taken 
by colonizationists to gain a sure place in their favor, even 
to the extent of appeals to their interest in the shape of a 
prospective rise in slave property. A few such are given 
as specimens. 

"The object of the Colonization Society commends it- 
self to every class of society. The landed proprietor may 
enhance the vdue of his prcperty by assisting the enterprise/' 
(Af. Rep. i. 67.) 

"But is it not certain that, should the people of the 
Southern States refuse to adopt the opinions of the Colo- 
nization Society, (relative to the gradual abolition of sla- 
very,) and continue to consider it both just and politic to 
leave untouched a system, for the termination of which wo 
think the whole wisdom and energy of the states should be 
put in requisition, that they toiU contribute more effectually to 
the continuance and strength of this system by removing those 
now free, than by any or aU other methods which can pos- 
sibly be devised 7 Such has been the opinion expressed by 
southern gentlemen of the first talent and distinction. 
Eminent individuals have, we doubt not, lent their aid to 
this cause in expectation of at pnce accomplishing a noble 
and generous work for Africa, and for the objects of their 
patronage, and guarding that system^ the existence of which^ i[ 
* though unfortunatei they deem necessary ^ by separating from 
it those whose disturbing force augments its inherent vice& 
and darkens all the repulsive attributes of its character.. 
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In the decision of those indiyidnalsi as to the effects of 
the Colonization Society, we perceive no error of judgment: 
warhdiefuikesamey (Idem, p. 227.) 

The whole amounts to about this. " Gentlemen of the 
south, wo think slavery an evil, to be done away at some 
future pedod when it may suit* your convenience, and that 
our society is an excellent aid to that worthy object ; but 
if you do not agree with us, why, we think our society 
helps to 'guard' and 'continue' slavery. Take it as a 
help or a hinderance to abolition, as you will, it will do 
either to a charm, and disturb no prgudices. But, gentle- 
men, give us your aid and influence any how ; we are, as 
you see, very accommodating.'' (Idem, iv. 274.) 

" There was but one way, (to avert danger,) but that 
might be made effectual, fortunately. It was to provide arid 
he^ open a drain for the excess beyond the occasion qfprqfitabk 
tmphymentJ^ 

Mr. Archer had been stating the case, in the supposition 
that after the present class of free blacks had been ex- 
hausted by the operation of the plan he was recommend- 
ing, others would be supplied for its action, in the pro- 
portion of the excess of colored population it would be 
i necessary to throw off by the process of voluntary manu- 
mission or sale. '' This effect must result inevitably from 
the depreciating value of the slaves ensuing their dispro- 
portionate multiplication. The' depreciation would be 
relieved and retarded by the process. The two operations 
would aid reciprocally and sustain each other, and both 
be in the highest degree beneficial. It was on the ground 
I i 1 1 of interest therefore, the most indisputable pecuniary inter' 
estt that he addressed himself to the people and legisla- 
tures of the slaveholding states." (Speech of Mr. Archer 
of Ya. Fifteenth Ann. Report.) 

This distinguiiBhed colonizationist discusses profit and 
loss as calmly and with as much mathematical accuracy 
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as though it were blood horsesi working cattle, or 8wine, 
of the ''multiplication/' "sale/' " depreciation/' &o., of 
which he was writing. And whj should he not? Men 
and women are, perhaps, inventoried on his leger with 
the beasts he owns and works or raises for market, and 
he may hare a personal interest in the price slaves bear, 
as well as "other cattle/' (for the chivalry of Virginia coin 
mothers' hearts and children's tears into gold,) and wo 
fear much that Virginia colonizationists sometimes deal 
in their " sacred " property in the way of exchanging sur- 
plus slaves for gold, of which they have no surplus. Other 
similar appeals might be cited. They have been seldom 
made of late, as the vigilance of the abolitionists would 
detect and turn them to a quick and powerful account. 
Neither are they needed, for the object is attain^ and the 
Colonization Society stands fairly with the slave owners. 
They have comprehended its real character, and see that 
it does them no harm, but that they can ntk it, and use it 
as a means of deceiving the people and perpetuating their 
sway. 

There may be doubtless a small portion of the slave- 
holders who do not confide in or sympathize with the move- 
ment. That class known as " State Bights Men," " Seces- 
sionists," — who were not even satisfied with the " Compro- 
mise Acts of 1850 " and the '' Fugitive Slave Law/' because 
they were not sufficiently and entirely southern to suit 
their views, — may in some cases denounce the scheme. 
The " Southern Press,^^ established in Washington, to sustain 
radical views of the '' peculiar institution," attacked some 
of the views of the colonizationists. But that went down 
lor want of support, and the Colonization Society lives, 
its four or five njswspapers in the slave states are in being, 
and its agents obtain generous contributions, and are 
cordially entertaitied in the houses of the planters. Col- 
onizationists sometime in their addressies and publications 
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parade themselYes as valorously standing between the 
fires of ''the nltraists at the south and the ultraists at 
the north,'' and in great trial and difficulty thereby. Bid 
any one ever hear of a colonization meeting being broken 
vp at the sonthi or of men being abased personally, or 
suffering persecution any where at the hands of slave own* 
ere or negro haters, for being colonizationists ? 

Let the slave ownere and their allies suppose for a 
moment the scheme was inimical to their interests, or that 
its advocates were in earnest in opposing slavery, and 
every southern auxiUary society vxndd be svoept out of existence. 
ji { This talk about the strong opposition of southern ul* 

traists is all to deceive a class of men at the north, who 
V I , love to be drawn into a scheme so in accordance with 

I their prejudices, and which furnishes an easy way of being 

I j phflanthropic in the public esteem. 

I ; Appeals to the selfish fears, both of slave owners and 

T I the people of the north and south alike^ are a favorite and 

; I powerful means of gaining support and fostering the 

\ i pr^dice on which the society lives. 

Hi* ** What are these objects ? They are, tn the first phce^ 

i\ j * to aid ourselves, by relieving us from a species of popula- 
1 3 ' tion pregnant with future danger and present inconven- 

f q' ience.'' (Seventh Ann. Report) 

) ;] ' Suppose the constitution of the society had been, *^ The 

i 'i objects of this society shall be ' tn the first plact,^ '' &o., &c., 

t ^it would have read rather strangely. 

I '' *^ Wh§it is the free black to the slave ? . A standing per- 

i I petual incitement to discontent Though the condition of 

the slave be a thousand times the best, — supplied, pro^ 
tected, instead of destitute and desolate, — • yet the folly 
of the condition, held to involuntary labor, finds always 
allurement in the spectacle of exemption from it, without 
oonsideration of the adyuncts of wretchedness and misery. 
Tlie dave would have then littie excitement to discontent, 
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were it not for fhe free black.'' (Elfieentii Ann^ Be-: 

pori) . ' * ; V* 

. ''.To remoYO these persbiis (free blacks) from among-mt 
will increas&ihe tti;/Unef9 and improre the moral chara6^: 
ter of tiibse who rraain in senritade, and mft toAoie Ub&t 
tie amntry it unabbto dUperue. . That instances are fo be 
fotmd of colored! free persons npright and industrious is' 
not to be denied. But Ac greater portion, is is weU 
known, are a sonrce of malignant deprayity t<^ the dayes 
on the one hand and of corrupt habits to many of our 
white population on the other. • » • . I am'aYb^: 
giidan ; I dread for Aet Utid corroding evil of their* numer- 
ous caste, and I tremUefor the danger tfadmsfficHan Mprtair: 
tnig, Unnfogh (him 9idudiiomi^amimg,eiir nrvtuls.^ (A£ Bepk' 

iiL;«7,i970 ;.:•::/:: : : ;. 

.''They have all the lofty and immortal powers of ' 
man, and the time must arrite when th^ wiH foarlesdy' 
claim the prerogatives of man. . Thqr.may do it in the 
spirit of reyenge. They may do it in the spurit of des^ 
peration. And the results of such a mastering of theici 
energies— who can look atit eyen in the distant prospect 
without horror. 7. .. .. • • Who can fbretejl those 
scenes of carnage and terror our children, may witnesa 
unless a seasonable remedy be applied? ' The remedy is 
now within our reach. We can stop their increase^ we can 
diminish their number." ^ermon at Springfield, Mass.^. 
by Key. Baxter Dickinson, 1829.) ' / 

^f Those persons of color who. have been emancipated; 
are only nominally free f and the whole race, so long as thej^ 
remair among us, must necessarily h(^ kept in & conditicop 
full of wretchedness to them and dan/^ to ike vMlesJ*- 
(N. Y. CoL SoCr Second Annual Beport, 84.) * ' "-. " 

' I Oolonization has iippeals suited £6 different latitudes-^^ 
warning the slayeholder of^^incentiyes to discontents^ inr 
the persons of free blacks ; the northerner ofaterribb. 

if ' :' •"■•' .' -y ■ ■ . .^ '' ■ '. 
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time to come, when a despised race shall assert their digni- 
ty, with desperate energj, and telling him strange tales of 
llie dangerous position and incTitable wretchedness of the 
black man. " Love casteth out fear '' — hatred and preju- 
dice intensify it, and guilt magnifies it a thousand fold. 

" For the most conclusiye reasons this removal should 
be to Africa. K it be to the West Indies, to Texas, to 
Canada, then how strong and Various the objections to 
building up, in the vicinity of our own nation, a mighty 
empire from a race of men so unKke ourselves ! But if the 
removal be to Africa, then it is to a hoffy distance from 

us, and in their fatherland Then let us aid 

in removing that population which, under its peculiar rela- 
tion to tho whites, and under its degrading social and 
civil disabilities, is a most fruitful source of national dis- 
honor, demoralization, weakness, and horrid dangerJ^ 
(Memorial N. Y. Col. Society.) 

"To force upon the south a free colored population 
cannot be done ; the north need not expect it. Nor do the 
Korthem States desire the free people of color to become 
citizens among them. No, my friends, no 1 We do not 

vxmt them ; we abhor amalgamation We 

desire not our youth to grow up amidst the many tempta- 
tions to vice which such a population affords. • • • • 
Were thousands and hundreds of thousands of slaves set 
free, scattered over our land, filling the outskirts of our 
villages, degraded and degrading others, marked by God 
Vy as a distinct race, with no adequate human motives for 
'elevation, they would be a prey upon community.'^ (Speech 
of Hon. H. L. Ellsworth, Colonization Convention, Wash- 
ington, May, 1842.) 

''Nothing could be more unwise than the immediate 
liberation of all the slaves in the state. • • • • It 
would lead to the most Jrightfid disorders and the most 
fearfij and fatal consequences J^ (Letter of H. Clay to B. 
Fimidl on Emancipation in Ky., Af Bep. 1849.) 
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" Now, this state of things (black labor being dicfplace^ 
by white) eidsts at a time when there exists a mighty 
drain upon the Atlantic border for laborers to supply the 
vast country lying between the crests of the AUeghany 
and the shores of the Pacific. 

" But this drain cannot last foreyer ; and when it ceases, 
should the two races, which we have shown must forever 
remain distinct, still occupy the land, there will be a strife 
for hreeiif fearfid and tniurderous; a strife to be described ^ 
in all its horrors by some future Victor Hugo, should talent 
be perpetuated for the occasion ; a strife in which the fate 
of the weaker and colored race may easily be imagined ; 
a strife which would have been furnished with a prototype 
in 1847 in Ireland had its population been divided into 
white and black, .... entertaining the same feel- 
ings which prevail here, and two men of different color 
had been required to divide between them the loaf not 
sufficient to satisfy the craving appetite of one starving 
wretch." (Reply of J. H. B. Latrobe to Victor Hugo's 
Letter to Mrs. Chapman.) 

" The time has fully come, when, if we do not gra^pfk 
boldly the difficulties, and control them, they will control us ; 
* • . • they can never be raised to an equality. 
.... It has been attempted, but when had the experi- 
ment ever succeeded ? 

" Let St. Domingo give the answer,/uff of solemn wam^ 
ing and instruction P' (Memorial to Va. Legislature, inr 
dorsed by E. W. Bailey, Agent Am. Col. Soc, 1849.) ' 

" Meanwhile tbie colored man's prospects of a satisfao 
tory home in the United States are continually growing 
darker. .... Tho Jierce contests which have been 
waged concerning the rights of the colored man, bond and 
free, have extensively fastened attention upon them as a 
source of discord and danger. .... In this state ot 
feeling there is much that is inexcusably wrong; still it 
exists.^ QAzaa. Ooh Soc., Tenth Ann. Bep.) - 
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i[ ' : ^ As Btavery is abolished in the south, firee negroes will 

crowd the cities on the Atlantic shore. . Are our mechanics 
luid laborers readj to receiVe them ? is a question that 
tdmits of but one answer. Abolish slaveiy in the Bouth-, 
and allow emancipated negroes to settle among us, and in 
lea ttm twenty ytan there will be a war of races at the^ 
Horthi unless colonization immediately follows einancipa 
tion.'' (N. Y. Globe, 1850, copied in Pamphlet oh Colonl* 
^! cation and Hail Steamers.) "''■.'■:". 

> ^Let it suffice to say that we have in our midst, in i)id 
Sree colored people, an eoU of enormous magnitude; that 
this evil has increased, is increasing, and ought to be dimin^ 
uKecL'' (Pamphlet on Oolonization, New York; 1850.) 
^ Not only is it an ** evil of enormous magnitude ^ that 
^e firee blacks are among us, but e¥en Hayti, Ouba, or 
Heucb would be too near for a race " so unlike oursely^,? 
ioid onty when the ** Atiantic rolls its impassable barrier 
1)etween us^ and the distant coast of Africa — which may 
ilmosi be called 



HTlut boom from whence '' fio ffrnj^rwif << retiuniy ■ 
To.teU the.tecreti of hii^ybtv^ Aohm-* 

^ * * 

is proposed as a homo for the outcast negro, are wq w]iol; 
ly ^ safe,'' in the imagination of the colonizationist.. 

No word of bold and manly rebuke against a wide- 
spread, wicked prejudice — only now and then an apolo- 
getic remonstrance to &11 blandly on the ear\)f those who 
^\loTe virtue madeeasyt and to be unheeded by the oppresisor 
«nd lus allies. ''There is much in this state of things 
that is inexcusably wrong, but still it exists," says, some 
good easy northern colonizationist ; anil t)iei( hp tiims to 
ia friend and talks fearfully of ** discord and danger," and 
AUkkes his liberal donation, which goes to aid those who 
control him, in carrying on ja merciless crusade against the 
eDTored:man,and making hatred and fear grow, sterner 
and darker stUIf . '^ 
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'. /I We live in acoantrji vhere, let' a man but be ^ ^bite 
m^, and he need not look up to any other human being as 
his^ superior by birth. (Applause.): There is no' honor, no: 
emolument to which he may not elevate himselfii ' ; : . n .• 
All this the free colored man sees and knolirs. He ee&Br 
And knows, too, that it' is nothing buthis color r^ the color 
givotL him by Gk>d — ^ which shuts him out' from this nctble 
and ennobling competition. And what must bo the cqAt 
sequence to him ? * " ' ' . 

"It isimpassibk but that the toors^'iNzsiion^-f enyy, malice; 
vindictiyeness, if not atheism — will rankle in hiii. bosonii 

• 

making him unhappy to himself and dangerous to the state. 
Already we have here and there fearftd premonitions flash- 
ing up now and then. Let me tell you, nothing but fear 
represses the utterance, loud and deep, of passions which 
will only be the more fearfid, because they cannot find 
any vent.^ (Bev. Dr. Fuller, Thirty-fourth Ann. Meeting, 
1851.) 

These are the words and views of leading advocates of 
the '' benevolent colonization scheme " — spoken not in a 
comer, but in the most public places of our land. This 
chapter cannot perhaps be more fitly closed than by giving 
the first paragraph of the Seventeenth Annual Report 
it (1849) of the New York State Colonization Society, 
I I which needs no comment beyond the simple contrast with 
I 1 the quotations already made : — 
H I " Contemplating as it does a recompense of justice and 

I of humanity to Africa and her injured children, by apply- 

^■: ing a remedy for her great social' and moral evils, recog- 

I nizing in its operation the transcendent value of the 

J Christian religion, not only for individual and eternal sal- 

vation, but as a fountain whence peace^ m/ercy^ and every 
\ temporal good perpetually Jlou)s, conferring upon the colonists 

I the immediate possession of privileges and rights, social 
j and political, almost inaccessible among us ; awakening 
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in ihem an approhension of the capacities of Africa for 
improvement, and their calling of Providence to attempt 
it; obviating difficulties which embarrass and prevent 
emancipation by presenting a practical mode for its accom- 
plishment, alike beneficial to the white and oohred racBf 
to America and Afirica ; ezhibitmg in the most convincing 
and nnanswerable manner the fitness of the African for 
the highest privil^^ of freedom and civilization, the 
Colonization Society stands before the American people 
fearless of investigatioui and confidently demandhig 



■r 






> r 



1 



pi 

in 

■it I 



i 



;i t » 



I 
' t 



^\ 



•■ 



'ii 



i 



^np 



THB AlIBBIOAV GOLONIZATtOK BOdETT, 68 



OPPOSED TO UNOONDmONAL EMANCTPATrON/r- 
HOSTILE TO THE ANTISLAYEBY MOVEMENT. 

The Colonization Society and its advocates are atpecial' 
ly careful to declare hostilit7 to dihedute eicakcipation 
as the right of (he shoe and the du^y and highest vnUrut of 
the master, and detebioned OPPOsmoK to the antisli- 
vebt moyehent ; and certainly no way could be devised 
to stand better with slaveholders and tiieir allies. It also 
claims to bo the only remedy fob slaveby. This passes 
well at the north. 

Talk to the slaveholder about removing the free blacks 
from the country, and suggest colonization as a remedy 
for slavery at some day necessarily distant, — saying that 
of course you do not " condemn " him at all, that his right 
of property is ^sacred," that any initiative steps in a 
matter of such a delicate nature should be left to his 
judgment and interest, and the conversation may help the 
relish of a glass of choice Madeira, or add to the gusto 
with which the planter leisurely puffs his fragrant "Ha- 
bana " after dinner, as he sits in his cool veranda, and 
looks complacently upon his slaves toiling beneath the 
fervid sun. To make your election to his favor sure, dis- 
course with some little earnestness about the folly and 
wickedness of immediate emancipation, and all shall ^go 
merry as a marriage bell.'' 

Spice the talk with a little choice abuse of abolitionists, 
a few sneers at the whole antislavery enterprise, and the 
.host will introduce you to his friends as a " Yankee, sen- 
sible enough to be a southerner." You will be used well, 
.iecottfe you eon he put to good use, — made a undking upclo^ 
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! gist far davery. Just such a course the Colonization Soci- 

etj, on a larger scale, pursues ; of course, it is well used 
and fiunfe good use cf. 

I ^It appears indeed the only feasible mode bj which we 

'tan remove this stigma as well as danger from among us. 

Thdr sudden and entire freedom would be a fear/vi and- 

ferhaps dreadfid experiment^ destructive of all the ends of 

•liberty, for which their condition would unfit them, and 

which they would doubtless greatly abuse. Even their 

release, at apparently proper intervals, but uncontrolled 

as to their future habits and hcation, would be a very 

hazardous charity. Their gradual emancipation, there- 

'fore, under the advantages of a free government formed 

in their native land, by their own hands, ofifering all the 

rewards usual to industry and economy, and affording the 

ineans of eigoying in comfort a reputable and free ezist- 

xhce, is th€ only raHonial nwde of relieving them from the 

' bondage of their present condition." (Af. Rep. i. 89.) 

^The cohditioh of a slave suddenly emancipated and 

Ihrown upon his own resource is ^/rom »mjE>r<>i;ed ; and, 

however laudable the feeling which leads to such emanci- 

pation,'its policy and propriety are at least questionable." 

j (Beportof Tenn. Col. Soc.) 

-. ''The inhabitants of the soixth cannot and ought not 
suddenly to emancipate their slaves, to remain among 
them free. Such a measure would be. no blessing to the 
daves, bnt the verynuidness of sdf-desirvdion ta^ the whites. 
In the south, the horrid scenes that would too certainly 
•follow the liberation of their slaves, are present to every 
imagination, to stifle the calls of justice and humanity^" 
^B^irst'AJmualBeportNew Jersey Col. Soc.) : 
: ^Ii,u>ould he as humanie to throw ikem, from the decks inthe 
nuddk passages to set them free in this comirjfJ' ' (At Bep. 
.bv2260- • :" ■ : ^::: 

.■ ^Tbe Bockfy having declared, ' that it is in bo wise 
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allied to zxij aboUtim society in America, or el8€iwhere|, i& 
ready, when there is need, fo past a censure upon such socie^ 
ties in America." (Speech of Mr. Harrison of Ya. Eler^ 
enth Annual Report, p.^ 14.) 

It shotdd bo remembered, that the abolition societies up 
to this date had not'adopted the idea of immediate eman- 
cipation, had not come on to the ground that slavery was 
a sin to be ceased from at once. So we see the Goloniza* 
tion Society ready to censure even societies for gradual 
abolition, if they granted the slave the right to remain 
here. 

The darkened mind of the slaveholder, filled with fears 
and prejudices, can see nothing but bloodshed and devasj 
tation in the path of voluntary emancipation, apd the 
colonizationist fosters these horrid fears, which stand lik^ 
ugly demons guarding the door of the slave's dungeon) 
by picturing the *' horrid scenes that would too certainly 
follow the liberation of the slaves," and tres^ting such 
liberation as ''the very madness of . ^If-de^tn^ctipn to the 
whites." 

No drop of blood was ever shed as a consequence of 
voluntary emancipation, and, as every intelligent reader 
*•- knows, " the horrors of the St. Domingo tragedy " were 
the results^ not of emancipation, but of efforts. made by. 
the French, under the orders of Napoleon, to reduce the 
emancipated blacks to slavery. Were every slave freed 
to-day, the evils which have grovm up with slavery could 
not at once be done away ; for long years the taint of this 
terrible moral leprosy would be felt; but in the ptve air 
of freedom the disease would at length be cured, while 
without the healthful influence of such an atmosphere^ the 
Ibulcorruption spreads and strikes/deeper. - 

But it is no part of the scope of the colonization move* 

I ment to* show th»t righteousness and peace are ever ap^ 

{tointed'of Godto walk hand'in hand. No; it ''leaves 
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prejudices as ihej are,'' or turns aside from its ffdenied 
exdusive object to strike hands with the blinded and guilty 
Oppressor, to utter smooth words in his ear, and cast a 
diarker shadow athwart his dim yision. 

But to our testimony, giving ^ conArmation strong as 
Holy Writ,'' of the character of this detestable scheme. "' 

" What righif I demand, have the children of Africa to\ 
a home in the white mwn!s country?^' (Speech of Mr. Custis. 
Fourteenth Report, p. 24.) 

^ Benlved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, it is the 
solemn duty of every patriot and philanthropist to dis- 
countenance and oppose the efforts of antislavery societies." 
(Col. Soc. of Middletown, Conn., March 6, 1834.) 

^Mr. Ourlej, Secretary of the Society, gave some 
very striking facts, to show that sudden and universal 
emancipaljon, without colonization, would be a greater 
CURSE to the slaves than the bondage in which they are 
now held." (Report of Speech at Col. Meeting, Ports? 
mouth, N. H. Rep. zi. 846.) 

^^Betobed, That this meeting rejects the doctrines and 
measures of modem abolition as fanatical and dangerous 
in their tendency." (Colonization Meeting at Erie, Pa., 
Aug. 22, 1835.) 

"When the consequences of the abolition projects to 
the Federal Union and to the safety of its citizens are 
considered, can the most ingenious charity find a better 
i excuse for the projector than in bottomless ignorance and 
I ^imtcachable fanaticism 7" (Af. Rep. x. 230.) 

" His (the abolitionist's) invectives might be disregarded, 
had he not placed himself with Uasphemom intrusion be- 
tween the AMcan and his God. He declares, that all 
men are equal, and, in chase of that political fiction, 
disregards the actual condition of the human race, their 
wants and necessities, and their relation to their Maker, 
He exaggeroUi the degraded condition of the slavOihis 



i«w 



THE AUE&ICAS COLOinZATIOM BOCIETT. 67 

scanty food and raiment, his scara and stripes, till ho be- 
comes quite inscusiblo to every conception, save tliat of 
animal fcoJing and temporary convenience, and in Ma ma- 
niac zeal is wiUing to sacrifice the bodls op fifty uiLUO^fS 
OF Africans, and to deluge his own codnthy with 
BLOOD." (Speect of K. F, Stockton to Col. Meeting, 
Trenton, N. J. Af. Rep. xiii. 99.) 

" The line of demarcation ia now too strongly drawn 
bctw^een abolition and colonization ever to be crossed. 
Their principles are diametrically opposed to each other, 
and their warfare will tend to press each to occupy its 
appropriate ground and position. The Colonization Soci- 
ety must now mmnlain thai greai original 'principle on which 
it was founded, FKiENDSHip TO the blateholder." (Speech 
of Henry A. Wise to Virginia Col. Soc, 1839.) 

" Because tre consider the measure of all others best 
calcnlated to preserve good order and proper discipline 
among our slaves, therefore wo deem the plan of remov- 
ing them (free blacks) from the country the Trwst effectual 
■mtthod of couiiieraciing the abolitionists. It is known that 
they are the most violent opponents which the scheme of 
colonization has to encounter. Their penetration has 
DISCOVERED ITS TENDENCY, and they denounce it as a 
scheme of the slaveholders to perpetuate slavery. Nor 
should it bo forgotten that Alrica is the natural home of 
the negro race, and at a safe distance whence thoy eon 
never return to the injury of our slaves." (Address of 
Baldwin [Alabama] Col. Society to the Public. Af. Rep. 
March, 1839.) 

"The movements of the latter (American abolitionists) 
so far as directed to excite the slaves to insurrection, or 
in any way to coerce emancipation, are regarded univer- 
sally in America with detestation and horror ; . . , . 
to ropreseut.tho people of the Southern States aa general- 
ly gnilty of rigorms, inhuman conduct toward their slaves 
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18 an outrage upon truth as well as charity ; . • • • the 
Tarioos ' compound poisons,' as Coleridge calls thorn, cal- 
culated to excite discontent in the humbler dasseSf • • • 
appear to me to be in great demand among the antislar 
yeiy societies, both of England and America. First. Bold,, 
warm, and earnest assertions, it matters not whether sup- 
ported by facts or not • • • • ' Second. Startling par' 
Ocular fauis which, disserered from their context, enable a 
man to convey falsehood while he says truth," ^c, &o.' 
(Letter of Rotr. B. B. Gurley, 1840; to Thomas T. Bux- 
ton and Hekby Clay, [one Chairman of the Committee 
of African Civilization Society in England, the other 
President of the American Colonization Society.] Gur* 
1^8 Mission to England, 189, &c.) 

One is tempted to say "^ Physician heal thyself,'' in read- 
ing the charge of unsupported assertions. It would . be 
well for Mr. Gurley to bring proof of his own assertion, 
implied plainly enough, that abolitionists endeavored in 
this country to excite the slaves to insurrection. 
jl : ^This agitation had kept back emancipation fifty years. 

He had in his hand an extract from a letter of a south- 
em clergyman, a missionary in the south-west, half of 
whose time had been spent among colored people, saying, 
^ Northern abolitionists had done more to dsunage slaves 
and perpetuate slavery than all the world beside.' The 
people of my state have just been making a new constitu^ 
\tion, and have declared, by a migority of ninety thousand, 
that no foreign black man shall ever again set his foot 
upon the soil of Indiana, and that the colonization scheme 
is their remedy for the evil of our existing black popula- 
tion." (Speech of Mr. Parker of Indiana, Member of Con- 
gress. N. Y. CoL Journal, December! 1852.) 
. " It is a curious fact, that our domestic abolitionists have 
always opposed the colonization principle. ' • * « This^ 
however, is easily ctplained. Every negro who einbarlDi 
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> for Liberia abstracts from thoir capital, and reduces their 
adtierenta, one less. While these sticklers for negro lib- 
erty, and unrestrained freedom to the vhole vorld and 
*{ho rest of mankind,' will not associate vith a colored 
man, thej are opposed to this most humane and most phil- 
anthropic method of conferring liberty, in the real sense 
of the term, on the emancipated block of the Bonth. They 
Till olloT the negro, whom they helped to steal, to clean 
their boots and drive tlieir carriages ; bnt they will not. 
allow them to aspire any higher." * (N. Y. Herald, copied 
in Pamphlet on Colooizatdon and MeuI Steamships, N. Y. 
1851.) 

" He held in his band some of the leava of the vpat tree, 
(holding np some speeches of George Thompson and, 
others.) He was one of those men who were denoonced 
for their adherence to -the law and the. Constitution. 
There was a great enlightener somewhere on this conti* 
nent, who took the tiUo of " Member of the British Par- 
liament," a man who came from among men elevated in 
cMaracter, and claimed to rank with them. Ho wonld 
now read extracts from the speeches of that gentleman. ■ 
(Reading.) The reverend gcntioman then proceeded to 
defend the character of the clergy, and asked if the thirty 
thousand ministers, whom George Thompson described as 
bread-and-butter parsons and lick-spittle priests, were not 
as likely to form a correct, dispassionate judgment apon 
the question now imitating the country, as any other men 
in this or any other country 7 . . . . There was 
another man, whose education and associations in life 
ought to have taught him better, bom as he was in the 
noble Bay State, and.brought up on the banks of the Mer- 
rimack. He was bom in the same glorious state, and was 
wry torry to find a man from such a state ascribing tlie 
condnot pursued by the clergy and other consoientiouB 
men. to tiie '.magnetic influence of bales of cotton.' . . .. ■ 
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.He Terily belieyedi that had those men kept off their 
Iiands, one hundred thousand victims of slavery would 
now be free where they could eqjoy their freedom. • • . • 
The emancipation of more than a thousand slaves could 
be procured to-day, but nothing could be done until the 
duiack of the free negroes residing in the yref states could 
be removed.'^ (Speech of Rev, Db^ Ttko, Ann. Meeting 
JSr. T. Col. Soc, 1851.) 

^The subject of slavery is important. We cannot be 
ascetics. . « , « We cannot get rid of slavery. The 
.question is, What is best to be done? There are only 
two things can't be done. The one is agitation, — anti- 
national, disorganizing, overbearing, carried on by men 
who seem to believe that the wrath of man worketh the 
righteousness of Ood, and that (}od is only to be found in 
.the whirlwind of human passion. There were some moM' 
maniacs, who accused him of being on all sides. Those 
accusations did not trouble him much ; . • . . there 
were many sides northern, and many sides southern, to the 
great constitutional question of slavery, and the man who 
had looked only at one side was not competent to pass 

a judgment on the whole The spirit of agi- 

tation, which George Thompson was stimulating, was an 

awkward exotic ; an anti-ijnerican piece of philosophism 

which had no philosophy in it. 

^Europeans, and especially Englishmen,^ were in the 

\ habit of looking at the constitution of society as like a 

'v pyramid ; an idea which an American could not realize. 

^e pyramid of England had for its gilded apex a Httk 

Qumif with ten children all around her, and Prince Mbert 

doing the honors. (Boars of laughter.) Then a little lower 

4own were dukes, marquises, earls, barons, baronets, 

Imights, and esquires^ down to femUess men^ who get them* 

#(dve8 dected members of Parliament (Laughter and 

cheers.) Then tberp was tbe.jitarving people at tha bas& 
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The way to move the top of a column is to keep up a 
noise at the base, and especially by the nse of ointment, 
with flies in it as large and as sweet as dead hamming^ 
birds. If that kind of piety is good for England it is* 
better to keep it at homo. . • • • The Methodisfi' 
Baptist, and Presbyterian churches were split into north 
and south by the rabid antislavery agitation. The men 
who caused this schism were guilty of a similar sin to 
that of Jeroboam, who created a division in the twelye 
tribes of Israel, which has nerer been healed, and ten 
tribes have been lost, so that Dr. Robertsoil himself cotdd 
not find them." (Speech of Bet. S. H. Cox, D. D., on 
same occasion.) 

The qudstion may passiMy arise in the mind of the read* 
er, what the " magnetic influence of bales of cotton," or 
^^ philoscphism without philosophy," has to do with the 
suppression of the slave trade, (the foreign trade of course, 
— the society has not made any special move against the 
domestic IrvMo jeif^ too near home for iisfotr'Seeing philan* 
thropy, probably,) or how the question of church schism 
or the "ten lost tribes" has any bearing on the "exclusive 
object " of the colonization movement. Almost the whole 
of their addresses was of a similar nature to the quota* 
I tions given, and according to the report in the Jf. Y. Cd^ 
I onization Journal^ the large audience responded by cheers 
I and laughter. And this at the annual meeting of a state 
I SQciety, at which those who give tone to the movement 
were present. 

" The practical effect of modem abolition thus fitr has 
been to disturb the glorious harmony of a happy people, 
threatening to place brother in armed array against broth* 
er, while at the same time all the friendly and affectionate 
relations between the whites and free blacks have been 
prematurely destroyed, the bonds of the slave have been 
tightened and his j^ivileges curtailed, so that the acts of 
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pretended Mends have, in their results, been a corse to 
both of them. Whether this ought to be so ; whether 
benevolence, because it is ignorant, should be tolerated and 
respected, when its course is mischievous and its practical 
workings destructive ; whether the master of the slave 
should praise and thank him who excited them to rise and 

} j . break Uieir chains over his head, that is, to murder him 
and his ; whether were the world hetter ordered this should 
not be so, is what we do not propose to argue. Taking 
the world as we find it, we rely on the facte that we know, 
rather than on the speculations of a French poet and 
novelist, — and a great poet and novelist too, — even 
when he raises his voice at the instigation of an American 
lady, who, we thinki might have found advisers who knew 
more about the subject in her own country, than the gen- 
tleman to whose * upliftings ' we refer/' (Review of Vic- 
tor Hugo's Letter to Mrs. Ghapoian, by J. H. B. Latrobe.) 
Here we have the results of another downward step in 
the compromising policy of the Colonization Society. 
• We have seen its advocates carefully disclaiming all hos- 
tility to slavery, then apologizing for it, and now opposing 
unconditional emancipation, misrepresenting the antisla- 
very movement, holding up the idea to the slaveholder 
of the ''fearful danger" of doing justice to the wronged 
bondman, and speaking of liberty as a greater " curse " 
than slavery. Where is the "exclusive object" of the 
V society 7 In its constitution ; there, and there ordy. 

; i In a Colonization Convention, held in Washington in 

1842, Hon. H. L. Ellsworth, one of the executive com- 
mittee, said, "Slavery has been, is, and ever will be 
conciidered a dreadful evil by all. The sage of Monti- 

i I cello, with his compatriots, Madison, Marshall, Monroe, 

j [ and many others, have already spoken. And for this evil 
what is the remedy 7 None has been offered at all ade^ 
quatOi that does not include colonization, and, without it, 
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emaDcipatioD, it is believed by many, would pxP^e a curse 
alike to the slave states themselves, and to those states 
■where entire freedom prevails." 

" Tlio whole income of the antialavcry society boA been 
expended in acting on public opinion. Every cent of it 
has' been laid out in turning men's minds against coloni- 
sation : and much more efTcctually than if opposing the 
Colonization Society had been the avowed and only ob- 
ject." (Letter from Rev. J. Tracy, on the Caase in New 
England. Af. Rep,, January, 1843.) 

The progress of antislavery, in the opinion of Mr. 
Tracy, is injurious to colonization. ^ highly signifiamt 
idea, pectdiarly satisfactory to the south, doubtless. 

" It was no part of the duty or design of colonizationista 
to promulgate the doctrine of abolition. They were by 
no means prepared to go all lengths with a party as much 
distinguished by being opposed to law, and order, and 

government, as to slavery As well might we 

insist upon prescribing one universal medicine to all dis- 
eases, or clothing all men alike in all weathers, because 
the human body is prone to illness, and demands a cover- 
ing, as to attempt to make all conditions of society square 
with a single abstract theory of right or wrong." (R. R. 
Gurley, N. Y. Col. Soc. Meeting, 1843.) 

" The fury of sectional madness, and the frenzy of re- 
ligious fanaticism, find nothing in the principles of this 
great movement to excite or nourish those- frantic passions ■ 
which, under so many opposite manifestations, have sought 
one common and ditdtolicd end, — in the division of all the 
churches, the hostility of the states, the dissolution of the 
national union, and the overthrow of the constitution," 
t" The Blaek Race," R. J. Brcckenridge. Af. Rep., May, 
1851.) 

" Abolitionism has made no groat progress here. The 
calm and patriotic in this region see plainly that colon!- 
. 1* 
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Bttion lias aSTorded them the most effeoiiTe argunents 
against its visionary and agiiating Mchemes.^ (Richard Heor 
rj Lee, Professor in Washington College, Pa. . Twenty- 
dghth Annual Report.) 
• • • ^And, nnfortnnately, the colonization cause 

i - has become so drangdjf confounded in the popular mind 
with oMittm, its friends were adyised to wait until elec- 
tion was oyer, and I fear the prospect is not much im- 
proyed. My own deliberate opinion is, that a wise, do- 
quenti and juMdous agent, who could render palpable to 
eyeiy capacity the iroad Kne qf Ostindion between coloni- 
zation and abolition, would dispel much of the darkness 
and prejudice which preyail.'' (Rev* Philip Lindsley, 

i i D. D., Nashyille, Tenn.) 

Mr. landsley, it seems, finds that political demagogues 
are making capital by an effort to confound in the popular 

\\ ; mind two moyements between which his own clear mind 

i { can see a ''broad line of distinction.'^ . 

i I ^ Abolition excitement became so tumultuous and alarm- 

ing a few years ago, that the friends of colonization cowered 
before it, and, for the sake of peace, ceased to defend or 
jj I do anything to promote the good cause. • • • An- 
j ;!: other thing which ought to be and must be done to giye 
j || ; increased energy to this cause is, to induce pastors to con- 

ii! sent to haye it brought back to the pulpit, from which it 
I i| I hiss been iniquitously exiled, as a mistaken concession Mid 

Ii costly peace offering to theJUry and inexorabk Moloch of 
iMUion.'' (Rey. D, S. Carroll, D. P., of New Tork. Same 
occasion.) 

; : j Pity it is the friends of so holy a cause should '' cower '' 

to aboUHon, and especially that its clerical friends should 
make such a *^ peace offering " to this ^ inexorable Moloch ; '^ 
such conduct sayors little of the high heroism of those 
pledged to "fight the good fighf aj^ainst all sin. No 
wonder Dr. Carroll is indignant 
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** I ask, sir, if you reject the cplonization principle, where . 
is the asylum to give them ? What hope for the slave or ' 
the emancipated 7 Suppose we had it in our power to^y 
to set every slave free, so that he could go or come where 
he pleases, are we willing to rieceive the mighty horde 
who would rush here 7 to take them to the bosom of our 
homes in full participation of our privil^es? I do not 
think so/' (Speech of Mr. Miller in Senate of New York. 
N. Y. Col. Journal, January, 1858.) 

'' Abolition has been the black mcarCs curse. Not a slave- 
bolder, having no personal interest with slavery, abolition 
has not done to me or my friends a wrong. which I resent. 
. . , I fancy myself to be the black man's friend ; • • • 
am not a paid official of colonization. Prior to 1830, the 
relation between whites and blacks, land and free^ in the 
slaveholding states, especially in the large cities of those 
states, from Baltimore to New Orleans, cannot be better 
described than by the single word kindly, Modem abo- 
lition changed all this. . • • There was some pallia- 
tion for the slaveholder, who became shy of his people, 
curtailed their privileges, threw difficulties in the way 
of their instruction, when he found, tracts in circulation 
among them counselling massacre as the price of freedom. 
. • • There is the fullest justification for saying, that 
the account which abolition will have to settle for wrong 
done will be with him, not with the white man ; . . . 
* this is not aU wilfully done ; there may be true and single- 
minded abolitionists. ... A. kindly feeling changed 
too often to rancorous hate, bonds tightened and privileges 
curtailed, a present without permanence and a future with- 
out hope, are among the results which abolition may yet 
have to answer before Him, who, if he permits such evil 
upon earth, holds nevertheless the agents of it to a dread 
accountabaUyJ^ (Speech of J. H. B. Latrob^, Ann. Meeting 
N. Y. Col, Soo., 1852.) 
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The revival of these oldr and ridiculous charges, made 
and refuted years ago, about incendiary pamphlets, is ab- 
surd. The readers of the *^ Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin/.'. 
Weld's ^ Slavery as it is," and other publications of a sim- 
ilar nature, will be surprised perhaps at the strange folly 
of this talk about "kindly" relations "between whites 
and blacks," "bond or free." And yet Mr. Latrobe now . . 
occupies the prominent position of T^resident of the Amer- v 
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The Jaumd of Commerce is quoted in the BepasUory of 
May, 1852, as saying, "As for abolitionism it has ceased 
Ij to be r^arded by intelligent men, if it ever was regarded 

by many such, as an available means of benefiting the 
colored race, except at a period so remote that it is not [ 

worth while to think of it ; . • • that, in short, aboli- 
tion is a humiugf a vagary of the imagination, a dream, and ^ 
ij : that " proslavery " men, so called hj fanatics because they j [ 
ii approach the subject rationally and practically as they 
\ ! would any other, where the consent of both parties was 
I ' necessary to success, are the only men likely to do any 
good in the premises." The Journal of Commerce and the 
BepasUory seem to be well united in their views of this 
"vagary." How soon slavery is likely to cease in any 
way under such influences all can judge, especially when 
they take into account the fact that the Journal of Cam- 
I ; merce gains large support at the south from those devoted 
to the interests of slavery, and at the north from those 
ready to sustain and eternize all the infamous " compro- 
mises," who hold the Fugitive Slave Law to be the chosen 
means for the perpetuity of the Union. 

For two hundred years a great system of robbery and 
wrong has been growing in our country ; its influences 
have reached the social life of the people, and set a mark 
on the colored man to banish him from society, to debar 
him from equal participation in religious or educational 
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priTflegesy to keep Yam d^gnded fliftt he fldglit be flie 
more easily endayed* The idea that man can hold pr<^ 
ertjr in his fidlow-man has been gvurantied .hj coostittt- 
tions, defiended hj the arm of law, made saoed hj the 
sanctioiis of reUgion. Great statesmen ask is to * eoiiq[iier 
our pngndices,'' and help catch fitgithre sUtss; eminent 
diyines^ north and sovth, teaching that flie Kble is an in- 
fallible guide to duty and salTation, God's wiQ rerealed 
to man, find therein divine anthority for shtTerj, and lend 
influence 



<« To naeliM nbbcTf , taA 
Botk flMai tia God." 

The domestic sUto trade goes on briskly, — dealers in 
^slaves and other catflo" separate husbands, wiTCs, sons, 
and daughters, serering all the purest and hoBest ties 
that make life so sweetly pleasant, — each year millions 
of dollars are invested in this infSBunons traffic, and then- 
sands of its victims perish in the rice swamps and sugar 
fields of the fiur south ; men whose purses are heavy with 
the gold gained as the price of blood by the sale of their 
slaves, mingle in the highest social circles north or south, 
sit in Congress, or at the communion table, or stand in 
the pulpit, in fellowship with the greater part of our 
churches. 

The bloody slave whip is ever doing its cruel work, 
and the red-hot branding iron hissing in the flesh of the 
wretched victims of cruelty ; sorrow and anguish unut- 
terable dwell in the hearts of millions. Such are some 
of the sad a^d terrible results of a long career of com- 
promise with sin. . 

Shall not constitution and law guaranty and protect 
the rights of oS, and especially the poor and weak ? ' 
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Shall not religion inciilcate a high and sacred reverence, 
for the rights of man, inalienable, given by God ? 
Mud not a pore Christianity *^ preach deliverance to the 
I captive, and the opening of the prison to those who are in 

I bonds'*? 

I - Shall not this great nation practise the principles of its 

own glorious declaration of independence, and thus fulfil 
its mission of preaching to the world the great gospel of 
human brotherhood? 

Must not the prejudices which Jind their abiding place in 
mir social life cease? 

Does not the plainest duty and the truest friendship 
to the slaveholder demand that we cease all support of 
I his evil deeds, and tell him, with all plainness, with all 
; terrible severity if need be, yet with all faithful kindness, 
of the great sin he is guilty of? ^ point to his beautiful 
; land, blighted by the tread of the slave, and show how 
I duty and prosperity go ever side by side as a wise Father 
I haswiUed? 

These are the obeat questions of oub dat. We can- 

i not pass tkem by ; we cannot put them aside ; we cannot 

silence them ; they must be answered and settled, for they 

arc vital to our highest interests, to our most sacred, most 

\ deejiy religious duty* To seek to ignore them, or to turn 

! the mind of the people therefrom, were folly, wickedness, 

impiety. 

What has the American Colonization Society to say on 
these great questions ? Freedom for all would be a ** dan- 
gerous and dreadful experiment," a " greater curse " than 
slavery. ''Deliverance to the captive" would lead to 
''abominable crimes." The settlement of these questions 
is a " diabolical end ; " the right of property in man must 
1: 1 1 be held " sacred," says one who " looks to God and to 
God alone "I A " dread accountability " before One who 
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leaves no sin nnpnnished awaits those who simply ask 
equal justice for the slave I Suck are the sentiments of 
those who control this *^ benevolent " association. It up- 
holds the oppressor, crushes the colored man here, sneers 
at the impartial advocates of liberfy, and meanwhile see^ 
to delude the people by pointing across the water to 
Liberia, and talking of civilization and Ghristianity in 
Africal . : : . 
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ITS PHILANTHROPT WOULD SEND THE COL- 
i \ OBED PEOPLE TO LIBERIA, BUT DEGBADE 

THEM HEBE. 



The American Colonization Society claims to be espe* 
dally the friend of the colored people of our country, 

. while, in fitct, it is their deadly eztemt, using all the 
weight of its influence to keep them debased, ignorant, 
and crushed beneath a mountain of prejudice. 

There are doubfless members and friends of the Coloni- 
zation Society who support its plans and contribute to its 
funds from feelings of kindness to an abused and pro- 
scribed people ; of such we can only-say their position is 
wrong, their eyes are blinded. But we must judge the 
society by the influence it exerts as a body. It holds out 
to the colored man, who wishes to go to Liberia, promise 
j of aid ; it represents the colony as a place where equal 
I rights, abundant living, and educational advantages are 

at the command of those possessed of a fair share of en- 
ergy and industry; and for doing this claims to beM€ 
philanthropic movement of the age, so far as^the colored 

V people are concerned. 

^^ Its highest idea of philanthropy toward the colored 
man is to send him to Liberia. As for treating him as a 
man here, that is a different matter, — the obHgatian to do 
so U repudiates^ — for slavery has created a stem and cruel 
pr^dice, forbidding such treatment, and the easiest way 
to keep up this prejudice is to talk about African civilizar 
tion. The society sanctifies this vile offspring of slavery as 
sa ^ ordination of Providence," grants liiat neither reason 
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nor religion can destroy it, helps to make the condition of 
mnltitades of the free people of color worse, ntters no 
earnest rebuke against their oppressors, slanders and mis- 
represents them, never demands equal educational or 
social priyil^es for them, bat denies their right to those 
privil^^s while here, allies itself with ai\jiist and oppres- 
sive legislation, such as would disgrace the veriest despot 
in the world, and then, addiko insult to ikjubt, turns 
to the victims of the abuse and prejudice it has helped to 
strengthen and perpetuate, and says, ^ If you will expa- 
triate yourselves voluntarily^ and thus relieve us of a class, 
* the object of low, debasing envy to the slaves, of univer- 
sal distrust and suspicion to ourselves,' we will pay your 
passage, care for you a few months, and render you some 
small aid in that strange land whither you go, and whence 
we trust you may not return to vex us with your unwel- 
come presence.^ And this is the height of colonization 
philanthropy I But to the evidence on which these charges 
are based. 

" Christianity cannot do for them here what it will do 
for them in Africa. This is not the fault of the colored 
man or the white man, but an ordination of Providence^ and 
no more to be changed than the laws of nature.^ (Fif- 
teenth Annual Report, p. 47.) 

• • • " Prejudices which neither refinement, nor argu- 
ment, nor education, nor reHgion itsdf can subdue, mark 
the people of color, bond and free, as the subjects of a 
degradation ineviiable and incurableJ* (Address of Con- 
necticut Colonization Society.) 

" Something he must yet be allowed to say as regarded 
the object the society was set up to accomplish. This ob- 
ject, if he understood it aright, involved no intrusion on 
proper^ on even upon prejudiob." (Mr. Archer of Va. 
Fifteenth Annual Report) 

. . . ** Disclaim all attempts for the immediate abo* 
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litioR of fllaTerjy or the iuirucHon cf.the grtat body €f Hit 
Uadet/' (Speech of H. Bleecker, Second Ann. Meeting 
N. Y. Col. Soc.) 

** It may be safely assumed that there is not an indiyid-, 
val in the commonityy who has giren a moment's consid- 
eration to the subject, who does not r^^ard the existence 
of the free people of color in the bosom of the country 
as an evil of immense magnitude, and of a dangerous and 
alarming tendency.'' (Twelfth Annual Beport.) 

** The existence, in the very bosom of our country, of an 
anomalous race ofbeingSf the most debased upon earthy who 
neither enjoy the blessings of freedom, nor are yet in the 
bonds of dayery, is a greaJt national m/, which every friend 
of his country must deeply deplore. . . • Enough, un- 
der fiiTorable circumstances, might be removed for a few 
successive years, if young females were encouraged to go, 
to keep the whole colored population in check." (Af. Bep. 
Tii. 280, 246.) 

^ It must appear evident to all that every endeavor to 
divert the attention of the community, or even a portion 
of the means which the present crisis so imperatively calls 
for, from the Colonization Society, to measures calculated 
to bind the colored population to this country, and socking 
to raise them {an impossSnlity) to a level with the whites, 
whether by founding colleges or in any other way, tends 
X directly, in proportion as it succeeds, to counteract and 
^thwart the whole plan of colonization. Although none 
would rejoice more than myself to see this unhappy race 
elevated to the highest scale of human being, it has al- 
ways seemed to me this country was not the theatre for 
such a change." (New Haven Religious Intelligencer, 
July, 1881.) 

It surely indicates no spedd friendship to disclaim so 
carefully all attempts even to instruct colored people, and 
nothing could be devised less calculated to create mutual 
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good feeling and confidence than to speak of their exist- 
ence among ns as " an evil of immense magnitude, of dan- 
gerous and alarming tendency/' The free colored people 
must read with peculiar feelings the assertion published 
in the organ of this society, that they are ** an anomalous 
race of beings, the most debased upon earth,'' and the 
atrocious proposal to remove "young females" (roluntarily 
of course) will seem a singular evidence of good will. 

The cool declaration, that all diversion of public atten- 
tion from the scheme of sending them to Africa to the 
^ imposstbk " effort to elevate and educate them here, may 
not perhaps tend greatly to increase the self-respect or 
strengthen the hopes of colored people ; but then the 
Colonization Society is a great philanthropic movement, 
aiming to do great good — in Africa. None can object, 
none do object, to every person in Liberia gaining the 
most perfect culture, -^possessing and using all the rights 
of man, — but let the same class gain the same culture, 
possess and use unmol^ted, and as equals, the same rights 
among us, — a strange philanthropy that surely which can 
only find scope in a distant land, among a few thousand 
persons, and pass by or help to degrade a hundred fold 
their number at our very doors I 

Let us see what opinion eminent colonizationists enter- 
tain of those who are to shed the light of Christian civili- 
zation on the dark places of Africa. 

"There is a class, however, more numerous than all 
these, introduced among us by violence, notoriously igno- 
rant, degraded, and miserable, mentally diseased, broken- 
spirited, acted upon by no motives to honorable exertion, 
Korcdy reached in their debasement bjfthe heavenly light ; yet 
where is the sympathy and effort a view of their situation 
ought to excite? They wander unsettled and unfriended 
through our land, or sit indolent, abject, and sorrowful, 
by ithe streams which witness tiieir captivity.' Their 
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freedom is Keentiousness^ aad to many restraint would prove 
a blessing. To this remark there are exceptions, proving 
that to change their state wonld be to elevate their char-^ 
acter ; that virtae and enterprise are absent only because 
the causes which create the one and the motives which 
produce the other are absent." (Af. Bep. i. 68.) 

** The African in this country belongs by birth to the 
very lowest station in society ; and from tiiat station he 
can never rise^ Is. Ms talents what they may. ... • They 
constitute a class by themselves, out of which no individiual 
can be devated, and below which none can be depressed." 
(Idem, iv. 118.) 

^ With us they have been degraded by slavery, and stiU 
Jiirther degraded by the mockery of nominal freedom. We 
have endeavored, but in vain, to restore them either to 
self-respect or the respect of others. It is not our fault 
that we have fiuled ; it is not theirs. It has resulted from 
causes over which neither they nor we can ever have con- 
trol. Hertf therefore, they must be forever debased ; more 
than this, they must he forever useless; more than even 
this, they must be forever a nuisance, from which it were 
a blessing for society to be rid." (Idem, v. 276.) 

• . . ''Those persons of color who have been eman- 
cipated are only nominally free ; and the whole race, so 
long as they remain among us, whether slaves or^free, must 
necessarily be kept in a condition full of wretchedness to 
themselves and of danger to the whites!^ (Second Ann. Bep. 
N. T. CoL Soc.) 

In 1849, Bey. Mr. Miller, of Princeton, N. J., travelling 
in England, and acting as ' informal ' agent for the Colo- 
nization Society, by a commission from Henry Clay, was 
examined before a committee of the House of Lords, and 
contrasting the condition of the Liberians with that of the 
colored people of Boston, said that in Liberia there were 
five hundred and eighty members of temperance socijBties, 
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in Boston none. In Liberia, the attendance of ereiy child 
at school was r^^nlar ; in Boston, the proportion was so 
small and uncertain as not to be comparable. 

The active members of temperance societies in Boston, ' 
among the colored people, maj be somewhat surprised at 
this statement^ as also at the idea conTeyod of thdr ig> 
norance by this representatiye of the society in so distin- 
guished a presence in England. His statements in r^ard 
to education in laberia were also, as we shall see, in- 
correct 

^ Nor was this surprising, when we consider the necenity 
which existed of providing an asylum for that portion of 
the African race then free or to be emancipated, as it was 
obvious to every observer that their presence here, in any 
considerable numbers, was not only iigurious to all classes, 
but experience, if this indeed were wanting, had fiiUy 
demonstrated that in eoeiry pari cf the country^ from the 
operation of causes beyond our control, they were datimd 
to lean INCUBUS, a nuisance, valhirever they mighifini f^ugt* 
• • • Of all the missionary schemes ever devised, none, 
it is believed, can bear any comparison in the magnitude 
of the results likely to be produced with African coloniziir 
tion. It may be truly said, every colonist becomes a mis- 
sionary, every settler an instrument of civilization ^ 1 1 
(Address by ''A Citizen of Loudon,^ Ya., to the People. 
Af. Bep. xxvi. 182, 183.) 

'' They (free colored people) cannot fail to discover the 
approaching cloud and threatened storm ; and yet many 
of them wilfully close their eyes to the necessity of seek- 
ing shelter before it bursts upon them. • • . The free 
states are closing the doors against them, whilst the slave 
states are preparing to eject them ; and how are they to 
prevent being crushed, unless they remo\i9 to a place of 
safety?" (Baltimore Clipper; in Ail Bep. xxvii. 334.) 

'^ ChriiHanUy Usdfc^ never break down all those bar^ 
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riers whicli separate the white from the colored race. The 
'Shocking and repulsive idea of amalgamation affords the 
on/y ray of hope for the negro in this country. Against 
* this altcmatiye every right and noble instinct of the white 
race must indignantly protest. These same natural in- 
stincts will also, to a great degree, exclude our colored 
population firom a participation in those social, religious, 
and political privileges which are necessary for prosperity 
and highest possible advancement WUh this constitution 
of things the fiiends of ooUndzation wage no war. They are 
willing to let it remain as God has fixed it." (Buffalo Chris- 
tian Advocate. Af. Bep. xzix.) 

^ Every stimulant to virtuous action, every motive to 
industrious habit, is taken away. He lives, as the moving 
creature on the face of the earth lives, for mere animal tn- 
dulgence ; and this must forever be the condition of the free 
blacks h^^, as long as the white man is the master and 
giver of law in this country.'' (Speech of B. G. Scott, of 
Ya* Thirty-third Ann. Meeting.) 

** The negro is a timid being { he lives by sight more 
than by fSskith ; he feels in his soul what the white man 
Iddly otxnixf, that he is an inferior being, and therefore the 
i| subject of deception and wrong. Hence it is so few have 
been found willing to leave even this land of their degra- 
dation for a better home and country in Africa.'' (Speech 
of Hon. Mb. Milleb, of N. J., IT. S. Senate^ 1858. Af. 
Bep. xxix. 118.) 

^ 11 \ ^ What has Africa been ? I speak not of that section 
df Afirica that was inhabited by other races. I cannot go 
into the romance of speaking of Egypt and its people, its 
kings, its saints, its philosophers. ... I speak of that 
portion of Africa inhabited by the black man, — the wooBy- 
headed Jtfricani (laughter,) — and wherever he has these 
diaracteristics he is in the deepest degradation. • • • 
Take that monkey empire (laughter) that has been the 
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▼orld's laQghing stock, (Ebtyti ;) look at tho result of their 
plans. Faustin L, wiUi his cordon of dukes and nobles 
aronnd him, so that there can be scarcely a private man 
left in his dominions.'' (Laughter.) (Speech of Iter. G. W. 
Bdkune, D. D., Thirty-third Annual Meeting.) | i 

''Do you not all know? I wish with respect .to these 
poor creatures to say nothing to wound their feelings, 
nothing which is not warranted by truth and experience, 
and sad daily observation ; for it is not their fault that 
they are a ddfosed and degraded id. It is not their fault that 
they are mare addicted to crimen and vice, and dissolute mqpr 
tiers than any other portion of the peopk of the UniUd States* 
His the inevitabk result of the law of their conditionJ^ (Speech 
of Henry Clay. Thirty-fourth Annual Report, 1851.) 

Not one word of cheer, not a gleam of hope, for the 
colored mah in this country ; all the " blackness of dark- 
ness ; " the gloom of an utter despair I Ever to be crushed 
beneath an inexorable and undying prejudice, — scarcely I ; 
to be " reached in their debasement by the heavenly lighti" 
— wandering disconsolate and heart-broken, or grovelling 
in the ''licentiousness" of a deceptive and blighting free- ^•; 
dom, — the " most corrupt apd abandoned " of our popula- | 
tion, — spumed from one part of the country as " useless |: 
and dangerous,'' and driven from another as a " burden " 
intolerable and detestable. One only remedy ;. which 
shall have the double effect of transforming them into in- 
telligent men and devoted Christian missionariesi making 
the wilderness blossom like the rose, and bearing in their 
pure hands the sacred banner of the cross ; and leading 
those who now traduce them, and fear and hate their very 
presence, to love them as brethren, to honor them as men. 
Emigration (voluntary, yes, "0% cheetfid and voluntary ^'^ 
of course) to Liberia! "the deceitfulness of unrigh^ f 
eousnQss"! Verily, "the tender mercies of the wicked ] 
are cruel"! . . 
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A reason giron why colored people should leave for 
Liberia is their ignorance ; but we find J. H. B. LatrobCi 
president of the society, in an address in Boston, at the 
annual meeting of the Massachusetts Colonization Society, 
in May, 1853, arguing they may be obliged to go becmise 
growing ifddhgmt* 

''Jealousy and suspicion characterize to-day the rela- 
tions of the parties. Legislation is invoked. State after 
state is passing, or threatening to pass, laws against their 
continued residence." One cause, he says, is " the gradual 
improvement of the colored people in education and re- 
-finement; ... the slave is callous, ignorant. But 
firee him, educate him, ... he becomes restiess just 
in proportion as he is enlightened. . • . He finds 

I sympathizers among the whites. • • • His friends fan- % 

cj tiiey^have 'a mission.' • . • The action soon cm- 
braces the slavery question. A crusade commences which • 
makes the colored people the subjects of a family feud. 

I • • • As he who is the subject of a family quarrel finds 

himself obliged to leave, that peaco may be restored/' so, 
he says, this contest threatens to end in the abandonment 
by the blacks " of the scene of agitation." What a " happy L 
&mily " we should then be ; our /'antagonisms" all "neu- 
tralized " by slavery ; the Union safe I 

But it may be said, that expressions of regard and pity 
for the colored man may be found in the ptiblications of 
>,^ this society, and the speeches and writings of its friends. 
\\ We grant that such is sometimes the case, and therefore 
are they all the more dangerous, because they form the 
shield behind which iniquity hides -^ are the means by 
which those who should be " the very elect" are deceived. * 
Wherever found they also furnish, when contrasted with 
other expressions of a fiir different character, striking evi- 
dences that the society seeks to be " all things to all men " 
in a sense not quite apostolic. All such expressions of 
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kiiidly feeling are coupled with the far-off and unoertain 
remedy of a Liborian home, and, by yidding thepoini of in' 
emtabk hatred and abuse whik here, help to strengthen the 
hands of the oppressor. By the side of the kind and 
benevolent friend of the colonization cause stands the * 
slayeholder or the negro hater, willing to listen calmly as 
he utters earnest expressions of sympathy for the colored 
man, which more the hearts. of those who hear, to smile 
condescendingly as he points to Liberia as a sure refuge ; 
and when the touching appeal is closed, the. lips of the 
tyrant open, his arm is raised, he points across the water, 
and says, with the air of one ''bom to command," ''The. 
alternatiye for the people of color is plain ; debasement 
and sorrow here, or a home in the land of their fathers ; i 

time hastens, let them not long delay the choice." Blind- I \ 

ed by a prejudice to which both appeal, multitudes rcmem- [ ' 

ber only the kind voice of the misguided philanthropist, | 

and fail to discern the spell thrown over his susceptible t 

nature by a master spirit. ; 

The splendid speech of Edward Everett, at the annual 
meeting at Washington in January last, may be pointed 
to, and it may be said truly that he spoke eloquently of 
the capacities of the colored man, and even of what had 
been accomplished in our country by a few individuals of 
the persecuted race. We quote the paragraph alluding 
t to a few instances of success here : — 

" But the question (of capacity) seems to me to be put at 
rest by what we all must have witnessed of what has been 
achieved by the colored race in this country and on the 
coast of Africa. Unfavorable as their position has been 
for any intellectual progress, we still know, all of us, that 
they are competent for the common arts and business of 
life, to the ingenious and mechanical arts, to keeping ac* 
counts, to the common branches of academical and profes- 
sional culture. Paul Cuffee's name is fiuniliar to every 
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body in mj part of the coaotry, and I am sure you mnet 
liave heard of him. He was a man of nncommoa enei^ 
and force of character. He navigated to Liverpool his 
ovra vessel, manned by a colored crew. His father was a 
native African slave ; his mother a member of one of the 
broken-down Indian tribes, some fragments of which still 
linger in the corners of Massachusetts. I have already 
alluded to the extraordinary attainments of that native 
AIHcan prince, Abdhul Rahbaman. If there ever was a 
native-bom gentleman on earth, he was one. He bad the 
port and air of a prince, the literary culture of a scholar. 
The learned blacksmith of Alabama, now in Liberia, has 
attained a celebrity scarcely inferior to his white brother 
who is known by the same designation. When I lived in 
Cambridge a few years ago, I used to attend, as one of a 
Board of Visitors, the examinations of a classical school 
in which there was a colored boy, the son of a slave in 
Mississippi, I think. He appeared to mo to be of puro 
African blood. There were nt the same time two youths 
Irom Georgia and one of my own sons attending tho samo 
school. I must say, that this poor negro boy, Beverly 
Williams, was one of the best scholars at the school, and 
in the Latin language the best scholar in his claf<3. These 
are instances that have fallen under my own observa- 
tion. There are others, I am told, which show still more 
conclusively the capacity of the colored race for every' 
kind of intellectual culture." 

We give this aa tho best toord ever uttered (so far as ve 
can learn) by a colonizationist in any prominent position, 
in behalf of the capacity of the colored raco for elevation . 
in our country. The tone of the address is an exception 
to those given on similar occasions, more just to the col- 
ored man, so for as character and capacity are concerned; 
bat the whole effort goes to point to Liberia aa his home, 
and of course to give character to the colonization scheme 
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which helps to degrade him here. It is noticeable that 
Mr. Everett's most illostrions instance of talent and ao* 
quirement in a colored Americari was in the person of one 
who had gone to Liberia, and that the ablest, most elo* 
qnent, and most widely known individuals of the race 
who remain here were not named. Mention of them 
would have called to the minds of the audience those who 
are resolved to remain in their native land, and demon- 
strate, not only by word, but by deed, by daily life, the 
folly of the colonization scheme ; and lesser names supply 
their places. 

Mr. Everett's illustration of the moral elevation of the 
colored race in our country is the story of a slave who 
went with his master to California, nursed him through a 
severe sickness in the mines, stood by his death bed and 
closed his eyes when life was gone, buried him in a decent 
grave, and went home to the banks of the Bed Biver in 
Louisiana to lay down the gold they had dug at the feet 
of the widow. A beautiful instance, indeed, of faithful at- 
tachment, that should put many an Anglo^axon to shame. 
The question came to our mind, in reading the touching 
story, whether there were not chords tugging at his heart- 
strings, helping to draw him back to the plantation ; wheth- 
er a loving wife and lovely children might not be waiting- 
his return, so that a double joy would thrill his heart as 
he laid the hard-earned treasure at the feet of a needy 
widow, and clasped to his bosom those he loved better 
than life. The incident may have been intended as a 
praiseworthy illustration of fidelity and dutiful obedience 
to a master's command. We accept it as a good anti-coiUm^ 
za^ionar^men^-for surely it must be the height of folly 
to colonize to Liberia, or any where else, a race capable 
of supplying such a noble example of constancy and self- 
sacrifice.', We are not rich enough in moral worth to 
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jl: 

I I expatriate those iu whose natures lie folded germs which 
j i may unfold and ripen into such celestial fruit 

I The graceful eloquence of Edward Everett might well 

I have cast its charmed spell over the minds of his hearers, 

I I I shedding around the colonization enterprise the rich glow 
of a beautiful philanthropy, and throwing tastefully into 
the shade the hideous aspects of the movement ; the read- 
ing of that address may answer its purpose of confirming 
men of kindly feeling in the false idea that the Coloniza- 
tion Society is a chosen means of blessing the colored race 
and redeeming a continent from darkness and barbarism ; 
but the representative of the slaveholder stood hy hu side, and 
uttered his woi*d in behalf of that inezobable poweb that 
uses the society as its instbuhent akd bebvant. Bev. 
Chao. Ht Beed, of Virginia, spoke after Mr. Everett, and 
instituted an inquiry into the '' cardinal principle of public 
morals by which we are animated in the advocacy and 
support of {his work of African colonization.^' AxlA to 
answer that inquiry, states that, according to Bev. Dr. 
Stiles, human rights may be divided into ''the right of 
existence, the right of happiness, and the right of super- 
vision ; " that ^ God in his providence and creation fre- 
quently places man in a state of dependence, wherein the 
enjoyment of his natural rights can never be reached 
without progressive development under competent supervis- 

^ ton ; this indicates a right of supervision. The infant," 
' he says, ^ illustrates this right, and it becomes in the par- 
! I cut a duty.'' ** An incapacity for self-government " creates 

a similar right on the part of those incompetent ; and to 
come to the grand tg^pUcation of his argument : " Now, it 
has so happened, in tiie providence of God, that we have 
here in the midst of us a large and rapidly augmenting 
population, tohose incompetency on account of poverty, igno- 
rance, inferiority of condition by reason of color, and the 
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oppressive influence — if yon please to so denominate it — 
of caste, has justly awakened a deep and earnest sympathy 
in their behalf. • • • Here too is a question of policy 
and safely, which may well engage the combined wisdom 
and energies of society and of the state. 

''It is utterly impracticable to blend the white and col- 
ored races on this continent, to merge the distinction ; the 
antagonism is irreconcilable. Between the upper and 
nether stones of cheap white labor on the one. hand, and 
slave labor on the other, they must he ground to powder. In 
' this situation they must go down, unless the right and duly 
of supervision shall come to be felt" • • , .• ^Here is a. 
cardinal principle, " a moral oblUgaium, as well. as. a political, 
necessity." 

This doctrine of "supervision '' would apply admirably, 
abroad as well as at home. Louis Napoleon doubtless.is: 
\ exercising his duty as grand supervisor of a people whose 
I ** incompetency " in his opmton, makes it wise a;ad kind^to.. 
\ destroy freedom of the press*. : JosepU of Austria do.ubt% 
'I less felt it a duly to exercise his sacred right of .^' super!-., 
vision" oyer Eossatk .find, otiier ''incompetent" Hun- 
garians. . . - j 

In our own country, the Colonization Society is asking. [ 

] aid firom the people and the state fmd genen^ govern* ; 

] ments to supervise tntpJLiberia the free colored, p^ple, Mnd' • 
ly telling how. they ,will be "ground to po?9rder." onlesa 
: ftpy cpnsent to this ben,e^cent superyisioAj ... . . .\ 

1 "^ J .. , , ■•.'( 4 *••.»/» i.\» ■*• 'i ••■■•.•'.» ^- • • • . . ..I ■• !•■ » ." > . I '<#••> .1 .'....>• 

', , .; iX ',f \i '**' ^'.^ i 't ii\ . i •.< , ; ■ J .. '^ ;' .1. '.i: . . • k '•..' J «. i» 

' ■ I I * * 

;i Jtt'^ i' .S .*. i»'f f*<'i I i A > • i i .. .' I ^. ', . ." .J I- ■ ..« ...'... .4. *, . * I »K.' w 

J - . ^ • 

i . • . 



■h 



» 






•• •• 



f 



; 

J 
n 
( 

I 



I. 



I. 



• •t •■■ 'l t t • • ■ ' \ i "til'. ''it »' ..1. •'»'., • ■• ,' ' t (••"•■••- ♦-.*"»#*, \\ 



|l 






IW>«WPM^W»IWWM'»^«<B^W»<W«»»W»W»<i»W«W»«»IW»»W^»^aWWi^|WWWPWP«»»«»<»«»»W>»»M«»W*'»«l»»'»'*'*"'W^* ■»! «»■».»- 



OBIOiir, CHARACTGB, AND IHFLITENCE OF 



PAVOBS EXPULSION OP THE FEEB OOLORBD 
PEOPLE. 

The real object of the Colonization Society is the expul- 
turn of the whole fbee colored population Jnm the coon- 
try; a scheme of wholesale expatriatioa tmparalleled in Ua 
atroci^ and wickedness, and which, if carried ont, woatd 
be highly detrimental to the best interest as well as the 
character and morals of the country. If their own eati* 
matioQ of the colored people bo at all correct, it would be 
roinoos to Africa ; bnt of that more in due time. Bvi* 
dence on this point is abundant, and&a some portions of It 
are gi¥en, the reader will readily Bee how thin and trans- 
parent is the veil of " voluntary, cheerful " consent, by 
which the purpose of driTing an unoffending people from 
the land is covered. 

We shall first give proofs of the desire and resolve for 

expatriation, and then show how the society allies itself 

with all oppressive legislation tending to crush the colored 

•! man, and remove Irom him the shield of legal protection. 

" I am not complaining of the owners of slaves. A 
would be <u humane to tkroto them from the decks in the middle 
i passage as to set them free in our country. . . . The Col- 

onization Socie^ presents such a scheme. Sav^ulders have 
given it their approvd; they toiU approve it, and am approve 
no other. Any scheme of emancipation without coloniza* 
tion they know, and see, and feel to be productive of 
nothing bnt evil ; evil to all whom it affects, to the whites, 
the slaves, the manomitted themselves." (Af. Bep. ir. 
226, 300.) 

"WliOfif this promiBCuons residence of whites and blacks, 
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of fireemen and daves, is forever to continne, can imagine 
the servile wars, the carnage and the crimes, which will 
be its probable consequences, without shuddering with 
horror? • • '• Oentlemen of the highest respectabilily 
from the south assure us that there is among the owners 
of slaves a very extensive and increasing desire to eman- 
cipate them. Their patriotism, their humanity, nay, their 
self-interest, prompt to this ; but it is not expedient, it is 
not safe, to do it, wUhoui being abk to remove them. • • • 
How important it is, as it respects our character abroad, 
that we HASTEN to cleab oub land of our black popu- 
lation I • • ; What right, I demand, have the children 
of Africa to a home in the white man's country 7 Let the 
regenerated African rise to empire ; nay, let genius flour- 
ish and philosophy shed its mUd beams to enlighten and 
instruct the posterity of Ham, returning, '' redeemed and 
disintliralled," from their long captivity in the new world. 
But, sir, be all these benefits enjoyed by the African race 
I under the shade of their native palms. Let the Atlantic 
billow heave its high and everlasting barrier between their 
country and ours/' (Idem, vi. 23, 110, &c.) 
'' Li a mcgority of the states the legislation is unfavora- 
^ ble to them, and is steadily becoming more so ; in none is 
f. it changing for the better. White laborers firom Europe 
I are coming by hundreds of thousands annually and crowd- 
s' ing them out of employment. Such discouragements^^ce 
{ them to think of Liberia.'^ (Mass. Col. Soc-, Eleventh 
f Ann. Bep.) 

*^ For the future, all appearances indicate a rapid progress; 
.. • • the colored man's prospects of a happy home here are 
continually growing darker. The unwillingness to have a 
I large free colored population is steadily increasing in all 
those states exposed to it. Li the slave states it is uni- 
versal, and constitutes one of their strongest objections 
against immediate emancipation on the soil. . • • Nor 
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ato the bordering states willing to receive them, . • • 
The fierce contest which has been waged concerning the 
rights of colored nien, bond or free, has extensively fas- 
tened public attention upon them as a source-of public dis- 
cord and danger. • • • Li this state of public feeling 
there is much that is inexcusably wrong. ' Still it exists ; 
it is growing, and is likely to grow, and impede theii^ 
prosperity here." " (Idem, Tenth Ann. Bep.) 

In Massachusetts, such is the strength of antislavery 
feeling, and so vigilant are the abolitionists, that coloniza- 
tionists express themselves more guardedly than elseVhere. 
Some too are doubtless men of real kindness of feeling to^ 
wards the colored people. But the Massachusetts Coloni- 
zation Society lends Uberal ''material aid'' to the funds 
of the parent society, and is subject to -^ one in spirit 
with — that wicked association, however &ir an aspect it 
may assume. 

** The sentiment is fast becoming national, that the two 
races must separate. • • • To what is it to be attrib^ 
uted 7 To what but that mighty immigration, which has 
built across the Atlantic the bridge of boats, one abutment 
of which is in New York, and over which comes with 
heavy tramp, in the shape of a vast multitude, power I 
Power to add to our national strength and raise still 
higher the fabric of our national renown; power to con- 
struct our railroads and canals ; power before which the fret 
Hack man must Jlee as from Hve wrath to come J* (Speech of 
J. H. B. Latrobe. N. Y. Ool. Soc, May, 1852.) 

''A more barren present, a more hopeless future, than 
that of the free colored people in thp United States, can- 
not exist. America is the white marCs home : God 1ms sq 
ordered ii. ; • • When the drain westward ceases, 
should the two races '• • • still occupy the same land, 
there will be a strife for bread cruel and murderous : a 
strife in which the &te of the veaker colored race may be 
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terribly imagined.'' (Letter of same person in reply to 
Victor Hugo's Letter to Mrs. Chapman of July 6, 1851.) 

Mr. Latrobe has long been a leading colonizationist. 
The reader can see with what malign spirit he stirs the 
waters of strife between the foreign emigrant and the 
colored man, and calls on the latter to ^ flee as from the 
wrath to come." 

'^Li no part of the Union do the free blacks eigoy an 
equality of social and political priyileges in all the states ; 
their presence is neither agreeabk to the wkUes, nor is their 
condition advantageous to themselves. • . . The emir 
gration of this entUt population beyond the limits of our 
country is the only effectual mode of curing these evils, 
and of removing one cause of dangerous irritation between 
the different sections of the Union." (Report of Commit- 
tee in Congress in favor of Line of Steamers to Africa. 
Af. Bep. szvi. 268.) 

'' Hitherto they (free blacks) have been disposed to emi- 
grate as rapidly as the means at the disposal of the Yarious \ 
societies made it proper, or the condition of the cobnies \ 
made it prudent to send them ; and this may continue to | 
be the case. There are, however, various causes in opera- \ 
tion which may beget a different resuU* . • • The pow- 
er of each state is uncontrollable over the subject within 
its own borders, ^tt the states, and especiatty the slave 
states, have interests at stake suffickrMy important to de- 
mand a public interposition. This should take place when- 
ever it occurs, in a manner consistent with the character 
of a great and just commonwealth. • . • K it is our 
deliberate judgment they ought to be removed, let us re- 
move them. Let us do it as for the common good of all, 
not sordidly and wickedly, but with a compassion and 
conviction as earnest as the force which necessity may clbHge 
us to employ.'^ (Address of R. J. Breckenridge on " The 
Black Eace," to Ky. Col. Soo. Af. Rep., May, 1861.) 

9* 
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Tho plain English of this is, all the states, and especially 
the slave states, most colonize the free hlBxils^, voluntarily 
if ihej cbh, forcibly if they must. 
• In another part of his address he says, ^ For myself, I 
am not only ready to admit, but I earnestly contend, that 
no question touching the black race in this country^hall 
be allowed for a moment to compromise the far higher 
]' and more important interest of the white race and of tho 
country itself. • • • I earnestly invoke God's blessing 
upon every race of men, but above them all I cherish with 
devotion and hope the advancement of my own." 

Would he build up a favored race by driving away a 
feebler one? If so, he has yet to learn that '^ righteous- 
ness [ahne] exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.^ The editor of the African Repository commends 
> I I {his address, saying, '' And when viewed in connection 

with the condition and destiny of that class of the human 
fi&mily, . • • and with the benevoleni scheme of coloni- 
sation, ... it cannot fail to prove interesting to 
every man.^ 

" The free negroes in the border states and in all the 
free states afford means of concealment to the fugitive 
slave, which would not exist if the free blacks were fewer, 
or if there were none at all. ... He is concealed, 
lost, and hurried away, undistinguished amid the crowds 
of his own color, whose natural sympathies are enlisted to 
shield him from pursuit. I say natural sympathies, for I 
cannot condemn a feeling which springs from the common 
instinct of human nature, however unfortunate may be its 
effects as a cause of irritation between two sections. It 
is this deep instinctive sympathy also which arrays in op- 
position to the execution of the laws those excited crowds 
of black men, which have sometimes rescued the fugitive 
dave by open violence. • • • I do not believe this 
would be done by white men alone. • • • • Here then 
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vro bava the origin and most powerful incontivo of that 
spirit of resistance to the laws, which haa of late been so 
baleful to the peace and harmony of these elates. Is not 
the remedy plain — the obvious remedy of colonization? 
. . . The contact of the free negro with tho whito peo- 
ple of the northern states tends to foster and keep alivo 
the spirit of abolition. Without tho continual presence 
of a largo portion of tho blaclt race, there would be little 
for this excitement to feed on, and fanaticism, becoming 
merely theoretical, would be shorn of its greatest danger. 
. , , If it has beou npon this ground — to maintain the 
rights and just powers of the states and the free and un- 
incnmbered worltings of the federal government — that it' 
(the government) has assumed and csorcised tho authority 
to remove various tribes of native Indians, then I cannot 
conc'3ive on what ground such authority has been main- 
tained. I havo been wholly unable to draw the distinc- 
tion between tho removal of tho Indians and of the free 
blAcks. Nor am I aware that the power to do this has 
ever been seriously, certainly not successfully, questionedV 
The Constitution of tho United States confers upon the 
government the power to suppress insurrections, I need 
not say, that with an increase of this population — a dis- 
tinct caste HO closely united by the profoundest sympathies 
— the greatest danger of insurrection to be apprehended 
In our country will come, directly or indirectly, from that 
quarter. Must the government wait until the torch of- 
civil war has been lighted ? Must it wait until the gutr 
tcrs of wur cities are iUIed with blood, when it may be 
too late to extinguish the conSagration, and when the 
footsteps of lawful power may be insecure npon the streets 
made slippery by the gore of our citizens?" (Speech ol- 
Hon. F, P. Stanton, of Tenn. Thirty-fourth Annual M*eet-' 
ing, 1851,) 
- Why should not the froo black be removed ? • Surely 
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reasons are plenty as fSEtUen leaves in antumn against his 
remaining here. Does he not rescue fugitiyes, at the peril 
of breaking that blessed hope of our glorions XJnioni the 
Fagitive Slave Law 7 Does not his presence keep alive 
\] this pestilent spirit of aboUHon, and thereby lead men not 

;| |: merely to keep their principles on parchment, to be-read 
on iho fourth of July, but to practise them daily, and seek 
to lead church and state to do likewise? Have we not 
driven away the red man 7 Who shall say nay, when we 
say to the black man, " You are not wanted '' 7 ''An ounce 
of preventive is worth a pound of cure ; '' these pestilent 
negroes may rebel some day ; let us be wise, and send them 
away in time. Oood colonization argument from a prime 
J mover of the *^ Ebony Line '' scheme, addressing the assem- 

bled leaders of the society at Washington I 
It is just to Mr. Stanton to say, that the resolution to 
I :.'; j; which he spoke commenced- thus : ''That the harmony of 

;j ij the states of this Union would be promoted by the volunr 

tary emigration of the free blacks,'' ^c. That word " vol- 
untary ^ the speaker, in the fervor of his zeal, probably 
: I forgot ; the awful picture of rapine and bloodshed quite 

\ \ drove it firom his mind. Small matters are often forgot- 
: , j ten in discussing weighty interests, and sagacious minds 

cast in a large mould cannot be always hampered by petty 
details. 
"How long will it be after the resources of Liberia are 
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I i fiilly developed, and it is shown to be a safe and comfort- 

able homo for colored people, before they will begin to go 
there spontaneously 7 And who can tell how long it will 
be before they will go there heoaau they cannoi hdp it? 
(The italics are n<d ours.) The inducements there and 
nofont here for their emigration will be overpowering.'' 
(Speech of Bev. Joel Parker, D. D. Thirtieth Annual 
Meeting, 1847.) T 

^ To the daveholding states this iA a question of the 
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most vital imporbinee. I have long been of opinion, that 
their welfare and safetj/ impcnoasl; demanded the removal 
of all free colored persona from their borders ; and thia 
policy, I have reason to believe, would have been adopted, 
but for tbo difQcDlty of providing a cheap and comfortable' 
removal and a comfortable home. Tour plan obviates 
these objections. Most of the diOlcBltiea which Livo ariBcn 
in slavcholding countries have been planned and enconr- 
aged by free colored persons. . . . Tbo slavea cannof 
bo removed, but the free colored ])eople can be, and the 
eecurity of both master and servant promoted." (Letter 
of Hos. T. Butler Kruo, of Alabama, to F. P. Stanton, on 
.Mail Steamers to Africa. "Washington, 1850.) 

Jlr. King, it will bo noticed, la careful to say, "the 
slavea caimol bo removed," — meaning, of coarse, without 
the consent of their masters, — but the free colored peo- 
ple can, and ihould be, {vduntarilt/, of course^ to make slave 
property more secure. 

It is needless to multiply these quotations. Those who 
gain access to colonization publications will find such rev- 
elations of the Teal ipirU and purpose of the movement as 
call to mind the dark and narrow bigotry and relentless 
cruelty of the days when every Moor was driven from his 
home in Spain, for the glory of the " true church," and the 
"happiness of tho realm of their most Catholic majesties." 
Tho pen of tho historian has associated forever tho 
names of those prominent in that merciless crusade with 
the memory of one of the most terrible dramas of the 
" dark and bloody past ; " but if the colonization project 
of wholesale expatriation of an unoffending and much in- 
jm*ed race should succeed, the future historian, in that glad 
day when "the guilty batasy, that .man can hold property 
Id his fellow man," diall be repudiated, imting in the fall 
light of a world's liber^, eball aBBOciate the American 
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• Colonization Society and its leading advocates witli the 

record of deeds of cruel and relentless barbarify, which, 

I taldng the greater light of iho age into acconnty will be, 

in the ejes of every readeri worse than those perpetrated 

Iqr the fierce Spaniard* 
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most vital importanoe. I liave long been of opinion, that 
their welfare and safety imperionsly demanded the removal 
of all free colored persons from their borders ; and this, 
policy, I have reason to believe, wonld have been adopted, \ t 

but for the difficulty of providing a cheap and comfortable' 
removal and a comfortable home. Your plan obviates 
these objections. Most of the difficulties which Lave arisen 
in slaveholding countries have been planned and encour- 
aged by free colored persons. • • • The slaves cannot 
be removed, but the free colored people can be, and the 
security of both master and servant promoted.'' (Letter 
of Hon. T. Butler King, of Alabama, to F. P. Stanton, on 
3iail Steamers to Africa. Washington, 1850.) 

^r. King, it will be noticed, is careful to say, "the 
slaves camwi be removed," — meaning, of course, without 
the consent of their masters, — but the free colored peo- 
ple am, and shmdd be, {voluntarUyf of course^ to make slave 
property more secure. 

It is needless to multiply these quotations. Those who 
gain access to colonization publications will find such rev- 
elations of the red spirit and purpose of the movement as 
call to mind the dark and narrow bigotry and relentless 
cruelty of the days when every Moor was driven from his 
home in Spain, for the glory of the " true church," and the 
"happiness of the realm of their most Catholic msgesties." 

The pen of the historian has associated forever the 
names of those prominent in that merciless crusade with 
the memory of one of the most terrible dramas of the 
" dark and bloody past ; " but if the colonization project 
of wholesale expatriation of an unoffending and much in- 
jured race should succeed, the future historian, in that glad 
day when " the guilty fantasy, that man can hold property 
in his fellow man," shall be repudiated, writing in the full 
light of a world's libertyi shall associate the American 
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Colonization Society and its leading advocates with the 
record of deeds of cmel and reloatless barbarity, which, 
taldng the greater light of the age into accoimty will be, 
in the ejes of every readeri worse than those perpetrated 
^ the fierce Spaniard* 
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FAYOBS PBOSCBimYE LEGISLATIOH.— 

60TEBNMENTAL AID. 



Lifhelisfc diapler are erideneM rf a fixed aad idflsfe- 
lem porpofle, on fhe ptrt of Ikne wbo conCnrf Oe 
tJon moyemeai, to expA tbe eotoed people fitM Oe 
trj. Let « now look at tbe means caq^loyed to firiker 
tliat end, bj enlisting tbe aid of general and state goren* 
menty and fbsterii^ or eonniring at oppt es Bl fe I^gishtion. 
These two solgedls are so eloeel j eonneeted, tbej can be 
fxynined brie^ togetbar^ 
^ Haired of tbe eolored man bas diown itsdf in laws 
depriring bim of tbe rigbt of soffirage, of bis testimonj in 
eoort^ of bis rigbt of residence unless bonds were giren 
for Wb siq;^x>rt in case of porertf , of bis rig^t to make 
contracts for labor, Ac These enactments baye been 
stringent in sereral of tbe firee states, in all tbe daye 
states, and would probably make it easier in some cases to 

in a '^Tolontarj, cheerful ^ consent to go to Liberia. 

We shall find the Colonization Society and its leading 
adrocates raising no earnest and constant voice against 
this state of things — uttering a word, it may be, in some 
few instances, in disapproval of some of tbe worst and 
most revolting enactments — as though fearful of the 
fiends they had helped call into existence ; but no firee 
and indignant rebuke in its official documents, such as 
might tdl on the guilty l^islators ; no stirring bursts of 
eloquence in behalf of a race robbed even of l^;al protec* 
tion in the able addresses of its chosen orators. 

On the contrary, we shall see its agents busily at work, 
where the worst of these efforts to ** firame iniquity into a 
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law ^ are going on, its journals ready and careful to pub- 
lish eyerj act of oppressive legislation as a new evidence 
of the invincibility of that prejudice which, they hold, 
^religion itself " cannot subdue; sometimes making com*, 
ments, sometimes giving simple facts, with no word of a&l 
sent or dissent; sometimes cop7ing;a vile. article from some 
negro-hating, proslavery newspaper, to serve the double 
purpose of saying what they care not to say themselves, 
and giving proof that the fate of the negro must be to 
" wither beneath the shadow of the Saxon ; " pursuing such 
course, in; Bhort, as a crafty and skilful policy may deem 
best 

In regard to governmental aid, the advocates of coloni- 
zation are urging their claims with ceaseless industry, 
enlisting every compromising politician, who may think he 
can help ^ save the XJnion,'* without any spedal detriment 
to his own good standing, calling for responses from the 
press which are in many cases readily given. It is mainly 
the movements of the last five years we wish to expose, 
but a few revelations of the past wiU show that there has 
been no change of spirit or purpose. Twenty years ago, 
the New York "coTprnzaGonlsts mid, in a memorial to the 

/\^ We do not wish that the provisions of our constitution 
and statute book should be so modified as to rdieve oregsaU 

^^^^ho^oondition of the colored people, while they remain 
among us. Let those provisions stand in all their rigovy to 
work out the ultimate and unbounded good of this people.'' 
The , oppressive provisions of the statute book only 
''working out the ultimate and unbounded good" of those 
they aimed to. crush I . Thafgood!' was probably to be 

* sought in Africa, under the benevolent auspices . of this 
band of philanthropists ; and the ^ rigor " of ;the provisions 
would tend to gain voAfn^ory , consent . to embark, in the 
perilous search, and thus.remove. to a '^ safe distance " firom 
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sontbern slaTeholders and northern men seized with edor^ 
phobia. 

In 1831, the legislature of Maryland reaolyed, that the 
evils '' growing oat of the connection '^ of her ^ increasing f 
free colored population with the slaves," and their depriv* 
ing laboring whites of ** a large portion of employment,'', 
were grave evils ; that, '* as philanthropists and lorers of 
freedom," they '' deplored the existence of slavery among 
tlicm," bnt considered *^ unrestricted fnamammon" as of 
'^ more dangerous tendency than slavery ; ^' that colonizing 
to Africa free people of color would " diminish these evils'; " 
and chose a committee to bring in a bill ^ on these princi* 
pies." At the next session, a report was made that all 
the free blacks might be removed in a generation, and 
that the slaves, being property, should only be taken by 
consent of masters ; and an Appropriation Act was passed, 
placing two hundred thousand dollars, in yearly instal* 
ments, in the hands of the Maryland Colonization Society, 
and forbidding manumission unless the slaves were sent 
beyond the state. Another act, passed tvjo days after ^ pro* 
vided that no free colored man could leave the state on 
any condition for more than a month, without being sold 
on his return, unless certain difficult legal formalitios wera 
complied with, beyond the ability of most to execuito coc^ 
rcotly ; that no colored man should come into the state 
without paying ^/y dollars a week while remaining, or, in 
default, being sold by the sheriff for a time long enough td 
satisfy the demand. Colored persons were prohibited 
from attending religious meetings, except when conducted 
by whites, and whites were forbidden to buy ^corn, pork,, 
tobacco, &c., &c.," firom free negroes, uioless they could 
show certificates they came honestly by the articles ; and 
when convicted of any crime not capital, the free negro or 
mulatto, at the pleasure of the court, could receive tho 
usual legal punishment, be banished fjrom the state, or 
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transported to some foreign conntiy. These barbaroas 
enactments need no commeat, and in Tiev of them the 
American Colonization Society passed the foUoving re- 
aoWe, (Annual Meeting, 1833 :) — 
- "That this society Tievrs with the higfMt gratifaoHm. 
the continned effort of Maryland to accomplish her pa- 
triotic and hmevoknl system in regard to her colored popif- 
lation ; and that the late appropriation by the state, of tvo 
bnndred thonsand dollars, in aid of Aitican colonization, 
is Aoifed by the friends of the system as a bright exam-pie to 
the other states." 

It will bo noticed that the Maryland Colonization Soci- 
ety proposes to be a remedy for slavery. The following 
resolve was passed at one of its meetings : — 

" Stuieed, That this society beliere, and act npon the 
belid^ that colonization tends to promote emancipation, by 
affording the emancipated slave a home where he can b^ 
bappicr than .in this country, and so indacing masters to 
mannmit who would not do bo nnconditionally." (Af. 
Bep.iiL6.) 

And the managers declared their belief titat, " at a time 
not remote," slavery would cease in the state by the " fiill 
consent" of those interested. The laws of the state, aa 
we have seen, prohibited emanctpation,_with freedom to 
remain on the soil ; all due care was taken to gain the 
"voluntary" consent of the troQ colored people to go to 
Africa by most oppressive laws ; a donation of two hun* 
dred thonsand dollars was made by the state to the socie- 
ty, — tluB smn increased, of course, by individual contribu- 
tions, — and what is the result? The Maryland society 
has always carried on its operations independently ; hu 
had its own colony at Cape Falmas, some two hundred 
and twen^-five miles sonOi-east of Monrovia; and by a 
statement made in 1852, in the lliirty-fifth Annual Beport . 
of the American Colonization Society, had settled in that 
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^ I A sirikiiiK pvoof of Oat allied nk irv aba 
faniWbfil ia ^ ¥iijhail Tfiif of ITclr|,itcii, afcra, ii [ 
UH A iflifr (Mr. Man) wmd am iaquj iato Oe 
e nwdie pcj of aboBddag dmrf afier a eerlani period, 
wUdk prodaeed aadi a atana Oat Oe Mfver wiMiev Ua 
propoad. Olid lie waafe na cipa«B<>}oai lie >mirf af 
lieAoaie. 

A saqde fiict lereala &e real ^azactar aad laflaeoea 
of ihe Bdbaae whidi flie kadiag awlms rf tte AMcricaa 
Colonizalioii Society Tiewed as ao * baiefok&t»* and 
qwko of Willi die'' k^MSt gratificatkm.* TbeJUaiyfaid 
7eaiperwKe Jimrmd, ot May 3, 1835, aaja^ — 

^Tbe time is not fiur distant, as ererj reflecting man 
nusi be convinced, wben tiie safisif of tiie comtiy will 
reqntre tiie expMtm of tiie blacks. Tbe state has already 
adopted tins plan, (coloniation.) • • • The African 
coast will be strewn with dties. and then, when Bomefiar- 
/vl ctnumlium makes it necessary to bahish the whole 
jcuLTiTUDE AT OHCE, a home and refbge shall be proyided 
in the land of thdr fietthers.'' 

But let OS torn to a later period. In 1850, (March 11,) 
an act was passed by the Yix^inia l^islatore, appropriat- 
ing thirty thousand dollars per year, for fiye years, to aid 
the American Colonization Society in removing colored 
per8ons,/ree and residents of the state ai the date qfiis pas- 
sagSf allowing only twenty-five dollars for each adult, and 
fifteen dollars for children mider ten years of age. The 
act also levies a tax of one dollar annually on every free 
black male between the ages of twenty-one and fifiy-five, 
which is to be added to the thirty thousand dollars, and 
will amount to about fifteen thousand dollars.. It will be 
noticed that this act^ only allows the removal of. residents 
free at the date of its passage : and as the laws of the state 
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forbid emancipation with liberty to remain in its borders, 
of oonrse U Jhet noiataU tnoowrage manumission. But the 
colonizationists rejoice at this infiunons act,-eYen while 
it compels its victims to help pay the price of transportbg 
{heir dearest friends to Africa, who shall be induced to go. 
volontarily, perhaps, bj persuasive floggings at midnight, 
once alluded to by a Virginian, as administered in such 
cases. They say,— 

^ The Virginia legblature has made a nMe beginning in 
the work. ... It will be productive of great good^ 
and ultimately lead to the adoption of whatever measures 
are necessary to meet the demands of the enterprise, so far 
as Virginia is concerned. . . . The time has arrived 
when something eJSectual must be done. . . • Several 
schemes are now before the convention of that state. An 
intelligent correspondent thinks they will not act hastily 
or rashly, but with prudence, combined with firmness.!- 
(Thirty-fourth Annual Report American Col. Soc.) 

This act they also dignify as "a great moral demonstro' 
Hon of the propriety and necessity of state action '' 1 Pub- 
lished with the Thirty-third Annual Report is an Address 
to the Legislature and People of Virginia, by Rev. Mr. 
Slaughter, (Agent Va. Col. Soc.,) in which the free colored 
people are spoken of as '^ an evil of enormous magnitude." 
With the Thirty-second Report is a Memorial to the Vir> 
ginia Legislature, the first paragraph of which closes by 
saying, ^ The time has come when, if we do not bcUly grap- 
pk the difficulties and control them, they vnO control us ; " 
and the memorialists, after talking of " the St. Domingo 
tragedy,'' have a smooth word about the elevation of Af* 
rica and the suppression of the slave trade, conclude the 
work ^ ought to be done now ; ^ and Mr. Bailey (Agent 
of Am. Col. Soc.) specially eommends the memorial. Two 
years afterward the *^ difficulties,'' so strongly alluded to, 
weroi partially at leasts ^:grappled/' and the Colonizar 
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tion Society, in its official report, r^oicea with joy ex- 
ceeding I 

Let DB turn to similar movemeats in the west. In the 
Annual Report and Proceedings of tlie Society for 1849, 
ve find & Memorial to the Senate and RepresCDtatives of 
Ohio, by David Chbisty, (Agent Am. Col. Soc for Ohio.) 
A docnmeot peculiarly calculated, and doubtless intended, 
to stir up strange fears, and help on the evil work of keep- 
ing alive jealousy and bitter prejudice in that and the 
neighboring states. He states that, — 

"Previous to 1800, the New England States had an in- 
creasing colored popalation, but that from 1800 to 1840 
that population remained nearly stationary in numbers. 
Meanwhile New York and Peunaylvania had an increase, 
showing that emigration must have been southward, until, 
from 1830 to 1840, these states began to repel this class 
of people, and the increase was only one per cent, yearly ; 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
and Georgia, during the same time, repelled half their 
natural increase ; " and he concludes that a stream of col- 
ored emigration horn Jif teen states had "been concentrat- 
ing with almost equal rapidity in the Ohio valley." Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, in 1800, had only five hundred col- 
ored population ; in 1830, it had increased to fourteen 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-four ; in 1840, to twen- 
ty-eight thousand and 6fteen ; and is estimated in 1850 
at fifty thousand, of which Ohio has about thirty thousand. 
His conclusion ia, that " the Ohio valley is the focus toward 
which nearly the entire free colored population of the 
country is concentrating ; , . . no. ordinary precau- 
tion can check this movement. Wo cannot, by any legis- 
lation, reach the causes which compel them to leave other 
fltatea. We cannot change the climate of the north-east, 
• . . nor roll bock the mighty tide of foreign emigrar 
tion, which si^pUes the east with a BvrploB of cheap labor, 
10* . ■ 
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and drives the man of color west to seek bread. . . . 
It is still more impracticable to induce tho slave states to 
give np the prtyndicea which drive the colored man from 
among them ; ... the Ohio valley is, therefore, to 
become the asylam for the victims of slave oppression,-, 
and has been telecied hy the colored man as the theatre tipon 
whkh the great hattU for the achievement of hit rights it to 
be fmight.^' 

He fails to mention the fact, that, during the past 6R.y 
years, the whito population of that same region has swelled 
from abont fifty tiioosand to three millions and a halfl 
When we remember, too, that the whole free colored pof^ 
nlation of the country ia only some six hundred thousand, 
(their natural increase being, according to Mr. Christy, 
two per cent, yearly,) how many of the growing millions 
in the older sections of our country are, and will bo, tam- 
ing westward, what a vast stream of foreign emigration 
is pouring into that region, it must at once be seen that, 
even sapposing, what is beyond probability, that for^ 
years hence half the free colored population shall be in 
the Ohio valley, their number would be very small com- 
pared to the millions of whites who will then be residents 
there ; and the broad territory and great fertility of soil 
would afford room enough, support abundant, for all. The 
far west, stretching away to the distant Pacific, is open, 
too, for the white man or the black man. 

So the phantoms conjured up by the evil imaginatioa of 
this colonization agent vanish into " airy nothings," wbeil 
looked at with cool and undistorted vision. How absnrd, 
too, the idea of a people dwelling in so wide and rich a 
land, who are constantly saying to the millions of Europe, 
" There's room enough for all," being alarmed lest a few 
colored people may seek a home among them I how baulj/ 
wicked the thought that there is no room in the beaatiflil 
Talley of the Qhio for the colored man I But the colota- 
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utionist ja not cootent oren to "leave pr^adices as they 
are ; " they might die out, and then the society would die 
with them, when it were sad indeed to think of poor be- 
nighted Africa, whither no more " nuisances " might go as 
missionaries under ita benevolent auspices I Mr. Ohriaty 
is in earnest in this matter ; feels deeply hia responsibility, 
doubtless. He thinks the colored man has selected his 
place, whereon to tarn, like tho desperate stag at bay, 
and fight his "great battle for the achievement of his 
rights ; " this is his last refuge ; " forewarned, forearmed," 
should be the motto ; that all may bo ready to make the 
lost grand onslaught upon this abused race a successfol one, 
and send them (of coarte, only imth cheerful, voluntary, co» 
>enO ^ Liberia. Men of Ohio, of the north-west, what 
Bay you ? Will you join in this crusade ? It would seem 
(bo devout colon izationists say) that Providence bos pr& 
pared this race to evangelise A&ica. Con you, will you, 
allow them long to remain here, and thus seek to defeat 
such wise designs ? 

The memorial states that the framers of tho constitu- 
tion "never intended to Mfrkanize the state," and that 
there is a " fisedness of purpose " on the part of the great 
majority of the whites never to allow the colored man 
"equal social or political privileges." . . . "This de- 
cision is not based upon hostility to the black man, but 
upon the conviction that the true interests of both recog- 
nize a distinct political organization." The advantages 
of Liberia are duly set forth ; mention is made of a pro- 
posed porehase of a territory north of Liberia, to bo called 
Ohio in Africa ; and an appropriation is asked for in aid 
of colonization. The appropriation has not, we believe, 
been granted. In the Society's Report for 1851, it is said 
that, in 'Ohio, " the scheme of colonization is one, not mere- 
ly of hmponity aad sound policy, but of great tmi overpow 
iring tueeuitjf," 
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Li 1850, we find Mr. Christy^ giving lectures to Uie 
members of tke L^islatare and State Constitutional Con- 
Tention, (of course, it was idl-important iliat a new eonsU- 
tntion they were framing shonld bo as well calculated as 
possible to work ont the "ultimate and nuboonded good" ^ 
of the colored people.) In one of these lectures the ad- 
vantages to the slaves of having lived in this land of " &ee 
Christiani^" are enlarged upon, the condiUoa of the 
davo here contrasted with his condition in other conn- 
tries, and the conclusion reached that our slaver; is the 
most devaliag in the world ; "that m/y in the United 
States can the vAite man obtain possession and free ezer> 
cise of all the elements of civilization and progress ; " that 
it is only here that " the colored man has had the opporto- 
mty (for which ho should praise God and thank the slave 
traders and owners) of enjoying any part of these bless- 
IngB, and witnessing any portion of the whole ; " and that 
on^ the United States " possess^ the necessary agents, in 
the persons of intelligent and indnstrions colored men," 
(" nuisances," " the most abandoned in our, land " 7) " to re- 
cover AMca from barbarism, and bestow upon that be- 
n^hted land, as wo are now doing in Idberia, all the. 
elements " of civilization, &o. 

In another lecture a scheme is shadowed forth dimly to 
pnrcfaasQ and transport to Africa all the slaves, and by 
their labor there seek to substitute tropical products pro: 
duccd by free labor, in place of those produced by shiTe 
. labor, which now supply the markets and employ the com- 
merce of the world. A. scheme admirably calculated to 
create a complacent feeling of benevolence in the minds 
of his hearers, as they dreamily thought of its execution 
in the distant fiitnre, of eourie, enunentij/ practicabU. It 
may be, ere long, one of the results of the growing strength 
of tho antislavery movement, that slaveholders, seeing they 
cannot long retain thdr " homaa chattels,", may propoM 
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la Iki wmtn of tto kgidttne of Ohio, in IS52-3. 4 
Un wu iatrodiMcd into the Ses&te, cominonlj known u 
*' CosEUc't BlU." frma iU Mthor's name. Its «/«» 
froeuioiu were, Uut after JABoar; I, 1861, no black or 
nnUtto, not a resident of the state, titovild be allowed to 
Kttle tlteretn ; that evcrf readeot Ehall register his or ber 
name, and pay a fee for the rcgistratioa ; all not regis- 
tered to be treated as non-residenta ; non-r«sidentt not to 
bold real estate, and aoj derised to tbem to be forfeit to 
tbo state ; those Tiolating the act to be imprisoDed not 
less than sis uontha ; assessors and rocorders to male and 
compare lists of colored persons, and return to the pro»- 
ecating ftttomejr an; names found not registered, who shall 
arrest and prosecnte each persons, and shall also iostitnto 
nits for estates to bo forfeited. Asseaaora, recorders, and 
prosecuting attomo/a failing to do these dntics, to be fined 
flfly dollars and made incapable of hoIdiLg any office of 
trust or profit in tbo state. The bill was defeated, and 
Ohio sarcd from the disgrace of its passage. In the .^/ri- 
can HepotUory of April, 1853, we find an abstract of this 
bill, under the heading, " Negro Exclusion," published 
without a word of comment. 

Let ns now turn to Indiana. In 1850, the IruHana Slate 
Sentind said, "Two years ago the friends of Liberia in this 
• state commenced a system of petition and correspondence, 
inviting the attention of the statesmen of the nation to 
' Uie subject of & national plan of oolonixation. . . . 
The nation ia folly ripe for the moremont ; and what we 
rtiJoice in is, that our own state has nobly taken the lead 
and kept it ; 'the joint resolntionB ' of our Oeoeral Assem- 
bly on the subject have been pnblished, with ezpressions 
of much &Tor, in the leading jonmals of our own oountr;, 
and have found their vay to Europe and Africa.^ This is 
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copied in a pamphlet dn " Colonizatian by a Line of Mall 
Steamers." The next year the goTemor of that state, in 
Ids annual message to the legislature, highly commends 
colonization, and saye, " In the great struggle for the sepn- 
ration of the black maji from the white, kt Indiana take 
her stand; pat her agent into the field; her citizens are 
ready." 

This we find in an extract from his message in the An- 
nual Report of the American Colonization Society for 
1851, and in the Eame report it is stated that "a large 
majority of the citizens of Indiana are warmly in favor of 
some state action ; . . . feel keenly the einls arising 
from the existence of two distinct races on the same soil." 
The iniquitous provisions of the new constitution of Indi- 
ana, framed in 1850-51, are given, by which negroes and 
mnlattoes are excluded hereafter from settling in their 
' limits ; all contracts made with them declared void ; any 
one employing them, or encouraging them to remain in 
the state, liable to a fine from ten to one hundred dollars, 
and all such fines to be appropriated to the colonization 
of free colored people in Iho state! All the comment 
made on these atrocious provisions is, " Tbia article is 
to be submitted to a separate vote of the people. There 
is scarcely a doubt it will be adopted ; yet it is taking 
ground afuad of any other state. It was thought very cruel 
in Elinois, a short time ago, to adopt a policy to prevent 
any more free colored persons from coming into the state. 
But this action of Indiana goes far ahead of that, and 
looks to their ultimate and entire removal from the 
8tat« 1 " 

In notes are appended an extract from the CmdnnaH 
Daily Commerdai, telling of the "pestiferous class of tree 
bla(^" of the " growiog impudence " of the Ohio negro 
population, and commending the Indiana provisions ; also 
part of a speech by Mr. Morrison, of Indiana, in the oo|k- 
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conrentioi^ giyiiig his reuoDS for ezcloding the 
nq^roes, and diresting them hereafter of the right of hold- 
ing properif — he would ''increase thdr diabilitiesi'' 
hofnng ''the reeolts vulj be most adyantageoiis to them* 
selves,^ by leading them to go elsewhere ; and anapologetio ^ 

article from iheBuffalo Commercial .tfiioerfifer, which "can- 
not qrmpathize with the spirit which prompts the intro- 
duction of soch sweepingly proscriptiye proTisions into 
the constitotion of a fireo state ;^ still sees in them only an 
eridence of a feeling every where ezistingy and thinks, is 
sangoine, that the " coloniang the colored population'' of ~ 
the coontry can be accomplished, "with proper goyenK 
mental aid ; *^ but the free blacks mnst be " recoyered from 
the malign influence of their worst enemies, the ultra 
abolitionists, before much can bo accomplished.'' 

In April, 1852, an act passed the Lidiana l^islature, - 
appropriating five thousand dollars, and also the fna \ 

collected for violation of the constitution by colored per^ \ 

sons in the provisions touching them, and such voluntary f 

contributions as might bo made, as a fund for colonization, { 

to be placed at the disposal of a state board, composed of l 

the governor, secretary, and auditor of the state. This 
board met in March, 1853, at Indianapolis, placed one* 
thousand dollars at the disposal of the secretary of the 
Colonization Society, and arranged to place other funds in 
Ids hands, to colonize emigrants sent by them to Liberia ; 
they also chose Bev. Jas. Mitchell agent and secretary, 
authorized him to spend a portion of his time in the states 
of Illinois, Michigan, and Iowa, and directed the governor 
to correspond with the governors of those states, to obtain 
their coSperation in the work. 

The Jlfrican Repotitory for Mayj 1853, publishes the act 
and proceedings, merely speaking of it as " showing what 
had been done by the authorities of Indiana " to aid those 
^ who may desire assistance to enable them to emigrate ; " ■ 
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usd commends Mr. Mitchell as also a " regularly commls-. 
sioned agent" of the parent society, saying, " Wo are 
pleased to see that the tiiends of colonization in Indiana 
hare resolved to sustain him in his vork." 

What kindly cooperation I A^r these legislators have 
done all that law-making could do to drive the colored 
people from the state, by framing a constitution uneqnall^ 
for its grinding oppression so far aa they are concerned, 
and a legislature sworn to support its provisions have 
passed an act appropriating the fines inhumanly wrung from 
•colored men by the action of that terrible " bond," to aid * 
in their expatriation to Liberia, the agent of the Americuk 
Colonization Society — sustaining also the relation to this 
Indiana board of agent — can do the work of both, and. 
Gnd that work as it were one, since the moneys raised ia 
the west pass into the ofSce at Washington. This is the 
testimony this benevolent association, so full of solicitude, 
for the colored man in Africa, bears in regard to bia. 
> oppression herd 

The Thirty-second Annual Report, already quoted from 
in the next paragraph, after its comments on the Indiana 
constitntion, says, — 

' "Jfot far behind the convention of Indiana comes oa 
the legislature of Iowa, that young and vigorous state ; " 
and then says they have introduced a bill for the removal 
of all colored persons emancipated in other states, and' 
hereafter settling in that, and diaijuaKfying those alreaJg 
tfunfrom JuJding any more real estate. 

What noble emulation I In the eye of these official colfr - 
nizatioQ authorities Iowa, young but vigorous, is "not far 
behind " Indiana in these movements 1 

Iluhois passed " An Aet to prevent the Emigration of 
Free Negroes iato this Stato," which went into operation 
early in the present year. It prohibits any person from '. 
bringing any negro or mulatto, bond or free, into the state, 
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to remain, under penally of from one hundred to five hun- 
dred dollars, and imprisonment for a year ; colored persons 
or slaves can pass through the state ; prohibits any n^o 
or mulatto, bond or fi^e, from staying in the state ten days 
with intent to remain, under a penalty of fifty dollars, to 
be acyudged by jury trials ; if the fine be not paid, the 
offender, after ten days' notice, is to be iM hy the sheriffs at 
auction^ to the person who will pay such fine for the short- 
est term of the culprit's servitude, to clothe and lodge 
their servant comfortably while working out the fine; a 
repetition is fined fifty dollars — half the fine goes to the 
complainant^ half to the poor ; slave claimants can take 
their " property '' when under arrest for breach of this 
law by paying costs, and, x>n due proof, justices of the 
peace refusing to issue writs shall be deemed guilty of no9i- 
feasance ; where the jury find the negro or mulatto not 
guilty, they shall render judgment against the complainant j 
or prosecuting witness, who can have the right of appeal ; \ 
one fourth negro blood shall be deemed a mulatto. '■} 

An abstract of this act is published in the Repository for | 
•April, with a few comments from the Journal of Commerce. \ 
We look in vain through the official organ for one word 
of manly protest against its nefarious provisions. The 
editor of the Jfew York Colonization Journal speaks of it 
as a "retrograde movement, altogether adverse to the ten* 
denciesof this age and country ; '' says that " the possibility 
of introducing a species of slavery in a free state is 
astonishing. . « . So far as the Colonization Society 
is concerned, it cannot sympathize wiOi any harsh or oppr^ 
sive treatment of the free colored population. Its mem- 
bers, as far as we know them at the north, and chiefly at 
the south, mourn over the continuance of slavery in our 
country as a great evil to white and black alike," and 
have looked earnestly for its abolition by act. of legisla- 
ture, &o. He thinks that, ''as an act of self-respect^ the 
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next legidaftire will repeal the act" Wf give his word, 
that each credit as muf bo dne be awarded. Well ma; 
Kr. Pioaey bo astoniBfaod at this result of a spirit fostered 
by the movement of which he has been long a laboriooa 
and earnest advocate ; doubtless otiier colonizationlata at 
the north eharo this astonishment. Let snch remember 
fliat the labors of colonization ^lents, and the speeches of 
colonization orators, have helped to kindle this fire, that 
has left its black and disgraceM stain on the statute books 
of a state which shoold be pure from such pollution ; let 
them think of tiie efforts made to awaken the jealons fears 
of the dwellers in the Ohio valley. As to the sodefy not 
BTmpathizing with oppreasive treatment, aUcan judge how 
that has been, from the fkcts presented : this mourning 
over slaver;' is an old process ; many a slave driver does 
that If a few leading colonizationiets wonid oven send 
their slaves to Liberia, it might bo some small evidence of 
their sorrow. 

In tho Thirtr-fonrth Annual Beport the appropriation 
of Virginia — about forty-five thousand dollars for five 
years — is hailed as a noble htginning. In the thirty-^tii 
report, it is stated that New Jersey has taken the lead 
among free states, witii one thousand yearly for two years. 
Pennsylvania has granted two thousand, and Indiana five 
thousand, (no mention of the fiites ;) and these grants, 
guned by much importunity, are hailed only as small b&* 
ginnings of a great work. 

Besolves are also published in favor of polonization by 
the l^pslatures of Louisiana, Alabama, and Ooonecticut ; 
and Governor Hnnt, of New Tork, receives dne meed of 
pr^se for his appeal to the legislature for an appropria* 
tion ; the subject, they ure assured, " wiU not be allowed 
to sleep" in' that quarter. . Thus we see with what oraft, 
and skill, and xseaseless perteveranoe the so^ie^rnQy;^ 
along in its evil work. ... 
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In 1849, in the Appendix of the Annual Report, ia an. 
article on appropriations by general and 'stale govern^ 
ments, urging that the time has now come fof *^ more' en* 
larged operations.'' They say that '^ if the presence of: 
the Indian tribes in oar midst was a grdeit evil, requiring^ 
iheir removal, sorely the existence of the colored r&ce is 
a great political eYll,'and their femovd a[n immense nar 
tionial blessing,'' and government has the ." powex^.to act." 
If tiieir presence has been a good to us, but jan evil to 
them, then certainly we are bound in duty to remove ihem| 
there is a "moral fitness^' in the workl The meftiorials td. 
Ohio and Virginia, asking for appropriation8,are given, it 
is stated, togeUicr, as they present the reasons why the two 
great sections of the union should act It will be remem^ 
bered that the main reason offered to Virginia was the 
dangerous presence of free blacks among a slave popula* 
tion ; to Ohio, the dread of a negro pbpiilation; So, beh 
tween these upper and nether millstones, the colored rado 
is to be ground to powder unless they go to Liberia, where 
sure death awaits ia large proportion, as past . liiberiiin 
experience shows 1 . i \ c.^ 

The petition of Judge Bryam, of Alabama, and others, 
for a line of mail steamers to carry mails and emigrants 
to Liberia, and touch at various ports in Europe, and the 
report to Congress of Hoi7. F. P. Staitton, of Tennessee, 
lh)m the committee to whom it was refei'red in July, 1850, 
were used as means of calling foxtii a inultitude of ex- 
pressions in favor of colonization, from the press and from 
prominent public men all over the country. The phlii 
was for government to build three steamers, of four thou- 
sand tons burden, to cost about nine hundred thousand 
dollars each, and to be x&ed by the nation in case of war ; 
to recdve forty thousand dollars a: ir^: for jcwryinjg the 
mails to Liberia^ Lisbon, London; A(^ and to * transport 
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some two thousand fire handred emigrants each voj^e, 
fiir the Colonization Sociefy, at a charge often dolIarBfor 
adnlte, and fire dollars for children, making twelve voyages 
a year. Two pamphlets were pnblished in Xew York, 
and extenavely circulated, advocating the scheme ; every 
colonization journal was constant in its pruee, and every 
effort was nude to make capital for the movement : the 
project fiiiled ; the title of "Ebony Line Scheme" was 
given to it. (Of cowrtt, all the thir^ tiionsand emigrants 
those steamers could transport would go voUaUarSy.) The 
Uaryland constitutional convention, the Virginia legislar 
tore and conventioD, the Ohio convention, — two thirds 
of its members, — memorialized Congress in favor of the 
"Ebony Line." 

At a later date, we have the last great move of the col- 
onizationists, known as " Stanley's Bill," introduced in 
: Congress June 4, 1852, by Hozr. Edwabd Stanlet, M. 0., 
of North Carolina, for depositing the fourth instalment of 
Has public money with the states, in the ratio of their pop- 
nlation and representation, the interest to be appropriated 
to A&ican colonization ; and when the work was done, — 
the IVee blacks all transported to Ijberia or elsewhere, — 
the fund to be used for the education of the poor, or inter- 
nal improventents. 

The amount of the instalment was nine million three 
hundred and six^-seven thousand two hundred and four- 
teen dollars and ninety-eight cents, and the yearly interest 
four hundred and six^-oight thousand three hundred and 
E^ty dollars and ninety-eight cents, safSciont to traiuport 
to Uberia, at a oost of fifty dollars each, nine thousand 
five hundred and rixty-six emigrants, who, tf ttmrte, would 
a.toncec&)OMto^ The passage of tlua bUI was probably 
hardly expected at the time, but was warmly urged by the 
gefotUary and other colonization papers, the Journal of 
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New York, being specially earnest in the work. Bat the 
scheme may be renewed, for fear and hatred know no rest^ 
ever stong to actiyity, by ** the worm that dieth not" 

Other iitcts of a similar character might be given, but 
enough has been done to proye abundantly the real aim 
of this moyement— -the wholesale expatriation of the firee 
colored popolation, and keeping the slayes in chains until 
they may be freed and expatriated, if their masters choose 
so to do. Where is the '^ exclusiye object'' of colonizing; ' 
^ with their own consent,'' free people of color ? Oast asid^ 
trampled under foot, by slayeholders and their allies; 
Some colonizationists, doubtless, may abhor the sentiments 
and plans we haye exhibited ; but that ayails little ; the 
inexorable law of ruk or ruin is aboye them, and ihe 
slayeholder or his ally controls the moyement which they ' 
countenance and aid. 

This chapter may appropriately close by a paragraph 
fit>m an address of Hon. R. W. Thompson, of bidiana, at 
the annual meeting of the society in 1849 : -— ^ 

** It does not ojffer any oppression w inju^ 
proposes to colonize, with their own consent, those who ' 
are free, and it appeals to the humane and philanthropic ; 
it summons the highest motiyies of patriotism, andj in the 
name of all that is noble audi greats it calls for aid to carry 
out its designs of mercy I " :* 
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SLAVERY A PBOVIDENTIAL DISPENSATIOK I 

' EtimiBNT oolonlzationiBts, especially the religious advo- 
eates of the society, are much given to presenting slavery 
9B a providential diepenBatioa for the elevation of the 
enslayed and the r^^neratioa of Africa — a most effectoal 
mode of qoietiag the consciences of those who may he 
troobled by the presence of this overshadoiring iniquitf. 

The voice of God speaking in every hearty tlie vords of 
olden prophets, the beaotifnl precepts of Jesna, the in- 
atinots of oar common humanity, all vould lead na to 
recognize slavery as a crime, to demand that all men bavo 
■ restored to them the birthright of freedom of which Uiey 
liad been robbed. 

But there are those who vroald seek to penetrate into 
tiie mysteries of Infinity, and talk with impious fiuniliar> 
i^ of the "designs of an all-wise Providence," to divert 
ns from plain duties that lie within our reach. 

Let fetters be forged for as — let our wives and daugh- 
ters, oar mothers and sisters, be sold on the aootioa block 
to lives of toil and infamy — let the laeh be plied over 
our bleeding persons — and then, should we see men stand- 
ing frith our oppressors, talking of the "sacred right" of 
proper^, and discoursing with solemn wisdom of provt 
dentiol designs for oar elevation and the regeneration of 
some ^tant land whence our fathers came centuries ago, 
vhat would be our feelings 7 Should we not look upon 
Uiose men as either basely wicked, or deluded themselves 
and deluding others — " blind leading the blind " 7 

Let ns see some of these spwamsaa of a self-complacoit 
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bat wicked and delusiye philanthropy, so unlike that ** ro- 
bust and manly yirtae'' which John IGlton extolled in his 
day, and which we so much need in oonu 

''I am thoroughly conyinced there is a better thing than 
the mere doing away of slavery. • • • The elevation 
of the colored race is that better workl • . • There I; 

seems to me, in connection with this subject, a beautiful 
illustration of what Hall calls ' a fetch in divine Prov- 
idence/ God had a design in bringing these people to 
this country. • • • We cannot probably see the whole 
of it • • • There are now in this country more than [ 

three hundred thousand Africans who can read and writer 
who could not have done it if it had not been for the 
slave tradel • • • How came these people by all this 
knowledge? . • • It has been done by daoery. ; • • 
And now we send them back to Africa with a preparation 
for doing a great work there, which we never could have J 

imparted to them in any other way. , • • In this j 

view of the subject, we may perceive, at least, one good 
which slavery has done for Africa ; and the question may j 
with propriety be aisked, whether it has not done fox ; 
Africa triore good than harm. It is not for me to say i 

what might have been done for the welfare of Africa if 
the slave trade had not existed. ... But we have 
nothing to do with the ifs and a$uU of the case ; we have 
taken the broad ground that slavery has done Africa and the 
African race a good, a great good, and we believe that 
all must admit the facts I " (Rev. Joel Pabkeb, D. D., 
Annual Meeting. Am. Col. See. 1847.) 

• . . '^ It is true, in some sense, that every native- 
bom colored man may claim this as his country. So 
might the Israelites, while in captivity in Egypt, have 
claimed that as their country. But still, in the contem- 
plation of that all-wise Being who directed the progress 
of that remarkable people, Egypt was not their country. 
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It iras CanasD, the land of promise ; and thither they vero 
taken as to their home. Who can doubt that A&ica is 
the real home of the black man, though, by a cosu^ event, ' 
he tdayh!i.ve1)adhi& birth ontheeeshores? Here . .' . 
he cannot live on equality with those abont-him ; and it' 
does seem to me one of the disposals'of an all-wise Prov- 
idence to permit him to hare becubroaght here, with fin 
oltimate view to the further accomplishment by him of in- 
scrntable bot wise and merciful designs. The separation 
of the races is a measore recommended not only by the 
good of both, bat by the prospect that AfHca .. . -. 
may thus be brought to the light and blessings of Chris- 
tianity." (Hon. Hcm7 Clay, Annual Meeting, 184S.) 

The colonizationists, probably have had aoother Moses 

to tell them where the Canaan of the colored race is, and 

. how it is to be reached ; withont some new revelation 

on the matter, surely they would not speak with sooh 

certain^.' 

" And now, looking upon this snlyect in a rdigioaa Hgkti 
there are some tilings which our brethren of the north 
ought seriously to ponder. . . . The African here is 
a tupenor animal to the African on his native continent. 
. . . Bat it is the religiois blessings the AfHcan has 
eigoyed in this oountry -which are his greatest advantages. 
... In all oar missionary churches, there are fifty-six 
thousand converts. In the Methodist, Baptbt, and Pres- 
byterian churches of the south, there are two hundred and 
fifty-six thoosand professed AMcan believers in Jesns. If 
tiiese A&icans bad not come to this country, probably not 
one of them wo^ild have ever heard the gOBpol." fElev. 
Dr. Fuller, Annual Meeting, 1851.) 

" In the mean time, the black man had been trained' in 
tiio habits of civilized life— been made acquainted with 
tiie' Christian religion, and been gradually rising. , .' . 
For many years previotts, Christian men had been'aox- 
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iously pondering the problem of the conTcrsion of Africa 
to ChriHtiftoity. . . . The experiment was tried for 
more tlian tvo hundred years, and the result was an abso- 
lute failore ; and the bones of a noble army of martyrs 
bic&ched on the burning sands of tbnt benighted land. 
When the heart of Chriatcndom had again snnk dovn 
into apathy, and blacic despair seemed to settle over the 
prospect in that direction, then it was that the happy 
thought occurred to many Christian minds who had been 
long pondering the problem presented by the presence of 
the free colored people in this country, and also the no- 
happy condition of Africa, of taking these very persons, 
vihost presence toas not desired here, . . . and tending 
them back to the land of their fathers, bearing with them 
the ark of God and all the institutions of a Christiaa 
civilizaUon. 

"Here is one of those remarkable instances in which 
divine Providence acts far out of the sight of man. In 
allowing these persons to be kept here for two hundred 
years in contact with the institutions of a Christian civili- 
- zation, daily rising in the scale of intellectual and moral 
improvement, having become acquainted with the princi- 
ples, and in many instances imbued with the spirit, of the 
religion of Jesus Christ, God, as it has been beautifully 
and eloquently said, had been long elaborating in the 
depths of his own unfathomable counsel, just as ho elabo- 
rates the diamond in the mine, that gem of Christian civ- 
ilization which now blazes on the sable brow of Africa," 
(Bev. Philip Slanghter, of Va. Anaoal Meeting, 1852.) 

"Degradation has made slavea, not ^avery degradation. 
Bednoe tliis assembly to slavery, yoa would not degrade a 
person present. Pot slaves into good ChristJan fiuniliea 
from a state of degradation, and yon elevate them. For 
example: slaves in the older and more refined ports of 
-Virginia are very polite, well-mannered, and talk good 
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cornfield grammar. • • • But I make no itpology tot 
I; I fiilaYery* We should bless God. that he . can make the 

wrath of man to praise him« But to come back to this 
degradation. Think of snch as in their descent hatre been 
degraded as daves, — for a thousand year^-it may be,-^ 
brought out of this degradation into nominally, really 
Christian &milies, under Christian masters. They are to 
bo raised from degradation. They are your brOthren and 
fellow-men. Though sunken in degradation, they are to 
bo elevated to a high estate, to the very society of Christ 
and his saints in bis kingdom that is to come. Now, the 
best we can do for the elevation of this race is, to send 
them to AfricaT ^EV. Joel Pabkeb, D. D., at Utica, N. Y.) 
: Strange talk tiiis ; slavery has made nO degradation I 
These poor degraded beings are to be raised to the socio- 
I 'j I ty of saints in heaven. We fear such as are so anxious tp 

send the colored man to Liberia will be obliged to '' con- 
quer their prejudices '^ before such a heaven would be at 
iJl agreeable; they would want to form a colonization 
society, and have some Liberia in the abodes of the blessed 
JR>r the negro, that they might love him — ^ at a distance. 
^ ^ When he looked upon the colored man in this country, 
be said he felt ready to stretch out his hand to him with 
a^ degree of sympathy he felt for no other da^s. He ro- 
l^ded them as the civilized instruments for redeeming 
Africa from her bondage. . . . Ood in: his. wisdom 
had permitted a portion of this race to be taken away 
trom their own shores, and planted in tho lap of American 
civilization, and around the.altars of American Christiani- 
ty. Those here to-night are descendants of one of the 
vW<»ret races in the world, Bnd when brought to this coun- 
try were placed in a situation better: adapted) perhaps, 
than any other to fit them for their work ■. . • ^T^ 
Africans in this country are infinitely better off than any 
oflierportioiiof the African race, except tho. ookiniea the 
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Society baa plantecL God's design in introdiicing Afiriduas 
into this country ; • • • the great o'bject to 1>e effected 
by it, is the ciidlization and salvation of that portion of 
the race placed there, (in Africa.) • • • America had j ' 

done for the negroes what no other nation in the world ! 

hias done ; and he believed God designed to make this I; 

conntry a school for the African race. In twenty-fonr 
states of the Union he had visited th^ negro population ; j 

he had found no portion of them so happy, so industrioos, 1 

so pionSy as in the Southern States, and particularly in | 

Mi^issippi and Alabama, He had often lifted his hands In - j 
gratitude to Gk>d to find that, of all the men who had de^ \ i 

voted themselves to the welfare of the blacks, the best and f 

most self-sacrificing bad been among the masters of the 
south." (Bev. j. M. Pbasb, Col. Agents at. meeting in' 
church of Bev» Dr. Spring, New York, oh sailing of brig 
Zeno, for Liberia, witii thirty-seven emigrants* N. .T. OoL 
Journal, September, 1?5L) ' • ' * 

A great mistake, it would seem, has efver been commit^ 
ted by our missionary societies ; they should revive the 
slave trade, bring ja good number of Burmese, Hindooa, 
Sandwich Islanders, &c., to our country, plant them**' around 
the altars of American Christianity," and, in due time, 
colonize their descendants, prepared for a'great woricbf 
elevating and evangelizing their benighted OQuntrymeh. ^. 

At the entrance of the Gallinas Biver, on the African 
coast, some sixty miles.nortb of Monrovia, a Spanish slave 
dealer, of great wealth and influence, for 'many years car* 
ried on his traffic* The name of Pedbo Blanc^o was' wide- 
ly known, and it wad no uncommon thing for ten ibonsand 
slaves to pass through his bands yearly. .He was a finely^ 
educated man, of g^tiemanly manners, and inliis style of 
living mingled the stats of a Spanish'Don and the grandeur 
6f a native prince.. Near the mouth df the river, on an 
inland, was bis place of business, where captains of slavers 
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and oihers Visited hiifi ; along the shores were lookouts, 
at intervals raised on trees one hundred feet high, or on 
poles, where men could sit, sheltered from the sun and rain, 
and sweep the horizon with their powerful spyglasses to 
know at a distance the character of approaching vessels, 
and convey tidings. On an island more retired was ,his 
harem of native women, and his home and retreats for 
lounging, smoking, &c. On another island was a house 
for his sister, who spent some time with him; On as many 
more islands were some ten or twelve barracoons, capable 
of holding from one hundred to one thousand slaves each, 
where the chattels were kept under the care of experienced 
and careful overseers ; great numbers of large canoes were 
moored at hand, ready to transport one thousand slaves 
on board a ship in four hours, in case of need. He was 
said to be as kind to his slaves as possible under circum- 
stances. He justified himself in his business, by declaring 
^ that the condition of the natives is greatly improved by 
removal to Christian countries ; and that he was effecting 
more good than all the missionaries in Africa, int^much 
as they convert comparatively few, while he yearly senda 
thousands where the influence of Christian institutions 
could mould their character and affect their hearts.^ 
("New Republic,'' p. 192.) He would have been quite re- 
freshed by listening to the discourses of some piQus colo- 
nizationists on the providential aspects of slavery ; indeed, 
it would seem that he must have read some stray leaves 
of their productions. 

" We entirely agree with Commodore Stockton, in his 
recent letter (to Daniel Webster) on the subject of slavery 
and colonization. • • • Wei chink that slavery in 
America is but the herald qfchOization and liberty in Africa. 
The first mention of the sale of a human'beinjg is that of. 
Joseph to the Midianite merchantmen. He says himself 
of his' slavery, (Qen. 1. 20,) ' But God meant it unto good, 
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to save much people alive/ A great dispensation of Prov- f ; 

idence was wrought out of the bondage of Jos^h. So, 
also, it seems to us, the slavery of the African in the Unit* 
ed States is designed, by the inscrutable wisdom of Prov- 
idence, for the future benefit of Africa." (N. Y. Globe ; 
copied in pamphlet on Colonization and Mail Steamers.) 

*' It will then (when Liberia shall be great and prosper- 1 1 

ous) be seen, doubtless, that a wise Providence sufiered ' 

this, race to pass through a long season of oppression, in j 

ordbr that ultimately they might be elevated. They toere j 

under a curse for sin. The trial was a very sore one. . But 
the seeds were sown in their hearts, as American bondmen, 
which, when transplanted, spring up in great glory and 
fruitfulness." (Speech of Hon. R. W. Thompson, Annual 
Meeting, 1849.) 

Extenuating guilt by this wretched cant about the ways 
of Providence is basely wicked, ilecoptivo, dangerous. 
Granting that, to our imperfect vision, good may follow 
from evil, shall that diminish our deep sense of the guilt 
of the wrong doer, or check for a moment our ofibrt to 
destroy the wrong 7 Scarcely a deed of darkness can be 
found on the pages of history but that a providential view 
might be taken of its bearings, highly pleasing to the ty- 
rant or the villain who committed it. At the south are 
children born of slave mothers, in whose veins, from the - 
fathers' side, flows »the best blood of the Old Dominion. 
They inherit too the talents of those fathers ; but who dare 
point to their elevation in this respect, and speak of the 
passions which gave them birth, as dispensations of an all- 
wise Providence for the Qlevation of thoso in bonds, and 
thus extenuate the guilt of the slaveholder? Yet the 
abrogation of marriage, and the awful licentiousness con- 
sequent, is but a part of the slave system -^ the less in- 
cluded in the greater sin. 

These few extracts must su£Sce ; the same views and 
12 
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expressions quoted often occur when colonizationists dwell 
upon the religions aspect of their cause. They must bo 
peculiarly soothing to the slaveholder or his apologist : 
whoever would '^ remember those in bonds as bound with 
them,^ must be moved at their perusal by mingled feelings 
of pity and righteous indignation. But we are assured, 
(Thirty*sixth Annual Report,) " The aggriegate of what the 
Oolonization Society has done in all past time stamps upon 
it the character of the broadest benevolence,; > . ^ . 
capable of reversing the dark destinies of a continent, 'and 
stretching its results over allfiiture timO^ I 
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Among the priceless benefits Ihe Colonization Society 
has conferred upon the conntry in its career of '^noiseless j 

beneficence/' it may not be generally known that it has j 

hdped to save the Union; and its leading advocates haye 
demonstrated that a snccessfnl prosecntioii of its great ob- 
jects would make onr country safe beyond a peradventore. 

We record some of the facts bearing on this point, that ; 

full jostice be done to the Society in this important par- . f 
ticnlar. 

It is well known — for politicians and statesmen of 
great experience and ability, and the most selfHsacrificing | 

patriotiffli, have informed ns of the fSftct — that the Union, t 

in imminent danger from '' sectional difficcSCIes " and ^ high- 
er law doctrines,'' was barely saved by the passage of the \ 

Compromise Acts of 1850, and especially of that impor- 
tant enactment, the Fugitive Slave Law. Upon the per- 
petuity of that law, and the fidelity with which it is obeyed, 
it is said the very existence of the Union depends ; and it 
is well known, that for the past three years, whenever a 
certain class of politicians and clergymen talk of obedi- 
ence to the laws and the preservation of the Union, the 
terms are synonymous with maintaining the compromises 
of 1850, and standing ready to catch fugitive daves, in 
obedience to the law for such cases ^ made and provided." 
The meaning of these synonymes will be duly borne in 
mind as we place on record a few extracts from addresses 
of leading colonizationists, chosen spokesmen at the meet- 
ings of this Society. 

JLt the annual meeting in Washington, in the hall of 
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the House of Representatives, in January, 1849, eminent 
men, foreseeing the awful danger, raised a voice of fiftith- 
ful warning. 

"How shall we get clear of the influences which almost 
daily agitate this haU^ and cause excitement and agitation 
which almost threaten the dissolution of this glorious 
Union? This Union — I speak, I am sure, the sentiments 
of every heart hwire — this Union must not be dissolved. 
... Is there no common ground on which we can 
meet and harmoniously stand ? There is I This Society 
is that blessed spot. • . . I see enrolled in its past 
and present advocacy a long list of worthies from the 
north, the south, the east, the west. . • • And here 
with safety and success may meet and mingle all religious 
denominations, all patriots and philanthropists, all judges 
and legislators, and pour in this wide channel the swell- 
ing stream of their patriotism and benevolence I Is not 
this common ground? On it let us gather; and the 
world shall acknowledge the deed 1 ^ (Address of Hon. 
R. W. Thompson, of Ind.) 

On the same occasion, Hon. B. J. Walker, of Miss., 
Secretalry of the Treasury, introduced a resolve commend- 
ing the Society, among other reasons, especially as furnish* 
ing ground on which all could unite, " and at the same 
time accomplish the glorious purpose of preserving the 
harmony and perpetuating the Union of the States.^ 

The Hon. B. M. McLane, of Maryland, also said, " Ev^ 
ery man of whatever color owes this Union a responsibility 
great beyond whatever he has conceiyed of 1 By uphold- 
ing and aiding the Society in its great and benevolent 
work, he may exert an influence for the perpetuity of the 
XJjdon not possible in any other wijfJ^ . 

The work of the Society is to send the free negroes to ^ 
Afirica, and we caii see no so effectual way in which^the 
f >> colored man can serto it as to ^iAim/or^Am^ and thua 
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^scharge his great responsibility. It is erident at once 
that, if aid to colonization assists more than is ''possible 
in any other way" to the perpetuity of the Union, the 
presence of the free colored people endangers it They 
should feel this, go to Liberia en fnasttf and when there, 
repeat proudly to each other those lines the famed come- 
dian Garrick proposed as the commencement of an address 
for the opening of a theatre at Botany Bay : — 

** Tvof patriots wo; for, bo It nndorstood, 
IT* 2(/t our ooMNlry ybr our 00ioilry*«^oo4L** 

The Society's Annual Report of January, 1851, compris- 
ing that year in which the Union was saved in so remark- 
able a manner, says, *' The permanency and glory of our 
Union, intimately blended with the success of our cause, 
appeals to our statesmen , • • to advocate every meas- 
ure calculated to secure so desirable a result'' 

Rev. Db. Fulleb, in his address at the same time, said, 
** People may differ about the language of the Bible as to 
slavery, but no one can doubt the language of the Bible 
as to obedience to the laws." 

He proposed that Congress should purchase the doves, and 
transport them to Africa, and continues : — 

" Sir, such a scheme and our country is safe. Not '' esto 
perpetua," it may be perpetual ; but " erit perpetua," it shall 
be perpetual, would be written upon that column which is 
rearing itself on yonder common.* (Applause.) But if 
something effectusJ be not done, vainly do we cry peacCi 
peace, when there is no peace • • • in daily contaci 
with northern and southern feeling. I utter my most sol* 
emn conviction to-night — may God avert the prophecy— » 
that the elements of mischiei^ the ignes supposUi, the con- || 
coaled fires of a volcano, are gathering under our feet If j 
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I , something cannot be done, nothing will save this country 
firom the agitation of this slavery question and from evil 
conflict Yonr venerable head, Mr. President, (H. Clay,) 
— for your days, I fear, are almost numbered, and the place 
which you fill you will soon see no more ; may God pre- 
pare for you a better place in heaven, — your venerable 
head will be resting in the tomb, and the shouts and dis- 
cord of a fratricidal war will not disturb your sleep. But 
some of us may be young enough to see that dismal day. 
Unless something be done, I utter my solemn conviction, 
when I say that yonder column will rear itself to the skies 
only to ^ave written upon it the epitaph of this Union ; or 
rather it had better be not completed at all ; it had better 
iij i be left like those unfinished pillars we see in our church- 
yards, which tell of a life broken off suddenly in its midst; 
its hopes, its promises, its pride, its prospects all blasted at 
a single stroke.'' 

Dr. Fuller is a large slaveholder, and, strange as it may 
seem after this burst of mournful eloquence, we cannot 
learn that he has as yet either sent his slaves to Africa, or 
offered them to the Colonization Society for voluntary 
transportation I Surely he should do what is in his power 
to remove some small portion of this element of danger, 
that others might do likewise. 

At the same time, Hon. F. P. Stanton, of Tenn., advo- 
cated the removal of the free blacks, not only because they 
aided slaves to escape, but because they herded together 
to *^ rescue the fugitive slave by open violence, trampling 
alike upon the rights of the owner and the laws and 
constitution of the land.'' His remarks are quoted In 
another chapter, and it is needless to repeat them. 

At the annual meeting in 1852, Bev^ Phiup Slaughter, 
of Ya., said : -^ 

^Need I suggest what is the cause which has come more 
nearly thaa any other to oterwhdm this proud fkbrio of 
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free gOTemmenty to which tens of thousaods of refiigees 
from the wom-ont goyemments of Europe are flocking er^ 
ery day as doTCs to their windows? - It is this yery qnes* 
tion of the bkck race. • • • Is it not clear that^ if this 
Society proceeds, • • • it will abstract • • • some 
of the causes of this political agitation, in entire harmony 
with the rights of indiyiduals, of property, of the states, 
and all our obligations to the Union and to God ? • • • 
Is there an American citizen who will not do all that in 
him lies, in the proyidence of God, to hand down to his 
posterity this noble structore, under whose shadow soch 
mnltitndes of the oppressed Jrcm every nation in the earth 
are now taking shelter ? '' 

How coolly Mr. Slaughter talks of the rights of indiyid- 
uals, and of the ** oppressed from eyery land,'' while seek* 
ing to driye the colored man to Africa I 

About the commencement of 1851, the Presbyterian 
Synod of Pittsburg, Pa., (0. S.,) in reply to a memorial 
on the subject, passed resolyes concerning the Fugitiye 
Slave Law, declaring it ^ inexpedient " to giye any opinion, 
and '' leaving every man to act in his capacity as a citizen, 
in conformity with his obligations as a citizen and Chris- 
tian," and earnestly recommending their churches and peo- 
ple to pray for their rulers and those in authority. The 
editor of the JV*. F. Colamzation Journal ''r^oices at the 
calmness. and patriotism of the action taken," and says, 
*^ We were prepared to expect patriotism and conservatism 
in opposition to the toild excesses of churdies and individ- 
uals of another sort." 

In the same number (Feb., 1851) we find a notice of a 
Union meeting held in New Haven, at which Rev. Db. 
Tatlob, of Yale College, spoke as follows : — 

'' Have I not shown you that it is lawful to deliver up, 
in compliance with their laws, fugitive slaves, for the 
great, the high, the momentous interests of these states ? 
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And if it -was lavftil to do it, is it not in accordftace -with 
Oa coDBtitntion to make a lav [nronding for that result? 
1b there any law of God against this? . . . I do tujt 
» vnJtrttand it." This the editor calls "sound dootrioe," 
and says the address "cannot fitil to. be prodnotiTe of ' 
good." 

At the annual meeting of tlie N. Y. Colonization Socio- 
% in Hay, 1851, Iter. Dr. Tyng said,— 

"la tida Society there are no disorganizers to shatter 
the &ir vessel of public order, and dash to pieces the 
crystal vase of domestic peace. . . . His father 
taught him a higher lav ; but there was nothing more ex- 
plicitly eiyoined by that higher lav than submission to the: 
lawB of our country. ... He regarded the FagitiTO 
Slave Lav "as indispensable to the existence of slavery. 
He hated Uie lav, yet was bound to obey it, and to incul- 
cate obedioDce to it, while on the statute book, as a lav 
bbdbg on the individual conscience and the nation." 

At the opening of the meeting of the same Society, in. 
Uay, 1852, Bev. Gardner Spring, D. D., vice president,, 
praised it as consulting " the peace and harmony of those 
dissensions and agitations vhioh have taken place in our. 
land." 

Thns ve see, in part, hov the Union has been saved by. 
eolonixatioa ioflueneeB— hov those vho Uad in the Socio*. 
iy have given aid in tiiis patriotic vork— ly wordt. 



IHB AlOBIOAH OOLOHIZAXIOK SOOHXTr 187' 



PLANS CRUEL AND IMPRACTICABLE. — IN- y- 

PLUENCE ON FREE PEOPLE OP COLOR li 

EVIL; ON VIEWS OP DUTY DEOBPTIVB. j! 



Can it be expected, is.it in the nature of t}nng& possibkf 
that the Colonization Society will carry on useful and hon* 
orable plans, or exert any but a deceptive and evil injluenct^ 
in regard to the great questions which come within the 
sphere of its influence 7 

Such is its compromising spirit, such its. past course, so 
complete its alliance with a blinding and perverting prqu* 
dice, so intimate its fellowship with those who are daily 
upholding a system full of treachery and deceit as weU 
as cruelty, and eo readily has it ever yielded to their rule, 
that we are prepared to find its plans dishonest and cruel 
as well as impracticable, its influence on the free colored 
people such, that it has been, is, and will be, an insidious 
and deadly foe to their prosperity and elevation, its effects 
upon slavery, and the popular estimate thereof, evil and 
deceptive. It would be surprising to find U othenjoise. It 
would be like looking for the evil tree to bear good fruit \ 

Let us look more at length at its scheme for colonizing [ 

the people of color, its influence on the free colored people 
in our country, and its influence on the popular idea of 
slavery, slaveholding, and our duty and relation thereto^ 
Our view shall be mainly as this country is concerned ; 
though what will deceive and iqjure one country will do 
little to bless another. In the next chapter we will look . 
toward Liberia and Africa. . j 

The colonization plan is to transport— p^o/b^ectfy with | 
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their own consent, reaSy vtth or agaioBt it, as the case may 
be — the free colored people of this coantr}' to Liberia. 
Its coQstitntioii says, " Its atteutiou is to bo exciusivdy di- 
rected to promote and execute a plan for colonizing (with 
their consent) the &ee people of color residing in oar 
country in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall 
deem most expedient." 

Congress baa had little to do in the matter as yet, and 
Liberia is now the place proposed as the future home of 
the colored American ; a pleasant country, it is said, at a 
" safe distance " fi-om us. The south, as wo have seen, are 
enlisted by appealing to their fears from the presence of 
these " incentives to discontent " among their slaves ; the 
north by strange pictures of danger, growing out of the 
existence of these " miserable beings " there ; the west by 
framings l<^t they be overrun by a hated and vicious peo- 
ple, driven from other sections of the country, aud seeking 
a last shelter in their beautiful valley. Strange motives 
these! Not the highest ornoblest ; but they oTiswerwdl, and 
are tfierefore used. But to the benevolent, smooth words 
ore uttered of the colored man's capacity to rise in .Africa; 
and they are told mournfully of the sad fact, that here he 
can be only an outcast, toward whom even " religion it- 
self" most be an Ishmoel, raising its holy hand against 
him ; and that kindness dictates bo should be assisted to a 
better comitry. This lauguage answers well ; there/ore it it 
Kstd, Gifted imaginations call splendid visions into exist- 
ence to entertain such easy philanthropists. The Thirty., 
fourth Annual Report says, — 

"He (the colored man) is awake. He has found the 
place of his rest, the spot where he can erect an altar to 
his Qod unmolested and unafraid. An unseen hand if 
felt strongly leading him hither. Thousands have made 
it their home already. Larger thoosands will soon follow. 
It is HiQ land of the sua, the region of tropical bloom and 
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If t&ej vidk to detrnte fl uejmelm adxridallT, oria de- 
Tate iSbar ncewiSk & power aad gnadaa 
Liberia is Oa place fe iboa. . . • Oosis 
aeaa saj aov be arocad &eir Tiews; bet Ae 
eoam; wben their beartB ^an be c aeiglieil , aad btti^^ht^ 
as it vere, in eontaet vith tbe great beart of LCwria^ aad 
feel iti q[Biek and fife^giring pahatiiwM Tben vill Hej 
up and bie themaelTes avar." 

Of covnef tbis traneportation acbeme is deesoed pneli- 
eable, althoogb tbe time set for its aeoompfidme&i Taxiea 
rtrjwHtij. When slaTebolders are addressed,* a ee&tnj 
is nothing," if the distant work of sending the slaTe awwf 
I be talked of ; then we hear from some other qnarter of n 
^rapid work.'' The Thirtj^Beoond Beport qieaks as 
follows, in confident terms : " In what bold rdief now 
stand out the practical wisdom of oor enterprise, the fiup- 
reaching sagacitj and benerolence of its foimders I Now \ 

it is that hostility to African colonization is seen to be j 

hostility to the colored race." | 

There are over mx hundred thousand free colored per- t 

sons now in this country ; theirannual increase at only two ^ 

; per cent is over twelve thousand. At forty dollars each 



for transportation and needed aid, it would cost four hun- 
dred and eighty thousand yearly, not to abate the ** nui- 
sance," but simply to check it. But suppose the work to 
bo prosecuted more vigoroudy, and six immense steamers, 
of four thousand tons burden each, be built, costing in all 
fiye million four hundred thousand dollars, (estimate for 
^ Ebony Line,") and making in all twenty-four trips yearly, 
with two thousand passengers each ; and in fifteen years, at 
an estimate of only thirty dollars each, the work would 
be done, at an expense, of over twenty-two million dollars^ 
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I 1 1 ; their own consenty really with or against it,a8 the case may 

I ; be — the free colored people of this country to Liberia. 

1 1 Its constitation says, ** Its attention is to be exduswdy di- 
rected to promote and execute a plan for colonizing (with 

. I I ; {heir consent) the free people of color residing in our 

1 j I ;; country in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall 
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deem most expedient 

Congress has had little to do in the matter as yet, and 
Liberia is now the place proposed as the future home of 
{he colored American ; a pleasant country, it is said, at a 
^ safe distance ^ from us. The south, as we have seen, are 
enlisted by appealing to their fears from the presence of 
these ** incentives to discontent ^ among their slaves ; the 
north by strange pictures of danger, growing out of the 
existence of these '' miserable beings" there ; the west by 
warnings l^t they be overrun by a hated and vicious peo- 
ple, driven from other sections of the country, and seeking 
a last shelter in their beautiful valley. Strange motives 
{hesel Not the highest or noblest ; but they anstoer well, and 
\ are therefore used. But to the benevolent, smooth words 
are uttered of the colored man's capacity to rise in Africa; 
and they are told mournfully of the sad fSstct, that here he 
can be only an outcast, toward whom even ^ religion it- 

^1 self '^ must be an Ishmael, raising its holy hand against 
him ; and that kindness dictates he should be assisted to a 
better country. This language answers well ; therefore it is 
used. Gifted imaginations call splendid visions into exist- 

{ 1 ence to entertain such easy philanthropists. The Thirty^ 

'^l fourth Annual Beport says, — 

• "He (the colored man) is awake. He has found the 
place of his rest, the spot where he can erect an altar to 
his Ctod unmolested and unafraid* An unseen hand is 
felt strongly leading him hither. ' Thousands have made 
it their home already. Larger tiiousands will soon follow. 
It is the land of the Baa, the r^on of tropical bloom and 
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ff &7 wiik to defmte OeBoehv iaffiridnllj, or to de- 
fite Aeir ne6 w^ & power lad pudesr 
Liberia k Oe plae6 fe AeiL • . • donds 
MM mmj BOW be anNmd Adr Tiews; bet Ae 
etMUBg vbca Aeir beartB ahaU be e aeigiieil , mad bro^^ili 
as it were, im eontoet WI& the great beut of Liberia»aBd 
fiMl its q^ and Sfi^gmag pdaatioM. TkBwilltbey 
up aad Ide Aeandres mvaj.'' 

Of eovae, Hus tnuoiqportmtion acbeme is deeaned pnteti- 
eaUe, altboogh Ae time set for its aooomidishiiieat Tsries 
Toywiddy. WbensIaTeholders are addressed, "mceoturj 
is notfamg,'' if the distant work of sending the slaye mvay 
be talked of; Aeniwe hear from some other quarter of a 
*ra|nd work/* The Thirty-second Report q>eaks as 
follows, in confident terms : ** In what bold rditf now 
stand oat the practical wisdom of oor enterprise, the fiuS 
reaching sagacitjr and baieyolence of its founders I Now 
it is that hostility to African colonization is seen to be 
hostilily to the colored race.'' 

There are over six hundred thousand firee colored per- 
sons npwin this country ; their annual increase at only two 
per cent, is over twelve thousand. At forty dollars each 
for transportation and needed aid, it would cost four hun- 
dred and eighty thousand yearly, not to abate the ** nui- 
sance," but simply to check it. But suppose the work to 
be prosecuted more vigoroudy, and six immense steamers, 
of four thousand tons burden each, be built, costing in all 
five million four hundred thousand dollars, (estimate for 
^ Ebony Line,'') and making in all twenty-four trips yearly, 
with two thousand passengers each ; and in fifteen years, at > 
an estimate of ovij thirty dollars each, the work would 
be done, at an expense; of over twenty^two million dollars 
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their own consenty reaOy with or against it, as the case may 
be — the free colored people of this country to Liberia. 
Its constitation says, ** Its attention is to be exduswdy di- 
rected to promote and execute a plan for colonizing (with 
{heir consent) the free people of color residing in our 
li country in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall 

if i; deem most expedient 
i f I Congress has had litUe to do in the matter as yet, and 

If ;| I \ Liberia is now the place proposed as the future home of 

{he colored American ; a pleasant country, it is said, at a 
^ safe dbtance ^ firom us. The south, as we have seen, are 
enlisted by appealing to their fears from the presence of 
these ^ incentiyes to discontent'' among their slaves ; the 
m north by strange pictures of danger, growing out of the 

};| existence of these ^ miserable beings" there ; the west by 
warnings l^t they be overrun by a hated and vicious peo- 
ple, driven from other sections of the country, and seeking 
a last shelter in their beautiful valley. Sixange motives 
,. these I Not the highest or noblest ; bid they anstoer well, and 

I are therefore used. But to the benevolent, smooth words 

are uttered of the colored man's capacity to rise in Africa; 
and they are told mournfully of the sad fSstct, that here he 
can be only an outcast, toward whom even " religion it- 
self" must be an Ishmael, raising its holy hand against 
him ; and that kindness dictates he should be assisted to a 
better country. This language answers well ; therefore it is 
used. Gifted imaginations call splendid visions into exist- 
ence to entertain such easy phUanthrppists. The Thirty^. 
n i; fburth Annual Beport says, — 

: ''He (the colored man) is awake. He has found the 
place of his rest, the spot where he can erect an altar to 
his Ctod unmolested and unafraid* An unseen hand is 
felt strongly leading him hither. Thousands have made 
it their home already. Larger fliousands will soon follow. 
It is the land of the sun, the r^on of tropical bloom and 
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wing of the Death-angel in OTerj mist that crept up firom jf 

the water's edge at evening twilight ; there are no colored ji 

phyBicians in nmnbers sofficient Shall there be none ^i. 

8kUled to allay the boming rage of this disease, to stand 
by the bedside of these sable sufferers, and pat the cooling 
draught to their lips? 

The trhite man dies in that climate so pq3tilential to 
him — bat the negro thrives, so we are told. Now, it hap- 
pens that the nugority of oar free colored population are ' j^ 
of mixed blood, many nearer white than black ; some ^ cot 
ored,'' it is trae, bat their color more the mingling haes of 
the lily and the rose than that of the migority of Anglo- 
Americans. If that climiate be so deadly to the white 
man, place in Liberia, in each of fifteen saccessive seasons, 
nearly fifty thoasand who never before breathed the air of ii 

the tropics, — half, or more of whom are partially of An- | 

glo-American or other Earopean descent, many of whom |j 

have far more of white than colored blood in their veins, !j 

—-and how fever, pestilence, and death mast rage and revel 
among those new victims I Granting it practicable to 
send yearly a few hnndred or a thousand or two to Libe* 
ria, and famish the means of shelter, of education, of med- 
ical care, and the comforts which mere ordinary humanity 
demands ; it becomes impracticable and cruel to send the 
multitudes there which must go to carry out even the jj, 

scheme of transportation of the present free colored S| 

population. !| 

The president of the Society, J. H. B. Latrobe, Esq., has 
illustrated these views ably in referring to the past ; his 
illustrations will apply still more forcibly to the present 
and future. In an address before the New York Coloni- 
zation Society, in May, 1852, he says, thati, although not of 
course by any good intent on the part of the abolitionists, 
yet, in reality, Colonization is indebted to Abolition in dif- 
ferent and important particulars : one of these. has to do 
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wiih our subject. Aitter stating that some twenty jetnts 
Q since there were a great many applicants f6r passage to 
Liberia^ and the colony was standing fairly with the col- 
ored people, (not true, by the way ; they never, with few 
exceptions, cared for, or confided in it,) he proceeds,— 

^This was a critical time for Colonization. Hai the 
supply of emigrants continued, they would have been 
shipped, and great mischief would have been done. The 
colonies were not yet ready for the numbers that would^ 
have gone forward. ... They had not yet served a 
long enough apprenticeship to qualify their people to act 
as their own riders. . . . They were, in fact, in the 
transition state. To have crowded them at that time with 
such emigrants as would have been procured — compara* 
tively ignorant and inexperienced — might have postponed 
for a long time their independence, if not perilled the 
whole scheme. And yet the impatience of Colonization 
would have permitted the crowd to sail. But, thanks to 
Abolition, the supply of emigrants was suddenly cut off, 
and the gristle of the colonies bad time given it to harden 
into the bones and sinews of manhood. The agents of 
Abolition filled the mind of the ignorant of the colored 
people, and they were the mass, with a dread of Africa. 
. . • This is the first of our obligations to Abdlition." 

Now, if we should crowd fifteen, thirty, or fifty thou- 
sand persons — inexperienced, many of them ignorant — 
into Liberia, yearly, '' the bone and sinew of manhood '' 
nught vanish ; want of education, lack of shelter, diseiase, 
and other depressing influences would tend to create not 
only suffering but depravity, and the little band of colo- 
. nists now there would be powerless amiddt such numbers 
and against such embarrassments. 

But another question arises. Would the colored peo- 

. pie consent to go ? The JVeto Ywk Colonization Journal of 

February, 1852, says, ** They have, for many years past. 
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species of oppression calculated to make their situation 
here insupportable I Many of those already sent went 
.with their avowed consent, but under the influence of a 
more decided compulsion than any this bill holds out I 
will not express in its fullest extent the idea I entertain 
of what has been done, or what enormities vnll be perpetrat' 
ed to induce this class of persons to leave the state/' 

These, or kindred ''enormities,'' must extend over the 
whole land — persecution, abuse, barbarity, at which the 
mind revolts, to "induce" the consent of these people to 
go to. Liberia. Good colonizationists, who wiU begin in 
this noble work ? You must spurn the negro like a dog, 
as the bigot of old did the Jew ; spit upon him as the 
Turk did upon thQ Christian ; join the vilest negro haters, 
the very Legrees of the south, and let your works be like 
theirs, but far more abundant. 

iBut you may say, We do not wish to expd the negro. If 
so, repudiate M once and forever the American Coloniza- 
tion Society ; for U doeSf as we have shown, and has long 
Ago tran^led its ponsUtulJon wder foot to ^accomplish its 
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almost unanimously refused to emigrate ^ in that state \ in 
other sections a similar feeling exists : from its commence- 
ment the great mass of colored people have seen the rea^ 
spirit of this movement, and looked upon it with disgust 
What, then, is to be done ? Their consent may be extorted 
by long years of abuse, such as we have seen the society ji '• 

aid in preparing for them. Of this course and its conse- 
quences we can best gain some little idea by quoting the 
language of Mb. Buodnax in the Virginia House of Dele- 
gates, in 1832, in a debate on compelling the colored peo- * 
pie to emigrate. He was in favor of a compulsory law 
and to those opposed to it, but willing to so oppress the 
colored man as to compel his consent without any express 
provision to that effect, he said, — / 
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'' But whai sort of a consent ? — a consent extorted by a i[ 
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wicked purpose: repudiate its auxiliaries, for the;jr are 
only members of the same corrupt body ; and althougli the 
use of some may be less vile than of others, they all min- 
ister to its growth and power. 

But at last, if all other resorts fail, it must come to 
open force, the chain gang, and the lash — emigrants must 
be driyen aboard ship at the bayonet's point. At the 
south, where, as we know, they at times resort to some lit- 
tle severities, (made necessary, of course, by their peculiar 
situation,) it would appear that coercion has been used as 
a persuasive argument toward ''voluntary'' emigration. 
How often this has been done we know not, — for southern 
colonizationists are not especially communicative on this 
point, — but two instances have come to our knowledge. 
Mr. Brodnax, in the address just quoted from, speaks of 
free negroes being visited at night, " dragged from bed 
and fSeunily," and " the gentle admonition of a severe fla- 
gellation to induce them to go away " being given, and the 
operation repeated until the desired effect was produced ; 
says, " that all the large cargo of emigrants recently 
transported from Southampton county to Liberia, all of 
whom professed to be willing to go, were rendered so by 
some such ministrations." 

The Bottan CommcmoeaUh of July 17th, 1851, after men- 
tioning that the Bev. J. M. Pease, a colonization agent, 
was at the Revere House in that city, says, " We are told 
that upwards of one hundred colored people left Savan- 
nah, Ga., a few weeks since, in the bark Baltimore, un- 
der charge of the American Colonization Society, and 
that some sixty, who had arrived in town the day pre- 
vious from up country, were marched in pairs from the 
jail (the same in which the fugitive slave Thomas Sims 
was confined when taken back from Boston to the south) 
to the ship." 

The Muth -are ever in the itMLvance ; but as colonization 
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floariflbefl, Bhall ve . see the Boston court house again in 
chains, and good New England colonizationists g^oarding 
its doors, and marching at midnight down to the wharf 
with fixed bayonets and closed files aroond a gang of 
emigrants abont to embark for Liberia? The Union 
servers of New York may scour the country round about, 
and drive in a herd, fresh caught among the hills, to fiU 
out the cargo ; the democracy of the west may forwajn^ 
to the seaboard, in charge of trusty armed guards, coffles 
of colored people, all rejoicing in being bound for that 
happy land, far away, whither they gf> so freely and 
cheerily I 

Is it not evident that this project of tn^nsporting even 
the free colored people is impracticable, without the most I 

revolting cruelty and the most fatal and disastrous re- j' 
suits? The flimsy pretence of 'Vvoluntaiy consent '^ is j 
well exposed as fSalse by the simple fSact, that of the eight 
thousand five hundred persons sent to Liberia by the so- 
ciety, up to the present year, four thousand and ninety- 
three are slaves ''emancipated in view pf emigrating," 
and of course their consent was never flsked; it was only 
slavery or expatriation ; and one thousand aiid forty-four 
were Africans, recaptured from slave ships by government jj 
cruisers. So that only the minority bf three thousand [1 
three hundred and sixty-five ever had any kind of free I 
choice ; and when wo remember that nearly half of that I 
number were from Virginia, and call . to mind Mr. Brod- 
nax's description of the kind of , consent given there, 
we may judge ^ of the boldness of assertion which leads 
colonizationists to talk of wanting only free voluntary 
consent. 

But the Colonization Society claims to be a remedy for 
slavery by sending to Liberia the slaves when emancipated 
fbr that purpose. This is still more preposterous ; keep 
twelve steamers, making their forty-eight trips yearly, and 
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each transporting their two thousand emigrants, and, at 
an annual cost of three millions of dollars, wo should 
hardly more than stop the increase. Keep a fleet of 
thirty-six steamers, costing thirty-two millions four hun* 
dred thousand dollars, constantly ploughing the ocean 
firom our shores to Liberia, and at an annual outlay of 
nine millions of dollars, in some twenty years, at the cost 
of two hundred millions of dollars, most of the millions 
now in bondage might be left on the coast of that distant 
continent in a state of destitution of the means of educa- 
tion, of livelihood, of medical attendance, and of all the 
common comforts of life terrible to think of. When we 
remember, too, that, by the operation of the wholesale and 
unbridled licentiousness inherent in this horrible slave sys- 
tem, a million, at a low estimate, of the slaves have a 
mingling of white blood in their veins, and a large num- 
ber Approach nearly to our own race in color ; if we but 
reflect on the deadly influence of that climate on that 
large portion of these unhappy people, the mind turns 
with horror firom 4he thought of myriads smitten by 
disease, and their unburied bodies filling the air with the 
pestilence which shall lay other myriads beside them. 
Never was such a scheme of barbarity proposed by man ; 
nothing but the influence of slavery and prejudice could, 
for a moment, lead even pirates and assassins, much less 
men of Christian professions and decent reputation, to look 
upon it with favor. 

Golonizationists, indeed, are beginning to acknowledge 
its incompetency, but — resolved still to accomplish their 
evil object in some way, and to delude the people longer, 
if possible — are SHAPiNa new devices to that end. 
Let us see them, and be warned in season. 

At the annual meeting in Washington, in 1851, J. H. B. 
Latbobe, addressing the leaders in thia movement and a 
laige audiencOi said| — - 
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^ Colonization is as utterly incompetent to transport the |; 
irhole colored population of the United States to Africa, | 
as it would be impossible to ladle out one of our northern 
lakes with a kitchen utensil. All that Congress can give 
will be insufficient for the purpose ; all that the states can 
give will be insufficient ; all that individuals can give will 
be insufficient • • • To what, then, is colonization 
competent ? It is competent to the building up of colonies 
on the coast of Africa, offering the same attraction to the 
colored man in this country that this country offers to the 
European ; • • • when that shall be the result of our 
labors, we shall see an emigration from America to Africa 
like that we now see from Europe to America. (Applause,) 
That will be the result of colonization, its fruition. It has 
done wonders already. • • . The entire annual in* 
crease of the colored population is less than fiffy-fiye 
thousand. What is the immigration firom Europe ? There 
will cross the Atlantic this year a half million. What • 
brings them to our. shores? Colonization societies o^ 
-means from their home governments 7 Not at all. They 
come to better their condition. . • • They come from 
a class inferior in point qfmeanSf inferior in pobU qfopportur 
nUies, to the doss which is to kave our shores* Where the 
white man has one motive to lead him to leave Europe to 
•come to this country, the black man has ten motives to 
leave this country. Is this lesson now making itself felt 
by this race ? Ay, truly it is. . .' • What becomes 
of the black man? He is being driven gradually to the 
wall, and this pressure is increasing ; and if it had not 
been for colonization, which provided for some of them a 
home in Africa, which now invites them, the alternative 
would soon be presented to us ot extirpation or emigrations^ 

This view is taken by some other colonizationists of note ; 
and it will be remembered how Mr. Latrobe, in other 
speeches we have quoted, speaks of the black man being 
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obliged to flee ''as from the wrath to come/Vas the for- 
eigner presses upon him along with the native American ; 
1 1{ Jbow Mr. Christy, in appealing to the legislators and peo- 
i j pie of Ohio, talks in a similar strain, to create a hatred of 
i ! ihe colored man in the foreigners who come to our shores 
[! imtainted by our American prejudice. This argument of 
^ : Kr. Latrobe's, this new device to deceive and mislead and 
[;: Jceep up the colonization scheme, to what does it amonnt? 
fiimply to this ; we cannot transport this hated race, bat 
let ns go on and build up our Liberian colony, and add 
others to it, if possible.; continue to make it appear that 
xeal kindness to the colored man would lead us to urge 
him thither ; keep up as heretofore our religious and phil- 
anthropic aspect ; get up some commercial' intercourse 
i I \ with the African coast to make the voyage familiar ; in- 
trite the foreign emigrant to our shores; outrage and 
oppress the colored man, and he will be compelled in due 
:time to flee from our oppression, as these foreigners are 
'fleeing from the oppression of the old world. 

Mr. Latrobe, doubtless, would talk indignantly in regard 
to the wrongs of Ireland, and tell the liber ty4oving (Ger- 
man that we had no petty princes here, swarming like 
locusts all over fhe land to devour the best of every good 
:ihing. Yet he says, where these men have one motive 
^.to leave Europe, {he colored man. has ten to leave America. 
Our oppression toward the colored man, then, is ten times 
jworse than that of Europe's kings and aristocracies toward 
If i- her poor. Terily are we a nation of tyrants by this colo- 
(/ i. .nization argument But still we are not cruel and oppres- 
sive enough yet to answer the purpose; the colored man 
miut leave the country, that is settled ; he is not ready to 
ii 1 t9 7®^ I ^® stays, he thrives, he increases, even beneath all 
E I the abuse heaped upon him. The colonies must be kept 
I fl up in Africa as centres of attraction and means of decep- 
f iji . t^f and he must be dH worse oppreaed. We must be so 
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mncli more cruel than heretofore as to be like the tsraet f i. 

itish king, of whom it was said, "his little 'finger was f; 

thicker than his father's loins ; '' then, if we steel our hearts 
and keep strong in the evil purpose, we shall at last 
accomplish it, and stand before the world unparalleled iii 
iron-hearted cruelty. |', 

This is, perhaps, the latest aspect of the "benevolent 
scheme of colonization I " Who can doubt that it "con- 
templates a recompense of justice and humanity to Africa 
and her iigurcd children 7 ^ (N. Y. Ann. Bep. 1849.) 

The slaveholding leaders of the society have been care- 
ful to hold their own chattels secure. Its first presidenti 
as we have seen, sold more than fifty slaves to go to the 
rice swamps and sugar fields of the far south. Its second 
president, Mb. Gabboll, held through life, and left at his 
death, one tfunuand daves. Mb. Madibok, another presi- 
•dent, said, — 

"Many circumstances at the present moment seem to 
concur in brightening the prospects of the society, and 
cherishing the hope that the time will come when the 
dreadful calamity^ which has so long afflicted our country, 
and filled so many with despair, will be gradually removed, 
by means consistent with justice, peace, and general satis- 
faction ; thus giving to our country the full enjoyment of 
the blessings of liberty, and to the world the full benefit 
of a greai exampkJ^ (Letter to Mr. Gurley. Af. Bep. 
xii. 89.) 

The "example" Mr. Madison gave was that of sending 
no slaves to Liberia, and leaving a hundred to his heirs. 

Mr. Clay, at an early date, declared it would be doing 
slaves an injury to free them with liberty to remain here ; 
in a late speech, was willing to leave slavery to be. abol- 
ished by "natural causes'' in a century or more, and 
thought this preferable even to laws for gradual emanci- 
pation ; at his death left his slaves ta be separated, a part 
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placed in each of two states, and kept in bondage twenty- 
j! five yearSf and at the expiration of that time those stUl 

1 1 living to go to Liberia. And how are the feelings of the 

\'\ slaye owners to be changed? Golonizationists leave 

|:| ''hearts and prejudices as they are;'' make no effort to 

;;• ronse the slave owner to a sense of the guilt and blighting 

I inflaences of the system ; only talk now and then in a i 

I : strain of mournful sentimentality about it, and then turn ^ 

i to apologize, and tell of his " sacred right " of property 

in man I 

Let colonization have its peribct work, and distant in- 
deed will be the day of the slave's deliverance. During 
the thirty-six years of the society's existence, only four 
thousand and ninety-three slaves emancipated to go to 
Liberia ; not a month's increase of the millions in bond- 

Suppose all the firee colored people gone, — slaves, of ^ [J 
I csonrse, more secure and valuable as we are told, — sup- 

pose a few slaves taken up here and there and sent to 
Liberia, — the right of property still ''inviolable," no 
" hearts and prejudices " changed. What is the result ? 
Slaves grow more valuable, more in demand ; more labor, 
less human machines to perform it. Thus the scheme de- 
ll feats itself. 

Colonization advocates talk much of the good of Africa, 
.the abolition of the slave trade ; this answers well to keep 
up the benevolent appearance so needed for success, but is 
no fwrtoi the jrofeised original object of the society ; and 
this talk about blessing Airica and abolishing the foreign 
dave trade, from those who are holding slaves and keep- j ! 
I : ; ing up the domestic slave trade, is simply absurd, as well as 

^ deceptive ; yet many a northern man mak^ himself a mere \ 

i; echo for their words, and beholdi colonization is to re- | 

^ ' ;genorate a oontinent and end the horrors ^f ibe " wddle 
Dassase"! 
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But it needs not to bring more evidence ; facts and ar* 
goments will crowd into the mind of every thoughtful 
reader, proving more clearly still the ntter impracticabili- 
ty, the cold and heartless wickedness of the whole plan. ' 

It needs bat few words to show what the inflaence of 
this society has done for the colored man. Our position 
toward him as a nation has ever been that of the oppress^ 
or ; two centuries ago the cupidity of slave traders opened 
a vile traffic ; love of gain, of ease, of power, fostered the 
trade and perpetuated the system ; we all know the re* 
suit — millions are now in bondage — a free colored popu- . 
lation of over half a million has grown up among us— 
bond and free alike are subjects of a deep and almost uni- 
versal prejudice, a part of our education and every-day 
habits. It need only be asserted that this is the result 
of slavery, for ii exists only where slavery is. Qo to Eng- 
land, it is not there, in IVance yon find it not, dl over 
Europe it is unknown. This dislike of those enslaved or 
identified with the enslaved has always existed to a great- 
er or less degree ; the Spartan spumed the Helot, the Nor- 
man hated the Saxon. The instincts of slavery lead to it, 
for it ever helps to brutalize those in bondage. In our 
country, doubtless, the mark of a peculiar icolor may 
strengthen this feeling by making readily known its ob- 
jects ; but still it is far less malignant in other .countries 
where colored men are in bondage. In Brazil there are two 
millions of slaves, descendants of Africans, and of mingle^ 
blood like those in the south, many of them indeednative 
Africans brought yearly from the slave coasts. Prejudice 
there is far less severe than here. In the Westlndia isl- 
ands it was less severe, prior to emancipation in some of 
them ; is now in others where emancipation has not taken 
place. Why is this? Wb may talk of differences of posi- 
tion, the severity of our slavery, national characteristics 
on the part of masters, and give these things their due 



' : . 

; > { 

I ■ 

I ■ ■ 

• -I • 



i I 

h 

:« 

f : 
>i ■ 
|. • 

!' ' 
'.I 

n . 

* 



ii-.i 

I: ■• 



I 



t 
I . 



I ■ 

I 
t 



^ 



1! 






i 152 OBIGIN, CHABACTEB, AND INFLUENCE OF 

ill 

r'. ■ estimate ; hnithere is another reason — there abe no CoLO* 

|j ; HiZATiON Societies in those countries. 

I ; In the United States, this society has taken unwearied 

I I pains to spread the idea that the colored man has no right 
^' ! here ; that this is " the white man's conntrj." It has ad- 
I ' dressed itself to the religious, and talked of the design '6{ 
\ a wise Providence in allowing the African to remain here 
^' . for a season, that he may be carried back to his native 

land. To be sure, this is all absurd and preposterous — 
the Indian might say that we had no right in the red 
man's country, and demand that we leave the land wrest- 
ed by force and fraud from his &thers ; but still it has its 
eiffect, because it reaches a weak point, which prejudice 
has made vulnerable to such sophistry. Golonizationists 
have labored long and skilfully to show that the best good 
of both races demands the expulsifon of the colored man ; 
^voluntary emigration," they call it, a softer name. What 
is the result 7 Our social life is, with few exceptions, rigid- 
ly prescriptive ; no thought of encouraging or elevating 
diese outcasts from its enlivening influences, by asking 
them to share therein. Only ridicule and hatred in many 
instances ; and if even those more richly gifted with kind- 
-ly feeling know colored people who are pure in life and 
agreeable in manner, the remark is made, " How much 
good they could do in Liberia I " and they are left by them- 
selves, the mark for the baser sort to sneer at — ordy colo- 
nized out of social life^ caged up in the Liberia of their own - 
narrow ciccles or their own h^mes, whose threshold the 
white man will rarely stoop to cross. I 

We boast of our schools and colleges ; it is the pride of 

4mr country tiiat the people can gain a high culture ; uni- 

versal intelligence is deemed the great safeguard of the 

{ ; nation. None can find fault with this,' and were tiiat cul- 

; i tnre higher and nobler still, were those precious privileges 

impartially given, fSeur greater would be that security. Are 
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schools to bo established in our citie? or towns ; then) innst 
be a separate school for colored children, of course. The 
race are mere sojourners here providentiallyi and the best 
good of all demands these distinctions. So an educatiand 
Liberia is. provided, and the little emigrants wend their 
we€ry way thither, day by day, over miles of brick sid^* 
walks, through crowded streets, where white-fiiced juve- 
nile vagabonds are privileged to make them the marks pf 
their vile abuse. 

Docs the colored man deem it a sacred privilege to 
meet in some church consecrated for religious worship ; a 
'' colored church " must be built. Bich and complacent 
white men will dole out some small aid from their abun- 
dance, some popular clergyman will go inside its walls for 
once to preach a dedication sermon, and, as he turns away 
to enter his own pulpit, feel a relief that those mute ebony 
figures, that have so long sat before him, week by week, in 
the negro pew, are gone — possibly think it all in accor4* 
ance with God's providence that these children of Ham 
should be a people by themselves. Here we have a rdir 
gums Liberia^ and weekly crowds emigrate thereto — vcha^ 
tarily^ ofamrse^ they have no desire whatever — how could 
they have ? — to be seated as equals, as fellow-Christians, in 
that splendid church, to hear the rich tones of that organ 
rolling grandly up to its lofty roof, or stealing sweetly to 
the listening ear. What should they care to have that 
clergyman utter his eloquent appeals to them, as fellow- 
jaborers in the Lord's vineyard 7 What satisfaction could 
It possibly be, should he tell them that, in the eye of. the 
Omniscient, all distinctions of race are insignificant, that 
all walls of separation man had built up against his 
brother must be broken down 7 

Let a colored man step on board a steamboat, and quiet- 
ly take his seat in the cabin, and he is soon ordered on 
deck, and must be content, in that floating palace, to keep 
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vithin the bon&ds of bis /onoanirdeck lAberia. All this, 
and mnoli more that need not be told, has colonization 
done for the eoloied man in onr country ; making itself 
literalljr a deaoing eune, following him vhererer he goes, 
and seeking to crash him to the earth, or expel Jiim firom 
the land. It ma; be sud that mnltitadea never heard a 
colonization address, or read a colonization jonm&l; 
tlus is trne, bnt these fklse ideas have gone far and iride, 
have been sent abroad by the press, and spread as swiftly 
as tlie tlioosand tongues of Bamor could bear the evil tid- 
ings, through social circles, all over this broad land. 

The influence of this ne&rioos colonimtion scheme has 
been a potent one in making the prejudice against the 
colored man in this country the most bitter and oppres- 
rire that ensts in the world. But it may be said that 
there are schools, colleges, churches, social circles, open to 
the colored man — this we admit, and of course only 
speak in general terms. What we say is trne in the great 
nuyori^ of cases, and the exceptions only proTe the rale. 
These exceptions are slowly growing more nnmerons, bat 
no tiianks to the malign influence of colonization for that. 
As tiiese increase, ii must decrease ; and when the fidse ' 
ideas it has so assiduously planted in the popular mind are 
eradicated, tiie socie^ will die, and the colored man 

•* SUI ftal tba hope within hi* boMm djing 



The socie^ apologizes for |he slavoholder, charges 
lum with no heavy guilt, holds np its delusive and cruel 
schemes as the only remedy for slavery, doe* grtat Harm &y 
xpfntdtn; the idea that it vmUd he nuTWut and dangerom to 
gkejreedom to the tlaoe with ISterty to remain in the eoun^. 

These are all " refiiges of lies," Its influence on our idea 
of slavery and of onr duty and relation'thereto deceptive 
so long.aa it u[^Ida them. 
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LIBERIA, r- THE SLAVE TRADE. — IMPRACTI- 
OABLE REMEDT. ^ " THE MISSIONARY COL- 
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The Colonization Society claims to bold out a remedy 
for the slave trade on the coast of Africa. This was no 
part of its original constitutioiial object, but answers well . ^ ,. 
the purpose of obtaining aid from the kindly disposed, as 
well as from those engaged in the domestic traffic, who | ■ . 

are ever ready to 






*< Compound for tint they are inclined to, f 

By damning those they haTe no mind to." i 



The Rev. David Christy, in his colonization address in 
Ohio, already referred to, says, '' The planting and building t 
up of Christian colonies on the African coast is the only pr<u> 
tical remedy for the slave tradeJ' The same idea is often ad* 
vanced, and coupled with it plans for opening a peacefid 
commerce with Africa, as a substitute for the revolting 
trade in human beings. Lotus look at this project of t&e 
society ; see how far its statements can be relied on as to 
what Liberia has done to suppress the slave trade; and 
what its effect must be on African commerce, I 

All the experience of the past shows the idea of stop- 
ping the slave trade by efforts on the coast of Africa 
futile, «o long as the demand exists for slaves J stop the de- 
mand, and the trade will cease ; let the demand exist, and 
the trade will go on, its enormous profits enabling slavers to 
coin money, even if half their ships are lost Liberia, it is 
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5 ii claimed, bos banished the traffic from five hundred miles of 

^l^ coast; Sierra Leone from about an equal extent Eng- 

land has expended on her squadron and colony over one 
hundred miUions of dollars ; other nations have lent their 
aid| and the Have trade has constantly increased. 
j[ i In 1840, by the statistics of Mr. Buxton and parliament- 



sry documents, sixty-four thousand one hundred and four- 
> i teen slaves were sent from Africa to America ; in 1841, 

some forty-three thousand ; in 1846, we find sefenty-six 
thousand one hundred and seventeen ; in 1847, eighty-four 
thousand three hundred and fifty-six ; and, in the latter 
year, the British and Foreign Antislavery Society de- 
clared the traffic was more systematically pursued than 
for many years, and its horrors and loss of life increased. 
All this while Brazil and Cuba had been calling for 
daves ; the traffic had been going on to some extent, as wo 
shall see, even on the coast of Liberia and Sierra Leone, 
and had shifted its place to the south, in the Bights of 
Benin and Biafra, and the coast south of the equator, 
where, indeed, the Portuguese had always found large 
« • supplies. When from any commercial cause, or from any 

action of governments on this side of the water, the de- 
mand is less, the trade is dull. Let the demand open, and 
we have ever found the supply ready. But colonization- 
l^ts say, squadrons on the coast cannot do the work, but 
the colonies can. This bold claim of Mr. Clay, (speech 
at Washington, 1851,) has been that of others. In 1861, 
it was proposed to withdraw the British squadron fVom 
the coast, and Bev. J. L. Wilson, an American missionary 
\ .: at the Gaboon, wrote a letter to a friend in Bristol, (Eng- 

•I land,) which was printed and sent to Lord Palmerston ; 
:\\ and it was said its statements had much influence in de- 
ciding the British iauthorities to keep up their AfHcan 
squadron. He says, ^ While it is true important aid has 
^ been derived from these settiementt in breaking up slave 

i 
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factories, ii is equally true they couU hope rendered no such 
aid had it not been for the sapport of English and other 
men'Of-war on the coast, and for the simple reason that 
all together iheyhaioe not suffident rmd force to contend wUh 
one armed «faoer;'' astodestrojmg barracoons, they codd 
not, were not the natives intimidated by the Ticinity of 
armed yessels. Only a year since, the Liberians could not 
break up the slave factory of New Sesters without aid 
from French and English vessels ; and the expedition, cost- 
ing less than eight thousand dollars, seriously impair^ 
iheir finances. Almost her entire naval armament ■ is a 
small schooner given by the British government to the 
Republic; the land force is small. What is this even with 
the best intentions, to guard five hundred miles of coast? 
A child can see the absurdity. 

In view of the futility of these schemes, seeing the slave 
trade shift to new fields and break out anew, well inay 
wo exclaim to the colonizationists in the words of one of 
our good old hymns, slightly altered, — 

<< 'Til bat a poor relief yoM gain 

TodumgethejiftiMandAeQiMtfjNiwi.*' . . £ 

So long as the eight thousand miles of African coast *■ 
stretches its wide extent, and slavery calls for its victims 1 
therefrom, this foolish scheme of stopping the slave trade r 
by colonies is like stopping up a few holes in a large > 
sieve ; and if we wait until the whole coast shall be lined ; 
with colonies, the. world will have grown.old enough for \ •' 
new geological strata to have formed over the surface \ ; 
rocks of our day. 

Who rule the Colonization Society? Slaveholders and 
their supporters -T men who deal in slaves themselves, or ( 
defend others in doing so, who would seek to raise a civil 
war if the domestic traffic were broken up. Our foreign 
trade is abolished ; the home trade in human chattels 
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pays letter. The Jfew Orkam Courier^ in 1839, declared 
that, aiihongli the prohibition of the foreigtii slaye tirade 
** put millions annually into the pockets of people living 
between the Boanoke and Mason and Dixon's line, it 
j I ironld need some casuistry to show the slave trade from 
I that quarter a whit better than the African." A writer 

in the JVeto Orkam Argus^ in 1830, estimated the loss of 
life iy acdimation at twenty-five per cent. ; and in 1837, a 
conmiittee reported to a meeting in Mobile, that, since 
1833, slaves had been annually brought to Alabama from 
otiier states, to the value of ten millions of dollars. 

What flag has floated over the decks of the greater part 
of the slavers engaged in the immense traffic of Brazil for 
the past few years, and given shelter, eurer titan any ather^ 
to slavers on the coast of Africa ? Under what colors did 
fifty-ihree davers sail from Havana, in 1838-9 7 Thb 
AlCERiCAN. In what city did even the Journal ofComr 
merce^ in 1836, offer to prove that slave ships had been fit- 
ted out in that year 7 Where did Elliot Oresson state a 
business firm had received two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, as profits of Cuban slave trade 7 Where did the 
Jfew York Mirror lately intimate that merchants ostensi* 
bly rich by sugar trade from Havana, were really so by 
slave trade 7 New York; In what city did a sailor 
make known to a gentleman the names of those who had 
paid him large sums, as hush maneyy to keep secret their 
interest in the slave trade, names so respectable that the 
gentleman dared not repeat them to Mr. Cresson in 1838 7 

\] BOSIOK. • 

Baltimore clippers are the best slavers; our southern 
steamers transport slaves ; southern cities are slave marts ; 
our squadron on the African coast is a mere farce, only 
now and then stombling on a slaver that they cannot weU 
avoid, in the vicinity of vigilant British cruisers. And 
;i the Colonimtion Society, crushing the colored man here^ 
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and controlled by proslay^iy influences, is fall of concern 
for fhe slave trade — in\^frica. 

The Liberians are colored ^mericahSi BXiA by no means 
firee from the faults of our national education. In Africa, 
all the slates sold are captured by those of their own 
color ; and while we believe the Liberians have done better | 

in this matter, perhaps, than a colony of whites would have ' 
done, yet it is not to be supposed their virtue is so £ur 
above that of the white Jlmerkan as to be always proof 
against the temptations which he cannot withstand. We 
must create a better feding at home^ before we can expect to 
send out men of any race to Africa who shall be incor* ; 

mptible. 

A few statements jof colonizationists, and a few facts, 
will show how little dependence' can be placed on their 
testimony, and how Liberians have stood in this matter. ' 

^ No slaver dares come within one hundred miles of the 
settlement.'' (Rev* Dr. Hawkes, New York Oolonization 
Meeting, 1833.) 

^ The slave trade has been utterly destroyed along its 
entire coast, formerly the most frequented mart'' (Report 
Philadelphia Colonization Society, 1835.) 

** From an extent of coast of three hundred miles, this 
trade has been nearly extirpated." (Twentieth Report, 
1886.) 

The following facts perplex one strangely : — 

** Four or five years back, there was not a slave factory 
from Sierra Leone to Cape Mount, one hundred miles, and' 
firom Cape Mount to Trade Town, one hundred and twenty 
miles, the whole coast of Liberia ; more recently^ a factory 
has been established at Cape Mount, forty*five miles from 
Monrovia, where the trade is carried on briskly." (Fif- 
teenth Report, Appendix, 1832.) 

The colonial agent, in 1834, states thai recently " the Dey 
people seized and abducted several of the JU6erian hoys^ 
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(for slaTOs.) The captives were finally liberated/' (Af. 
Bep. zii. 25.) 

The Liberia Herald mentions the capture of three Spanish 
slayers by a British brig, while lying in Monrovia Harbori 
** where slaversfrequentty come to wood a^ (Af.Bep. 

1836.) 

, The Herald, of. 1885, speaks of a schooner hovering 
about the harbor, which was '^ reported to have bought 
twenty or thirty slaves in the neighborhood/' 
j;! ^ Boats have been sent from Spanish slavers np St Paul's 

1 1; iEtiver, and slaves bought in that river." (Letter of Qoy- 

emor, Af. Bep. 1836.) 
This river penetrates the heart of the colony, and then 
ill had settlements on its banks. 

** The slave trade has seriously iqjured the colony with- 
|, in the last three years. • • • Within a year,/)ur «2(m 

- /oc^orief have been established almost in sight of the col- 

ony." (Report of Captain Nicholson to Secretary of Na- 
vy. Af. Bep. 1837.) 
Ill ^ " To-morrow the schooner sdls for New Sesters, to take 
\\ on board a cargo of slaves. • • .1 have been 

OBLIGED TO HAVE ONE HUNDRED SETS OF SHACKLES HADE 

AT Cape Mesubado," (Monrovia.) (Intercepted letter of . 
slave captain to owners in Havana, published by British 
Parliament, dated Little Bassa, between Monrovia and 
Cape Palmaci— 'September 28, 1838.) 

In 1848, ihr. Bacon, of New York, editor of the Day 
Bookt a daily paper ably conducted by him, made some 
severe charges against IcMMling Liberians in regard to the 
slave trade. Dr. Bacon is a brother of Bev. Leonard Ba- 
^n, of New Haven, is not an abolitionist, and says that, 
i\ previous to going to Africa, he. had been a zealous colonic 
zationist. His charges were openly made, and. every 
fitcility offered for reply through I^s .own columns, tMch 
iumferwert oeoeML- • 
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in 1886, he was colonial physician at Monrovia for 8om6 
ttionthfl, then spent a year in other parts of Liberiai and 
inore than a year in other sections of the west coast of 
Africa* 

His first article in the Day Book was mainly in regard 
to alleged false statements of Bmr. J. B. Pikkst, and to his 
course. Mr. Pinney replied through the Commercial AA' 
vertiser, and speaks of Doctor Bacon's "course while 
there/' (in the colony,) and intimacy with slave traders 
^ subsequently,'' closing with ^ of this more, if necessary*^ * 

Dr. Bacon, in reply, says his course as physician was 
obstructed by want of proper food for himself and pa- 
tients ; that he was followed on leaving, to the boat, by 
those who begged him to take them to America. As to 
his " course while there," nothing is said specific, and he 
challenges any one to say aught against his moral or offi- 
cial character. All his intimacy with slave traders was 
through the agency of colonists. In 1837, John N. Lewis 
was storekeeper in Monrovia for Pedro Blanco, % large 
slave dealer at the Oallinas, and received largo sums from 
him for services connected with the traffic. While the 
brig Ivanhoe, of Boston, was leaving a cargo of tobacco 
belonging to Blanco, (at Monrovia, which was a depot for 
slave traders,) an agent or factor of Blanco's, boarding at 
Lewises hotiscj named T. Rodriguez Buron, an accomplished i 
Spaniard, was introduced to him by Lewis, with no request 
from him, (Bacon.) That Buron' called on him ; be never 
returned the calls, but always was glad to see him. That 
other gentlemen of that popular class (slave traders) were 
introduced, whom he treated with courtesy, as they did ) - 
him. He was introduced, by Dr. Hall, (governor of Cape j 
Palmas, now, we believe, editor of the Maryland Cohniza- i 
tion Journal) to Theodore Canot, an agent of Blanco's, and ] < 
had a short interview ; that, ''subsequently," he was resi- 
dent at Cape Palmas, at mission of the American Board ; j 
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made three Toyages along the coast ; the vessel stopped, at 
Oallinas and New Sesters to trade with slave owners ; and 
he landed and saw slave trade in operation ; went also to 
i I ^ Qambia, and three other places where it was carried on, 

II and is about publishing a book on the subject; "this is 

I I i all" the intimacy with slave traders ; and as to " of this 
more, if necessary,'' more if jiecessary ; wt wUhU. 

Mr. Pinney admitted " that Mr. Lewis, secretary of the 

Colony, (first chosen, by society, then by Liberians,) vxu in 

I ; Blanco's employ in the slave trade in 1837 ; his warehouse 

I ; : in Monrovia was Blanco's depot for slave trade goods ; that 

' < I Blanco's fS&ctor did board at Lewis's house ; and that sla- 

I I I Ten came to Monrovia that year to get goods for the trade." 
j 1 1 Mr. Lewis was a regular attendant at the Baptist church, 

: » 



8on-in-law of its first pastor, paying money to its support 
Dr. Bacon charged another colonist, Mr. Payne, with 
1 1 ; being at New Sesters; and admitted a mistake growing out 
i i I of ignorance of initials : said it was a younger brother ; 
j that the house of Mrs. Payne, the mother, was the board- 
\ I i ing-place of slave traders and factors, and her principal 
I > I support derived from them. That their uncle, Bev. C. 
rj Teague, Baptist minister, had a storehouse also used as a 
depot by Blanco ; ^ dozens of Liberian Christians were 
actively and joyfully engaged in the slave trade. • • . 
f: He was strongly urged by respectable religious Liberians 
to buy two slaves for his household." 
. He also implicated Oovcmor Boberts, who wrote a note 
denying the charge, in reply to which Dr. Bacon said that, 
in 1887, J. J. Boberts went to Sierra Leone with John N. 
Lewis, and bought a large schooner condemned and sold 
as a slaver. The schooner was brought to Monrovia, 
named the Monrovia, and for some weeks lay in the harbor 
useless, as the seeming owner had no use for such a vessel. 
About July 1, Blanco's agent, T. B. Buron, came to Lewis's 
house, from Oallinas, and soon took the schooner, and sent 
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We know nothiiig of Dn Bacon's course since that time ; 
but the frank boldness with which these grave charges 
were made, and his readiness for reply and inrestigationi 
showed a consciousness of their truth. Oovemor Roberts, 
Mr. Payne, and some other Liberians were in New York 
at the time, and it was manly to make the charges when 
they could seek to refute them. Dr. Bacon also chal- 
lenged a prosecution for libel. 

" We find in the following a corroboration of one or more 
of his charges : — 

" February 15, 1838, arrived at this port, under American 
cohrs, the Mokbovu, last from Liberia, and with bill sale 
and list of crew from collector of that colony. Has neither 
register nor sea letter. I have ascertained, without doubt, 
that she belongs to Pedro Blanco ; has put in here, direct- 
ed by his agent, for a fitout, and that a cargo of slaves 
is ready for her. Blanccfs agent in Liberia is J. Jf. Letiois, 
commission merchant.'' (Letter of February 23, 1838, 
from the British consul at Gape do Yerd Islands, to Lord 
Palmerston.) • ' 

B should be remembered, that, during the very time these 
events occurred tn Liberia^ tohmzaticnists were asking aid 






I 



her to Oallinas, whence she went to Havana, crowded with 
daves, and that Buron told him ** he owned her.^ 

In the Day Book of July 20, Dr. Bacon says, ^ The col- 
onists make no reply to the charges brought against them, 
but say they have something yet withheld against the. 
character of the person making tiiem. What it is, nobody |!; 

can coi\jecture ; it has been hinted under the all-meaning 
expression, " more of this, if wanted." Now, more is wmted 
—the editor wants it, the public want it, and he renews ! 

his challenge to the officers and friends of the society to 
make their charges pMic through the press J^ IS no other 
paper will publish, he offered to do so ; and this offer was V\; 

never accepted. * if'] 
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hertfmm good ffeople to hdp build up the colony and abolish 
i'.\ : the slave trade. 

i| I Bev. A. GonBtantine, ft returned Baptist, missionary, in 

i ' I a letter to Bey. Mr. Grosvenor, dated Pittsfield, Y t., July 

10, 1849, in regard to some discussions in a Baptist con- 
Tcntion on the course of missionaries touching slaveryi 
said, '' In Africa, women are bought and 4M)ld as wives. 
The head men own a great many, , • . and sell them 
again. They are bought when young." The missionaries 
in Liberia, owing to this practice, found their female schol* 
ars liable at any time to be taken from school and sold to 
heathen husbands, and talked of buying them to make them 
free and obyiate this difficulty. It is difficult to learn 
what was the exact nature of this slavery, but the state- 
ment would seem to indicate that the natives in some part 
of the territory still retained their old habits and views 
as to the holdmg human beings in a species of bondage^ 

Lieut Forbes, an English officer of high character, and 
fellow-traveller with the African explorer, Duncan, in his 
emb§Lsay for the suppression of the slave trade, in a work 
published in London, called Dahomey and the Dahomans, 
said, that domestic slavery existed in Liberia, and that ihe 
slave trade was countenanced there. 

• 

: In reply to a letter written him by Elliot Gresson and 
Dr. Hodgkin, (of London,), he says he did not visit Mon- 
rovia, but was for six months within twenty-five miles, and 
at Gape Mount met many Liberian citizens. *' I know per- 
sonally two Liberian citizens, sogourners at Gape Mount, 
who owned several slaves, in the general use of the term, 
but not its.l^al sense, as these were what are termed 
paums, and not intended for foreign slavery. These pawns, 
!j ^ as I have stated and believe, are as much slaves as their 

sable prototypes in the parent states of America, and my 
informants said almost all the labor in Liberia was de- 
lived from a system of domestic davery. Of domestio 
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dayerj in liberim there are two dasses ; tfieone eomiikm 
to all AfricOi and practised bj tlie aboriginid inhabitanits ij 

for the most part ; the other not to be complained of if 
not extended ; of taking serrantSi apprenticea, or pawn^ 
(choose the expression,) obliging them to labor, clothing,: 
.feeding, and instmcting them ; • • • a citizen of LibO-' |!i 

ria applied to me as commander of one of her nugesty's |j. ' 

ships, to procure for him pawns to the value of goods of. ii' ' 

which he bad been despoiled daring the civil war at Gape 
Mount'' 

Pawns, he says, are also held indirectlj by some Eng- 
lishmen on the coast An English merclumt will take a 
femmt du pays to manage his establishmenti and never in: 
quire how she hires his servants ; she taking them to pay 
for debts for gpods sold the natives. One merchant has 
in this way forty pawns, who do his household work, ** and 
are, in all but name, slaves.'' Other British officers, wbO \ I 

have visited the coast and been in Liberia, have said they 
believed no slavery existed among the colonists. , 

We have a few months since in our newspapers the 
statement of Bev. J. Bankin, of Ohio, a clergyman of 
high character, that a lady, returned from Liberia, said 
that slavery existed there. From these assertions, coming 
from persons of character and veracity, it would appear 
probable that slavery has not been abolished among all 
the natives, even in the Liberian territory. Indeed, it 
would be strange if a few thousand colonists could exiit* 
pate it wholly from a territory so extensive (five hundred 
miles by forty) among one hundred and fifty thousand 
natives. A ffystem of domestic service exists amdng 
the colonists, which must tend to create a caste, and is 
unfavorable to the highest idea of freedom. Slavery in 
an unqualified form we do not suppose exists among them, 
although the slave trade may be connived at, as it is 
with us. - ' ■ ... 
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. The yarious laberian constitutions since 1825, we are 
told, have proHbited slarery and the trade ; with what 
effect^ we hare seen. An articlia in the Appendix to the 
Tenth Eoport of the Massachusetts Colonization Society, 
seeking to explain Capt. Forbes's statement, says, ** Possi- 
bly he heard some one mention the ' Pons people,' (a recap- 

; tiu^ slaver,) and that they were apprentices ; and not 

I '■■ knowing that ' Pons ' was the name of the ship from which 
they were rescued, might hare mistaken it for patvnSf such 
as he had known on the Gold Coast/' Very satisfactory I 
In the JVl r. Cohnizatian Journal of October, 1852, we 
find that '' two steamers with one thousand slaves had got 
away from the Gallinas. A large armed slayer with ten 
gnns and Spanish colors is reported cruising off the shore. 
Her majesty's brig Crane was in pursuit ; • . • a boat 
seen in the Sherbro belonged to a slayer which passed the 
Crane in the night, with four hundred slayes." 
. In 1850, the Gallinas was purchased by^ Liberia, the 
slaye barracoons haying been destroyed by the BrUisht and 
much joy was expressed that this old slaye mart was 
broken up. 

These facts show what reliance can be placed on the 
assertions of colonizationists in regard to the slaye trade, 
and that the laberians haye been true to their American 
origin in this matter. The constitution of the republic 
now prohibits slayery or the slaye trade, and there is, no 
*n doubt, much less of the tra£Sc there than formerly ; we do 

^' not deny it has decreased, but only show that the state- 

ments in regard to it are contradictory, and of course col- 
onization assertions should be taken only when ffwei beyond 
' a doubt. The foreign slaye trade is piracy in our country ; 

^ bat we know, partially, how extensiyely it is aided by 

American capital and skill. It is for the interest of col- 
onizationists to diminish this trade in Liberia. Some 

i . ^^mestly desire to do it for humani^s sake — others, 
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and these the real leaden, to makiB capital of 
shield their home tnSc As we have sho'iniy its 
from Liberia does no good so long as the demand exists; 
the whole colonization theory is false and' deceptive 04 
this sabjeci The Society helps to make slavery reputable^ 
to sustain it ; therefore, to sustain the dave trade. 

Colonizationists talk mnch of devdoinng the resources 
of Afiica, creating a trade in palm oil, ivoiy, Ac., which 
shall lead the natives to engage in peaceful occupations 
safer and more profitable than the wasting trade in human 
beings,— a noble object truly, — but yet the influence of 
the*society tends to defeat it, although the colony has 
doubtiess, to some extent, created such a change. Our 
conmierce with Hayti is constantiy embarrassed, and is 
much less lucrative than it might be, simply because our 
American prejudice restricts the intercourse. England is 
even now engrossing a large share of laberian commerce, 
for the same reason. The Colonization Society helps to 
keep up slavery and prejudice ; so long as they exist, baf^ 
riers must and will be thrown between us and African 
commerce ; thus this deceptive scheme defeats its own 
projects. 

It may be said, that the towns in the republic are, and 
ever have been, supplied with churches, and protect many 
missionary establishments. We can only say, there is 
much difference between the nominal and the real of Chris- 
tianity ; and we would judge Liberia by its vxjrks, not by 
the number of its churches. As for missions, we know the 
idea is made quite prominent, in a work entitied ^ Coloni- 
zation and Missions,'' published by the Massachusetts Col* 
onization Society, of protection extended to them. But 
there are missions existing on the coast hundreds of miles 
from the colony. The work seems gotten up for effect^ 
-and was published, in fietbt^ soon after serious troubl 
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I which ended at the lime in the withdrawal of some mis^ 



fiionaries from the colony. 

Appeals are made to the religions commnnily to sustain 
the Colonization Society as a means of evangelizing Africit, 
and glowing rhapsodies are uttered as to the influence of 
the laberian colony in this direction. Again : we are told 
that too much must not be expected from it, as it is mainly 
a commercial and political establishment ; but the mis^ 
sionary aspect is ever a prominent one, helping to impart 
a pious aspect to the movement, and raise the character 
of the whole scheme. We shall find the colonists have 
done much as might be expected, from the influences under 
which they were educated here, and those by which they 
have been controlled there. 

Bargaining shrewdly, fighting hard, ruling the natives 
by fear, treating them as an inferior caste, — much as wo 
do Indians or Meucans, — all these may pass current after 
our Anglo-American model, but hardly accord with ^ a 
' : I . great missionary enterprise." 
; i ; I In 1817, Messrs. Mills and Burgess, both clergymen and 

V I agents of the society, sought an interview with two native 
{ I kings. They refused the '' palaver " unless rum was had, 
\ I *^ ft j^ for each, -^r- this was a case of conscience, but 
compromising expediency is good cohnization morality. The 
mm was furnished, and the first effort to obtain a tract of 
land on which to found a missionary colony was made by 
bewildering the minds and stimulating the passions of Hoq 
poor natives by the accursed '^ fire irater." The interpret- 
er gave assurance that ''these people come quiet — ^no 
war, no fight-— if our people do bad, no fenusket fired, but 
Tegular palaver.'' How these promises wore kept, we 
I shall see. The interview proved fruitless, and, in 1822, 
Dr. Ayresy.in company with Capt Stockton, (then com- 
\ i manding a United States vessel of war, cmd <^ered to co- 
operate with the society's agents,) making a voyage along 
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ihe eoasti sdected Ci^ ICesondo as a fit place fi>r a 
oolonj. 

Thej Bonghti and with some diffienltf obtained, an in- 
terriew with King Peter, who owned the location dedred, 
and went alone to his capital, three miles in the interior. 
He was little disposed to a bargain, and at last a storm 
broke ont ; some of the natives said thej' were the^people 
who quarrelled at Sherbro, and accused Capt Stockfon of 
breaking np the daye trade. A ''horrid yell broke ficom 
the mnltitade ; eTerjr one sprang to his feet, scowling Ten>> 
geuice upon the agents. * Oapt Stockton, folly aware of 
their extreme peril, instantly rose,* and, drawing out his 
pistol, pointed it at the king's- head ; raising his other hand, 
he solemnly appealed to the Gk>d of heaVen for protection; 
King Peter jUnched ai the cabnetmrage tf the wkUe nua^ 
and the barbarians f^ on their (Smcs at the iqpparent daor 
ger of their king.'' 

The result of this poient argumaii was a successful ''pa^ 
layer," and the mutual signing of a contract for a tract of 
land, in which the chiefs say, they ''are folly satisfied of 
the poetic and just yiews of said citizens." (Stockton' A 
Ayres.) 

Prominent among the articles to be paid for the land 
were " eighteen guns, two hogsheads of tobacco, three bar^ 
rels and one cask of powder, fifty kniyes." How the na^ 
tiyes were conyinced of the just and pacific yiews of these 
gentlemen, or how the fear in r^ard to the slaye traide 
was quieted, we are not informed; but "pidayers" con* 
ducted oyer jars of rum,' arguments enf6rccd by loaded 
pistols, with mu^e close to the> bmh, and bargains made 
attracUye by powder, muskets, and spirits, were certainly 
yery unlikely methods to insure continued peace, or gain 
the cordial confidence of the natiyes-^AjG^y cpo^alic, 
dyofUr the olden modeL Behold how a place was gain/ 
on which the "little band -of missionaries^^ could fin< 
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home ! The fSeu^ts we gain from the ^.New Republic,^ 6 
little work published by the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society in 1850. 

In 1826, we find Mr. Ashmnn narrating the fact, that a 
chief was induced to consent to a contract, giving firm 
foothold at Cape Mesurado, **hj the compliment of six gal* 
Ions of rum and an equal yalue of tobacco, - a somewhat 
lingular compliment firom a band of missionaries. In 1829, 
J; B. Bussworm, editor of the Liberia Heraldf said, '' Tobacco^ 
rumf pipes, cloth, iron pots, powder and shoi^ are the current 
ej of the colony. Nothing can be done without rum in 
trade with the natires.'' In 1831, B. B. Ourloj said, ''In 
the*judgment of the most worthy colonists, native traders 
would abandon the colony were spirits excluded from 
eonmierce ; and if prohibited, it would be offered by slaoe 
trcdert vnihm a feio leagues.^ (Af. Bop. January, 1831.) 

In the Liberia Herald of 1832, the cargoes of two schoon* 
ers are advertised for sale, principally tum and powder> in 
jMurt as follows : *^ Five hundred kegs powder, five hundred 
nmskets, one hundred and-fifty cutlasses, ten bags of shot, 
twelve puncheons of rum and brandy, thirty casks of ale, 
axty dozen of spear-point knives, four hundred and sixty- 
dght pounds of beads, eleven: hundred and ninety-seven 
gallons of rum, three hundred and fifty kegs of powder, 
two hundred and forty muskets..'^ : Thus much in regard 
to tfae.traffic with the natives'in.th^ first ten years of this 
mdssimary enterpriser :: •; J V 

. These matters are s&id to biD Somewhat mended since, 
and we hear of.ttoperance efforts in: the ooldny.t; \ . 
.But we find. by statements in the JV*. 7. <7afonu(tffbn 

Jourwd, that, firomi 1827 to 1841, the British exports to the 

» » •• ... 

. • Thb Mngi to iniiid tiie fiiet, that, fai 1851, a tenqiMnuiee ooiiTentio& of col* 
mtii people B^ ^ Hudfon, K.T«, equal in numbflr to about tho whola emi^ 
gnaf popidatioii of LOMia. VHiydid not cotoialioii jooriials report their 
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▼est coast of Afirica were, of armj and ammunitum, six. mil** 
lions six hundred and ninety thousand dollars ; ipirits and 
ofe, nine hundred thousand dollars ; and that, from 1844 
to 1849 incldsivei the jimerican exports to the same re- 
gion, of pawdeff spiritSt and tcbacoOf were one million eight 
hundred and sevenly-two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four dollars ia valuo. These amounts . are over a 
fourth of the whole exports to that region ; and of the Brifr 
ish commerce nearly a third, of the American probably as 
large, or a larger proportion, was with the section between' 
Sierra Leone and Cape Mesilrado. This would indicate a ^ 
heavy demand, at a later period, for these notable auxiliar i^ ; 
ries in civilizing and Christianizing Africa. {: , 

Thus was the work begun, of which we learn, -^ . - !;, 

''It would illuminate a conriKwr. It would publish ^ 
the name of Christ on the dark mountains of Africa and 
the burning sands of the desert It would kindle tip holi* 
ness and hope among uncounted tribes.^ (AfL Bep* L 164| f^ ; 
editorial.) -r 

The results have been, not peace, but war ; not good will, i 
but fear ; bot brotheiliood, but looking down on the nar 
tives as an in/^rior cof^ by the colonists. 

In the Repository (ii. 179) is an account by Bev. Mn . |: 
Ashmun, one of the prominent founders of the colony, of a 
battle with the native, in which he took a leading part;; 

"In about twenty minutes after the settlers had taken 
their stand, the enemy b^gan to recoil; • • • The 
Americans perceived their advantage, regained the west- 
em post, and brought theibn^ mneto rake the whole line 
of the enemy. •• 

" Imagination can hardly figure to itself a throng of hxb- 
man beings in a more capital state cf exposure to the de- 
structive power of the machinery of modem warfare. 
Eight hundred men were pressed shbulder to shoulder in 
80 compact a form that tt child might easily have walked jj j 
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oil fheir heads from ono end to the other, presenting a 
breadth about equal to twenty or thirty men, and all ex- 

i^ (j posed to a gun of great power, raised on a platform at 
twenty or thirty yards' distance. Every shot lUeraUy spent 

i ^ j:! its /orcein a mass of Hving hutnan flesh/ Their fire su<d- 

denly ceased. A strange yell was raised, which filled the 
forest with a momentary horror; it died away, and thiB 
whole host disappeared. ... A large canoe, ventur- 
ing within range of the long gim, was struck by a shot, 
and several killed.^ 

. A few weeks after a second battle was fought, pec. 22, 
1822,) of which we learn, from the same source, that the 
natives' ^loss, although from the quantities of blood with 
uhich the ground was drenched considerablCi was much 
fat than in the former attack.'' 

This second battle is stUl celebrated by* the colonists 

with military parade, as the day on which tiiey won a firm 

foothold on Afirican soil ; a terrible baptism of blood with 

which to consecrate a continent to Christian peace and 

(: loVel - 

In 1835, war was declared against King Joe Harris, 

and one hundred and twenty men fought a severe battle, 

and demolished his towns apd strongholds. Soon after, 

2 j in a letter home from the colonial agent," powder, lead, 

cartridges, and field pieces " are asked for to bring this 

adversary to terms. We cannot often gain knowledge as 

to the x^ cause' of these contests ; the plea of suppressing 

ihe . dave trade is ever ready, doubtless sometimes' true ; 

fani in this case; a. conversation held in New York, in 1836, 

\ I between J. B. Pinney and William Goodell, noted down 

\ ii at the time, and published in the '^Friend of Man," gives 

lome light on the subject 

. . .^W. Ok Is the war with Joe Harris terminated ? . : 
. 1 ^J. B. P. Yes. He was glad .to make 'peace on^ any 
ienns-— (afiier a pause)— the war wias a pieceof boy% play 
iiM on the part of the colonists. 
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. **W.O. In what respect do yott mean T '■ . \'^ 

*^J. B. P. I mean the war was provoked on.the'part 
of the colonists. 

^W.G. In what manner T 

^ /. B. P. Burning the natire Tillages was the imme- 
diate cause. 

"W.G. I hare heard of that, but supposed it would be 
said by the colonists that this was in retaliation of some 
injury by the natives. ? jj: 

*^ J. B. P. In the previous controversy, the blame, I sup- |i 

pose, was about equal. It was a mere question about a 
little property ; a piece of boy's play ; five dollars would 
have settled the whole matter.'' 

Mr. Finney's testimony may be taken as within truth, as 
both his feelings and interest would be against criminat- * 
ing the society or colonists needlessly. | 

In the J\r. Y. Colonization Journal is a letter from a 
colonist, B. y. B. James, dated Monrovia, July 27, 1852, 
narrating the events of a late expedition against Grando, 
a native chief, who had a few days previously attacked 
some settlements and killed several of the inhabitants. 
A force of one thousand men, colonists and native allies, 
spent some weeks in a forray, marched through a swamp, 
and were ''attacked by theye^uv,who fired manfully;" 
but Grando's town was taken and burned, and the natives ||! 

^ fled in every direction, burning their towns as they went: 
• . . some forty towns were burned to ashes," At 
length Boyer's town (an ally of Grando) was reached, and 
a battle fought with his ''fifteen hundred soldiers, sharp, 
re^ar fighters," having " four or five field pieces, which 
they used like civilized mmP But the town was taken, I 

the largest the writer "had seen in Africa, containing 
many spacious houses/' and burned to the ground. The 
native ^allies, meanwhile, "made good use of their time" 
plundering the towns destroyed ; and the narrator eloses iij 
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by saying, ''Sarelj Ood gave its the yictorj! • . • 
IhiriDg the eyening oar chaplain, Bey. A. T. Bossell, read 
I \ the fifteenth chapter of Exodus, and offered a most fenrent 

prayeri in which all hearts deyontly joined." 

This is, perhaps, the latest fnissionary effort of impor> 
tance made by tiie colonists. These contests haye been 
of frequent occurrence, and the spirit in which they are 
narrated, the eyil influences and iniquitous traffic of which 



r 

. 1 > they are only the natural results, show the career of the 



^ ' I i colony to be an eyidence thai it &yors more the Views of 

the c&tifx& mUitant^ whose members ^ trust in God, bui keep 
their powder dry t^^ tiian those of the followers of the Prince 
of Peace. 

. We do not in this matter, take the ground that all war 
' is wrong, or that a colony may not act defensiyely or of- 
fensiyely, but simply bring these facts to show how Libe- 
ria has fulfilled its mission as a means of '*' eyangelizing a 
continent ; '' and surely its position is a istrange one for a 
^ band of missionaries" to assume. 

It may be said that, after all, the colonists haye stopped, 
to a great extent, the wars among the natiyes growing out 
of the slaye trade, Ac. We reply. They have bui transferred 
them, with that trade^ to tome other quarter. 
] \ We are now, perhaps, prepared for the following rhap- 

sody: — 

^ In the proyidence of (rod, this society was called into 
being. lake an angel from heayen, a diyinely-chosen mes- 
senger of mercy, it carried toward Africa the balm of the 
gospeL . • • It told her of the joys of the blessed. 
' 'I i To giye peace to her conscience and purity to her heart, it 

^|]1 pointed to Oalyary. Surely, if there be on earth a spec- 

1 1 Jtacle which those bright and holy beings who stand in the 

\ presence of the Most High and rejoice oyer repentant 

rinners can delight to look on, it must be THIS." (Rey.Mr. 
Skinner, at Am. Col. Soc Meeting. Af. Bep. 1888.) • : 



mm 






{'• 



»!■■■ 

i ' 



Iv 



THB AMERICAV COLONQSATIOH SOOIETT. 176 

Or, for tbe assertion of Henbt Clat at the annual 
meeting of the society in Washington, in 1848 : — 

^ At this moment, there are between four and fire jthon* 

sand colonists ; and I will yentore to say that they will 

accomplish, as missionaries of the' Christian religion, more 

to disseminate its blessings than all the rest of the mis- 

• sionaries thronghont the globe/' 

The J\r. Y. Express^ in September, 1852, mentions a 
sale of a large quantity of old-fashioned cannon and how* 
. itzers at Washington, and the purchase of a part by Bev. 
Mr* McLain, secretary of the Colonization Society. Keep- 
ing in mind this last addition to the missionary armament^ 
the late foray in which fire and sword did their work so 
efficiently, and the fM drenched m Hood of an earli^ day, 
how astounding the boldness of the following assertion 1 -^ ; 1 1 1 

''Its great object, the relief of tif o continents from 
slavery and barbarism; its grand result, ciril and reli- 
gious liberty for a whole race. But what is still more 
remarkable, all these great results haye been accomplished 
legally, justly, and pencefvUy^ without aggression or wrong ; 
interfering with no man's rights, intervening upon no 
nation's prerogatives, and in its quiet and lawful progress 
exciting neither the passion nor prejudices of any. Libe- 
ria is the first republic ever established without revolu- 
tion, WAB, OB BLOODSHED." (Spcech of HON. Mb. MiLLEB, f 

of New Jersey, United States Senate, on " Ebony Line." 
Af. Rep. April, 1853.) * 

In what regard the natives are held, what has been 
the influence of the colony on them, is matter of interest. 
In 1825, Mr. Ashmun said, (see Gurley's life of Ashmun, 
Appendix,) '' Every month's experience . proves that our 
neighbors are corrupted by the influence of bad example, 
and derive no benefit from the good set them in this colo- 
ny. . . . It is not known to every one how little dif- 
ference can be perceived between an illiterate rustic, frpm 
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fhe United States and a sprightlj tiatiye ; • • . the 
advantage is oftenest on the side of the latter/' Of course, 
he says they have a powerful influence, and, while in the 
United States, the negro has the ' good example of respect- 
able whites ; ' in Africa, he has the ' bad example of the 
natives.' 

In 1836, a letter from B* McDowall, in Monrovia, says, 
; j' ' ^ As to the surrounding tribes, little has been done as yet 
toward teaching or enlightening them." (Af. Rep. xii* 42.) 
. The same year. Dr. Skinner, formerly governor of the 
colony, in Report to Board of Managers, said, — 
. !* But few of the natives have been civilized. I know of 
but five instances, two of them professors of religion." 

We learn that the '' little community is made up Qf se- 
lected individuals." (Idem, 1828.) Yet the same y^mr 
Mr. Ashmun says, ^ A more discriminating selection of set- 
tlers must be inade than ever has been." 
: In 1828, we are told, ** No village in our land, perhaps, 
exhibits less that is oflfensive, and more that is gratifying 
to the eye of the Christian, than Monrovia. Crimes 
are almost unknown, and the universal respect for the 
institutions and duiks of Christianity has struck the 
natives with surprise, and excited the admiration of for- 
eigners." But letters from O. M. Erskine and A. D. 
Williams say, ^ There must be a great moral revolution 
before the colony can exert a salutary moral influence on 
the natives. • . • We stand in need of a workhouse 
to confine licentious females and"^ disorderly persons." 
(AtEep.) 

IsL 1834, J. B. Pinney stated that " nothing had hereto- 
fore been done for the natives, except to educate a few, 
who are in families, in the capacity of servants" But the 
yearpreviaust Rev. R. R. Qurley declared in a colonization 
meeting, in New York, that '^ ten thousand natives had 
placed themselves under the protection of the colony, 
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receiving from it instraction and civilization.'' Strangelj 
contradictory, statements these 1 

The Liberia Herald, of Jane, 1835, holds the following 
language : ''Such is the dastardly, unprincipled disposition 
of these half cannibals, (natives,) that nothing but a knowl- 
edge of the superiority in physical force on the part of 
foreigners will keep them to the terms of any contract" 
Bargains are constantly made with a people of which it 
is asserted only resistless power, ready to overawe or 
crush, can compel fulfilment/ Of course a display of force 
must ever be made, and strife and jealousy be tiie result 
This idea of overawing a race shows a conscious superior- 
ity, and resolve to maintain it by a course like that this 
nation has pursued toward the Indian and the negro. The 
use of the term " fellows " applied to the natives by a col- 
onist in the description of the Grando war, just quoted, 
shows a similar feeling. 

. We have sought in vain for mention of marriages be- 
tween colonists and natives : if such alliances occur, they 
must be rare.. . This shows, either that the natives are yet 
barbarous in manner and habit, or that prejudice raises a 
barrier between them. . . 

Mr. Finney's statement in regard to natives educated 
and employed as servants will be remembered. In the 
Bepository, in 1849, is a letter from John Lewis, an emi- 
grant, writing from Monrovia to friends in Philadelphia, 
of which. the. editor remarks, '' It has a frankness^ about it 
which must commend it to all our readers." - 

The writer, in his easy and natural description of Libe- 
rian life, says, "Every fieunily has a number of native ser- 
.vants, the bays imthjvst a handkerchief about the bnnsJ* No 
special fastidiousness, it would : seem, as to the livery ot 
these servants ; they are -only natives. 

In 1850, we learn, of "five hundred natives civilized 
and admitted to citizenship, ten thousand to a partial ligfit 
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of protection, and about one hundred and fifty thousand 
on lands politically subject to the colony/' (Facts and 
Figures.) 

All can judge of the character, as well as extent, of the 
civilization ; it is evident the idea of civilizing the natives 
is quite subordinate, that little has been effected in that 
direction, and that a feeling of caste exists, which tends tO 
Tender the advantages they may derive from the . colony 
even less than those derived in some respects by uncivil- 
ized people, from intercourse with mere commercial - 
colonies. 

Colonization reports and addresses say much of the ed- 
ucational advantages of Liberia. The Beport for 1851-2 
of the ^ Trustees for Education in Liberia," — an association 
of gentlemen, principally in Massachusetts, for endowing 
a college in the colony, — states that there are some twelve 
hundred scholars in tiie Liberian day schools ; this we .find 

^copied in other publications. In their report for 1852, it 

I j j is said that ** the number of schools and scholars is about the 

I j I same as previously stated, but the general standard of 

education lower ; and that those few persons educated in 

those schools, whose acquirements have done themselves ■ 

' and their country so much credit, must have been persons 
of peculiar force of character, who would procure respect- 

' able education in very inadequate schools." 

In a pamphlet published by the society in 1852, as a sort 

' of guide to emigrants and inducement to turn toward 
Africa, entitled " Information about going to Liberia," ^c, 
\ ■] it is said, '^ Good free schools have been established in near- 

ly aU the settiements, so that all parents can avail them- 
selves of the facilities thus afforded them. ... The 
^ '^privil^ of having their children properly educated, and 
prepared for future usefulness and happiness, is one worthy 

' the coninderation of the free people of color in. the United 
States." The Eleventh Beport of the Maissachusetts. Oolo- 
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nization SoQiety states that '^ common schools are soffir 
ciently nmnerons for the emigrant population.'' 

In 1849, Bey. Mr. Miller, of Princetoni N. J., trarelTt 
ling in England, was examined before a special committee, 
of the House of Lords by the Bishop of Oxford, mainly to. 
gain facts in regard! to liberia, and stated that, ** by a laif 
of the state, ereify parent must educate his children ; " and. 
that ^ every child of 'mffiditnt age, tn thefamXHei qf.the coh^ 
msUf VKuregulardt schM^^\ leaving the impression, of cours^ 
of fair educational pfiTileges. 'Many similar statements 
might easily be found ; but let Us turn to one of a charac- jr 
ter quite different. * In the JV*." Y. Gobmization Journal^ of f 
July, 1852, is a letter from a colored Liberian teacher, B. 
y. B. James, m reply to one &om J. B. Pinney, asking' in- 
formation. It is datidd. Monrovia, March 29, 1852 ; we 
extract as follows : -^ ■ -\ 

" Does this government support any public schools ? p! 

" I do not know of any now supported: by govemxaent ; |! 
they did for awhile support a tocher at Sinou. I^his p' 
government has the disposition^ btdnoithe means at its com- ! , 
mand, to do all in its power for common education* The 
revenue is not sufficient to pay the current expenses of the 
government, especially whea is added to our ordinary ex> 
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penses, every year or two, the cost of a war excited .eitiier |' 



by slavers or unprincipled English traders, ; : i 

''How many schools have the. Presbyterian mis* || 

'Bions?"4fi;c- ■ ^. : ■ Ij 

- Then follows a statement of schools connected with the Ij 

' different : missions, sixteen tn a£^ the largest his own, of some f j 

'sixty scholars, most of them .ranging from twelve to f; 

•twenty pupils, and, at a liberal estimate, numbering in att jj 

undit four hundred 7 Not capable, with forty scholarti ;i ! 
each; of educating over six' hundred and fifty. Mr. James 

isays, !!* l^hese are ftbbut all the scboolfif I know of in exist- I, 
enoe' iiCL th^ limlta of this republic, and n^osi of them ^Ue 
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m/bw, and quite inadequate to the wants of the comma- 
nit^. Good teachers are needed, also school books. 

i ,1 There are some parents Me to purchase school books, ^f 
ihejf were here to purchase J* This letter/ so sad in its tone, 
apparently so simple, candid, and truthful, and coming 
from such a source, gives a mournful picture of destitution 

) ; of the most o^inary means of . popular education. In an 
emigrant population of some seven thousand, beside the 
great number of natives, (whose elevation we are con- 
stantly told is rapidly going on, and constitutes an impor- 
tant part of the mission of the colony,) only some four hun- 
dred children and youth in schools, " most of them quite 
inferior ^ I We would cast no reflections upon the colo- 
i nists in this connection ; their desires may be right so &r 

j I ss their knowledge extends, and there are men amotig 
them able to appreciate the importance of education. But 

i j means are wanting ; the care of their extensive ten*itory 
and troubles with the natives absorb time and money. 

But what estimate must we form of those who circulate 
pamphlets here to induce emigrants to go to Liberia, which 
speak of educational privil^es there so ^ worthy of con- 
cideration''? What of the many statements so siadly con- 
tradicted by this letter? Granting ignorance as an excuse, 
how culpable the ignorance of those highly intelligent on 
most subjects, which helps to mislead a class of abused 
people and deceive a nation I 

We find the number of emigrant^ sent to Liberia, (in- 
cluding Cape Palmas,) up to 1853, to be about nine thou- 

\ I - sand. These, with an increase of one per cent, yearly, as 
a low average, would now number eleven thousand eight 
hundredth The actual number is not over seven thousand ; 

if • > Ulowing one thousand to have fSallen in wars, and we still 
bave nearly four thousand smitten by death beyond thQ 
ordinary mortality ; a terrible loss in so small a popula- 

\ tkm. But it may be saidi with care this mortality woidd 



« 



1H8 IIIBBICAN COLONIZATION BOCnOJ. 181 ' |!j 

■ • 

decrease mach ; donbUess, but care and pmdence are | 
found with intelligence, self-control with a higher culture. .| 

Colonization benevolence would keep' the colored peoplo 
ignorant hero, incapable of exercising those self-presenr- h \ 
ing traits of character, and then herd them 09 to the Afiri* Ij ! 
can coast to die of' pestilence I r 

'. This enterprise has cost about one million five hundred 
thousand dollars; ha;d the siune. sum been expended in i-; 

elevating the colored people in our country, and spreading J ; ' 
juster yie#s of their condition and our duty, vasUy greats 
•er would have .been the result, even granting all the Libe- 
xians to be prosperous and happy. ■ . ' '■ ^ -. ^ 
: ' The highest prosperity and culture claimed .for labem, 
by the most imaginative colonizatipnist, does' not at all 
affect our view of the colonization scheme ; for it is the 
policy of the society to make that colony appear as fairly 
as possible, the better to keep up its enidptans qnd opprese^ an \ 
abused people here i to help the feWfthe 'better to crush the ^\ 

many. . : ' • ' ...'•'•' \' 

Fortunately for; Liberia, the society 'has been*able, to 
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send out but few emigrants. Let only the annual increase 
of the free colored population — some ten,thousand -r- be 
transported thither for twenty yearSj in the midst of the 
natives, where there are no capitalists to give them labor 
and pay them in return, no means of education, a sickly 
climate and other troubles, — where would be Liberian 
culture and improvement? . . * 

.Thus far the purchase.of land, and transportation of 
emigrants have cost, at a liberal estimate, six hundred and . 
fifty thousand dollars ; more tiian half the amount raised 
has been expended in home operations, agents, publica* |j 
tions, &c. We can see what their influence has been ; let 
those support them who will, after knowing .the real char- 
acter of this wicked scheme/the false, ideas they promul- 
gate ; either designedly or blindly, efu^hmust judge which. 
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Liberia is now a repoblic, its constitution prohibiting 
davery and the slave trade; that is well, if enforced 
strictly, as we hope it may be. 

The colony has always been stropgly nnder colonization 
influences, which hare been injurious. It should be rmmr 
hered, thai now half the terriiory is held in trust for the socie^ 
tjff to be granted to emigrants^ as U may direct* This makes 
its independence^ voe fear^ rather nominal than real in many 
respects. 

Its constitution prohibits white men from holding ofBce. 
This seems a stroke of colonization policy, to keep up its 
grand idea of the separation of the races. Surely the 
colonists need have no fear that any number of whites will 
brave climate and conquer prejudice to . monopolize their 
few offices. The exclusion is wrong, for it repudiates 
equal rights. The American, as he helps frame infamous 
'** negro laws " at home, can point to Liberia, and say to 
the yictims of his hatred, ** Go there, and you can gorem 
yourselves ; why need you stay here among us ? " 
' (A similar exclusion exists, we believe, in Hayti, the 
'fruit of a hatred of the whites, caused by their perfidy 
'and oppression.) 

The independence of Liberia has been promptly recog- 
nized by England and several European powers, and its 
agents treated with due courtesy. A similar recognition 
is sought for here in a manner which reflects little credit 
on the manly dignity of the Liberians, and shows the craft 
of the colonizatiohists. The Jfew York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser says, (see Appendix Ann. Rep. for 1851,) '^ There 
is an unwillingness to admit a colored man to the sti^tion 
and intercourse (of ministers, Ac.) . . • But, as we 
understand the matter, the nature of the application on 
the part of Liberia— and this ought to operate largely in 
her tesoTtforit shows practical good sense^ as wdl as sin- 
cere good lotf-— oMofef entirely this objection. Shedesbi^^to 
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avoid ikis difficulty^ and fropat^ to cov^fide ... .Me eon- 
iuict of affairs hetwotn the two gooemmentt to one of our oum 
cUizeni." • - ^ v 

Mr. Mercer, of Ya., and Hon. Mr. Miller, of N. J., both 
allude in public addresses to the necessity of prudence in 
'this de/tcofe affair, ^probably it has been discussed more 
in private than public, — : for it is of so agitating a charac- 
ter that it mtj^A/ jeopardize the «ifety of the Union ! -:r ||i 
.and very delicate withal. fi 

If the people of Liberia show a proper self-respect, they 

.will cease to ask for so humiliating a fkror, and cultivate 

•the good will of other countries who can use them in a 

more decent manner. Colonization policy has, doubtles^y 

led to this cringing request; it is the voice of slavery i, 

echoing from the distant shores of Africa. |i 

So iar as Liberian independence has made less intimate » j[j 

the relations with the Colonization Society, it is right | 

well ; and if the republic could cut off all connection with 

the colonizationists, the results could, not but be' beneficial 

T- a greater prosperity, a higher self-respect^ a ; nobler 

• character. 

Let the republic be independentymA all wish it well, we 
trust, its position before the world is a matter of interest \ 
.from its partial independence, would be, of still greater in- 
.'terest were that independence entire, and its connection 
with the colonization scheme at an end. The good wishes 
' of the community would be with it, colored men would bo 
free to go there, free to remain here at inen, and could then f 
emigrate without helping a scheme which ifi crushing their 
brethren and deceiving the nation. *We would not detract 
from the credit due the colonists for what they may have 
done of good; justice to those in Liberia, as weU as in |' 
America ; but we must protest against the false state- ' 
.ments of colonizationists in regard to the colony, and 
. show the evil influence it exerts by its connection with 
the Colonization Society. 
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' It should be remembered that most of our iaformatioxi 
in regard to Liberia is such as colonizationists choose to 
give us. Such letters from colonists and statements from 
other sources as they -(choose to publish, an mUreded party 
'9dtding%U<nxm testimony •' 

^ We have before ud W pamphlet^ entitled '^'uLiberia; ihe 
Condition and Prospects of tlie Republic" —a Report to 
u Colored Baptist Association, in AC adison counlyi Illi- 
nois, of a visit made by the author, Elder S. S* BaU, a 
colored clergyman, to Liberia. He was sent out by a Vote 
of the association to gain inforniation, and Ooyemor 
Prench, of Illinois, <^rti&e8, under the seal pf the state, io 
.Iiis character for integrity, <&c. / :: 

. The pamphlet was published at Alton, Illinois. 

His plan wa& to " remain eight month^ but, by adyice 
•of Dr.^Hali and Rev. Mr. McLain, he sailed in the Liberia 
-packet from Baltimore, April 11, 1848 ; being informed 
that the vessel would remain long enough at all the colo- 
-lues for him to visit the settlements back ; and by sleep- 
•ing on board the vessel at night, he should avoid the Afri- 
can fever." The fever is spoken of as not dangerous with 
proper attenilance, lodging, food, &c., )}ut without them, 
as '^mbst malignant," uid it is " regarded as dangerous for 
' any one to walk out without an umWella" some seven 
i hours at midday. - He states, "There aire no horses, asses, 

' 'mules, or oxen at work there. AH brining. operations 
! -are -carried* bn'with -the'hoeJ .v>.' , I saw but one 
\ -liorse in the -republic — a mere skeleton ;" beef^ mutton, 

• &Cv, are good ibr eating, and soil generally productive. 
I *^ • In regard to the Colonists, those \rlio ' have - houses built, 
lands cleared, ' and have passed through the acclimation, 
- seemed . contented," but many of those who had not been 
acclimated, and had no improvements made, " were in a dis- 
tressed condition," and emigrants,' on arriving there, dra^ 
tiieir- rations for six montluaL principally salt provisions^ 
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which they cannot relish while going through the fever. 
They are, while acclimating, directed by the physician not 
tc^expose themselyes to sun or rain ; consequently cannot 
clear land, build, Ac. At the end of six months no more 
aid is given, and of course their condition often a trying- 
one, needing much energy of body and mind to meet 

The wealthy colonists live in fine style, houses of brick 
or frame ; ^ seldom you set down to dine with a gentle? 
man that his table is not furnished with the best of wi^e 
and English or German ale/' They have **just as numy- 
servants as they wish^ and as much " distinction betweea 
the rich and poor as in this country.'' 

The poor often live in hous^ of bamboo made in the 
African style. The natives work very cheap, (two dollars 
per month,) and it is difficult to compete with them ; and 
in case of sickness especially, distress prevails. 

He deems the country an excellent one for those to go 
to who have means — such of course can be of the Libe;- 
rian aristocracy — to use his own words,' "Engage in a 
most lucrative trade, and live in luxury and ease ; '^ but, he 
says, " as to going without means, I consider it one of the 
xoorst countries to go to : " between the poor here and there 
" there is no comparison." 

As to religious matters, he quotes a letter to himself 
from Rev. Mr. Teague, a Baptist Liberiaii cler^^an, who 
says, ^ Truth compels me to say^ the churches are doing 
nothing for the spread of the gospel. . . . Vain show, 
el^ance of dress, leave nothing for the members to give 
to a minister who deals out the bread of life to them.^' 

The morals of the people " seemed to be g6od." 

As for the natives, they generally adhere to their coun^^ 
try customs, having "from two to twenty wives." Many 
live with the colonists, "bound to them for a term of 
years under what is called the apprentice system." • . . 
I asked if they were bound to educate them; /They told 



^.* 



r . 



V I 



•■^iifH 



, • I 



I 

1 



iW OtftGIKi CHABAOTBBi AHD IKFLUENCB W 

me tliey were nof» unless tUey clio&id to, but ^generally 
sent ihem to a native schooli if one was' conyenient'' 
They (the colonists) said natives could not be admitted- 
into schoolk with the American children i \ ; • t they 
were heathen, and'not thought worthy. Yo.u could not get; 
a native into a colonial school in Monro via-r Nearly alL 
the wealthy people :about Monrovia have from ten to fif* 
teen bound natives abbut their premises. They wear, with, 
few exceptions, nothing but a riomioAl (a piece of cloth* 
Kbouta yard square) during the week ; but on the Sab- 
bath, a flimsy suit of cotton clothes, v . * * At church 
they dt together in the rear of the ibongregation, and in 
no instance did I see a native take a seat by the side of a 
colonist. • • • I was quite disgusted on my first arri- 
val to find so many naked perclonS ;' . • . but what do 
you suppose must have been my feelings when I saw them 
In civilized and Christian families, even in those of minis- 
ters and some missionaries? . • » How sadly was I 
disappointed when I saw the' condition of these poor na^ 
tives among the colonists ; looked dauni upon as their in- 
feriors. A friend said to him, if they were better treated 
they ** would be insolent and saucy, and rise and cut the 
throats" of the colonists. Such is the prejudice, that 
fh^re had never been, he was told, more thim two or three 
i Intermarriages between natives and colonists. • Mission 

'schools for natives are spoken of where a hundred or two 
t'weitD taught} some were good readers, and a few had be- 
^eome preachers, Ac, of some learning and character. He 
Tinted one sdiool of twenty-five, where all were clothed 
except tlie boys under twelve, who ** wore their country 

' T^raaqMrtation is by water, or on the beads of natives 
lijhiid; they are used to pack every thing horses cany 

H^ nji, '^ I WW a few hi^ggies^ desq^ to iMk^Mli^ 
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in* They are constracted a little different from ours, har- 
ing Bhafts before and behind; with one seat, to be drawn 
•bj two natives. But I learn from the journal of an Afri- 
can emiser, written by Lieat:Bridge» of the.United States 
nayy, that he saw a bnggy there, belonging to a. mission- 
ary, who worked eight natives in it This mode of travel- 
ling is by no means common among the colonists, but they 

* are confined to the missionaries } although these vehicles 
have not, I presume, been as much used by the missionaries 
as the rocking chair, as jthey are called -r- the missionaries' 
horse.'' 

The conclusion Mr. Ball arrives at, after his apparently 
candid statements, is, ** The only way in which he should 
be willing to go to Liberia, would be in a company pro- 
« vided with some means of living in such manner, as they 
-might choose ; and in this way a reasoimble degree of com- 
fort could be secured to each fiunily, and in no other, way." 
' It will be remembered he ^speaks of ithe great need of 

* good lodging, &c., in the accUmating season. ' In the last 
Annual Report of the l^ew. York State Colonization Soci- 

\ety, it is admitted, that of one hundred emigrants sent out 
; in the Ralph Cross toBassa county, sixty have. died; it 
^is said, because the houses being prepiured for them were 

destroyed by hostile natives, and they suffered severely, in 

acclimating. • 
In the JV*. F. Colonization Journal^ for June,. is a' letter 

from an emigrant just settled in Grand Bassa, named 
» George Anderson, to the editor. He is jresolved to stay, 

and speaks well of the natural capacities of the country, 

but speaks of' inconveniences met. with, as IfoUows: 

* '^ When you have land, there being ho animal labor, you 
are forced . to plough with a hoe ; there is a scarcity, of 
provisions, so that, if a man is willing to do axJt honest 
days' work, he is not able ; he is too weak ; the natives 
'generally do not want to work, and will not. ... You 
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must proTide a driver for them, or they will not earn a 
bar (twenty-five cents) a day. American labor is scarce, 
and firom seventy-five cents to a dollar a day. • • • 
We want more population, more intelligence, and men of 
energy and perseverance ; for many come here not very 
stable-minded ; soon get discouraged. • . --• I take the 
liberty to think the great fiBtult is in the present popula- 
tion.'' His statements in regard to animal labor and food 
are corroborated by a returned emigrant, (see " Frederic 
Douglass's paper," July,) who says, most, provisions colo- 
nists can healthily use are imported, and consequently at 
times scarce. 

These facts need no comment ; the condition of the col- 
onists, as a whole, we find much as might be expected, tak- 
ing into account the difficulties by which they have been 
surrounded, and the strong colonization influence among 
ihem. 

As for the colonization plea of nationality for the col** 
ored people, we ask foreigners to become ^mericans^ and 
make the interests of the country their own ; but the col- 
ored man must bo an alien, and seek in Africa what they 
are to find here. On the same principle, we should urge 
the German back to his ^* vaterlani^\ the Norw^ian to* 
his rocky Northland, the Irish to the green isle of Erin, 
the Anglo-Saxon to England — there would be no Ameri- 
cans but the Indians. 

This plea is the ofispring of prejudice and hatred, is of- 
ten assented to without thought, but full of evil, fraught 
with woe to^ the colored people, should be repudiated by 
all, as it has been so nobly.by them. . We must learn to 
labor earnestly, and wait with invincible patience for the 
truth of Ood to break down the walls of separation man 
has built against his brother. 
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CONCLUSION. — BOTfit SIDES. 

• • • , • • • f 

We hare presented Bome charges and compIaiDts against 
the measures and plans of the American Colonization Soci- 
ety, and the sentiments and ideas of its prominent and leadr 
ing supporters. The facts and arguments brought forward 
we must leave to the thoughtful and candid attention of 
every reader. 

Although we have endeavored to give a correct view of 
the spirit and purposes of the society, it may postibty be 
objected, that sentiments of a different character, firom 
many of those we have quoted, may be found in the writ^ 
ings and addresses of colonizationists. We therefore 
present, in parallel columns, a few specimens of the two 
sides of this subject ; and if any colonizationist desires to 
do the society and its advocate fimpler justice by an en* 
largement of these varied aspects, and publish the result, 
the field is of course open to do so. 

The task would, we fear, be an unwelcome one, since ev- 
ery page of such a work would be a condemnation, and at 
the same time a striking proof of the duplicity of this as- 
sociation, and furnish the clearest and strongest evidence 
possible, either that compromising expediency had usurped 
the place of principle in the minds of its leading advo- 
cates, or that their moral vision had become so darkened 
that they nught well be termed ^ blind leaders of the 

blmd.^' ' . . 
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'^To found in Africa an 
empire of Christians and re- 
pMiams; • • • rapidly but 
legally, silently, gradually, 
to drain them off/' (Af. 
Bep. ii. 375.) 

/'At no very distant period 
we should see all the free 
colored people transferred 
to their own country ; . • • 
returning them improved in 
knowledge and civilization, 
we repay the 4ebt long due 
them.'' (Idem, i. 65, 176.) 

«Bev. Robert Pindlay, 
said, ' Could they be sent to 
Airicai • . \ vst should be 
cUared of them. We should 
send a population fartly civ- 
ilized and Christianized for 
its benefit.' " (Swm speech 
of Mr. Morehead.) 

''The undertaking of Af- 
rican colonuOktion is em- 
phatically a missionary 'un- 
dertaking.'' (Bev. Mr. Bul- 
fiocb, same •meetiiig.) 



" As a class notoriously t^ 
norant^ . . . scarcely reached 
in their debasement by the 
heavenly light" (Af. Bep. 
i. 68.) 

"Admitting that thoBcheme 
contemplates the ultimate 
abolition of slavery, yet that 
result could only be pro: 
duced by the slow and gradtir 
al operation of centuriesA 
(Idem, L 217.) 

« 

" To disclaim all attempts 
for . . . the instructioh of 
the great body of the blacks.'| 
(Speech of H. Blocker, N. Y* 
Col. Soc. 1881.) 



" Here, in the midst of us, 
exists . . • a people inferior 
and degraded, ... the dc; 
scendants of an ancestry as 
ignorant as themselves, (the 
slaves.) . . • But closely 
connected is another class^ 
less numerous, but equally de^ 
graded^ the colored freemen. 
. . . The proposal is to civ- 
ilize Africa by colonizing 
them" (Speech of Mr. More- 
head, of Ey. Col. Meeting, 
Washington, D. C, 1842.) 
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''Wiio will decide this 
qaestion in fkyor of the per- 
petual, hopeless slayery of 
•these suppliants ? • • . Mas- 
ter and slave both ask our 
aid ; our daty is the same as 
if we heard the masters of- 
fer fireedomi and saw the 
fSedling tear of the supplicat- 
ing dave.^ (Mass. Col. Soo. 
Report, 1848.) 

^ It proposes to colonize, 
with their own consent, those 
who are free, and it appeals^ 
to the humane and philan- 
thropic . • .in the name of 
all that is noble and greaf." 
(H. R. W. Thompson. Ap- 
pendix Ann. Rep. 1849.) 

" Except as a matter of 
humanity^ the white popula- 

. tion of the north have no 
direct interest in coloni- 
zation. The blacks are 

, not 8u£Scienil7 numerous to 
make their influence felt" 
(N.Am* Review on Slavery, 

Jkc^lSSl.) 



■^ 



^ In restoring them to the 
land of their fathers, it is 
not with arms in their hands 



. M We have nothing to do 
with the tfs or ands of the 
case. We take the broad 
ground that slavery has done 
Africa and the African race 
a good, a great goodJ^ (Rev» 
Joel Parker, D. D., Annual 
Meeting, Washington, 1847.) 



'^ It onfy remains then that 
Ihey be removed from the 
state ; . • • this maybe done, 
ought to be done, and done 
now: ... it is now desiror 
bUf and will soon be o&so- 
hddy necessary.^ (Memorial 
to Ya. Legislature. Indorsed 
by Am. Col. Soc. 1849.) 

" The Ohio valley has been 
selected by the black man as 
the theatre upon which the 
great battle for his rights is 
to be fought . . • The fra- 
mers of your constitution 
never designed to Africanize 
the state. Its white citizens 
will yet oppose . . . equal 
privileges." (Memorial to 
Ohio Legislature by Col* 
Agent, 1850.) 

^ EYGrj shot spent its force 
in a mass of living human 
flesh:". . ."thequan^" 
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to sabdae or expel. • ; • 
The only warfare to be anti- 
cipated is that of mind with 
mind. • • • It is the reality 
of the fable of . Valentino 
and OrsoUiin which the for* 
mer had only to use the 
stratagem dictated by frar 
temal love, and his blood- 
less conquest is sure. The 
weapons are those of civili- 
isation and Christianity.'' 
{Bidiimare Swif in pamphlet 
on colonization .and mail 
steamers.) 

" Every conceivable inter- 
est will be promoted ; civil- 
ization, commerce, religion, 
will all bo promoted by the 
transfer of the free people 
of color with their own con- 
sent from the tTuiicd States 
'4o Africa. And what inter- 
est or what population will 
*be iigured by such ixanspor- 
tation? None, none what- 
ever." (Speech of H. Clat, 
U.S. Senate, Jan. 15, 1851.) 



blood with which the field 
was drenched." . . ". • "We 
need muskets, blank car* 
tridges, field pieces, &c.'% * . 
^'. Forty native towns were 
burned to ashes V • . .and 
other extracts from accounts 
of. dealingis with natives of 
H rimilar character. - 



" I wish, with , respect to 
these poor creatares, to say 
•nothing to wound their feel- 
ings which is not warranted 
by truth and experience, and 
sad daily observation. It is 
not their fault that they ate 
a debased and degraded set, 
... more addicted to vice 
and crime and dissolute fnan- 
ners than any other portion 
of th^ people of the United 
States." (H. Clat, Annual 
Meeting at Washington, 
1851.) 



We have the wolf in sheep's clothing on one side ; on the 
other, the bold front of the fiend, wearing no disguise. In 
whatever Protean shape this iniquity may clothe itself, let 
all beware of it It is not too much to say/ that no 
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aocietXi professedly plulanthropioy exists in the world so 
bypocriticallj deceptiye and evil in its influence, so fiur as 
its power extends, as tlie American Colonization Society ; 
and should anj deem this too severe condemnation, let 
them read the following chapters, and finid other opinions, 
worthy of high regard, which coincide in many respects 
with onr own. Surely a Toice of warning and rebuke 
should go forth from pulidt and press agdnst such an 
association* 
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OPINIONS OF - FSEE PEOPLE OP COLOR 



' The Colonization * Society claims to be especially 
firiendly to the free people of color. Its advocates say 
that its plans are for their peculiar benefit, and that their 
concnrrence in those plans wpuld result in their highest 
good. 

1 1 Yet it is a significant fact, that the great migority of the 

]! colored people of our country are, and always hare been, 
-opposed to it 

; I It is said by some, that the influence of the abolitionists 

has filled their minds with uigust prejudices. It is a suf- 
ficient reply to say, that in 1817, so soon as the society 
was formed, years before the commencement of the anti- 
slavery movement, this opposition commenced. From the 

^j very beginning of its operations, the colored people saw 
clearly its spirit and purpose, and recorded their repeated 

i testimony against it Ia clear and decided language. 

I i The first public meeting of colored people in opposition 

to the scheme of colonization was held in Richmond, 
Ya., in 1817, and its proceedings were printed for dis^ 
tribution. 

Soon followed a similar meeting in Philadelphia ; and 
from that time to the present, scarcely a large gathering 

\ of colored people has taken place for the discussion of 

\ ; topics connected with their general interests without re- 
solves and addresses against the Coloniasation Society 
being approved and published. We give the resolves 
ipassed in the Philadelphia meeting, held in Betliel Church, 
January, 1817. 
Besolves, reports, and addresses from New York, Bos- 
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tOD, Baltimore, Hartford, New Haven, Xantocket, Pitts^ (I 

burg, Rochester, ProTidence, Ac, at different times, might 
be given ; but from the Philadelphia meeting, as an early 
verdict of those whom the society especially claims to 
benefit, we must pass to some of the similar expressions 
within the past two years, to show that the present ver- 
dict — after thirty-five years' knowledge of its movements 
and spirit — is the same. 

^ Whereas, our ancestors (not of choice) were the first 
successful cultivators of the wilds of America, we, their 
descendants, feel ourselves entifled to participate in the h 

blessings of her luxuriant soil, which their blood and sweat 
enriched ; and that any measure or system of measures, 
having a tendency to banish us from her bosom, would not ^i 
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only be cruel, but in direct violation of those principles 
which have been the boast of this republic. * 

** Resolved, That we view with deep abhorrence the un- 
merited stigma attempted to be cast upon the reputation 
of the free people of color by the promoters of this meas- 
ure, ' that tiiey are a dangerous and useless part of the [; 
community,' when, in the state of disfranchisement in 
which ihey live, in the hour of danger they ceased to re- 
member their wrongs, and rallied around tiie standard of 
their country. . r . 

" Resolvedf That we never will separate ourselves volun- 
tarily from the slave population of this country ; they are 
our brethren by the ties of consanguinity, suffering, and 
wrong I and we feel there is more virtue in suffering pri- 
vations with them, than fancied advantages for a season. 

"Resolved, That without arts, without science, or a proper 
knowledge of government, to cast into the savage wUds 
of Africa the free people of color, seems to us the cir- 
cuitous route by which they must return to perpetual 
bondage. 

'* JReM>/ved, That, having the strongest confidence In- the 



i, 



f 
' 1 ' 

I '■ 

1 'I 

it: 



I 






;i' 






! 



I > 

4 ' 

; ! 
. I 

J ' 



! ; 



J I 



' I 






, 1 






196 ORIGIN, CHARACTER, AND IKFLUEKCB OF 

jiistice of €h>d and the philanihropy of iho firee states, we 
cheerfully submit our destinies to the guidance of Him 
who suffers not a sparrow to &11 without his special prov- 
idence. Jas. FoR^fiBN, Chairman. 
BuBSELL Parrott, Secretary.^ 



A few only among many expressions ^f a later date can 
be given. Their sentiments are worthy the most serious 
r' attention and consideration. 
I : I At a meeting in the Belknap Street Association Rooms, 



Boston, Mass., June 22, 1847, the following among other 
resolves were unanimously passiad : — 

^ Whereas, the late efforts put forth by Bev. Heman 
Humphrey, in behalf of the American Colonization Socie- 
ty, in this city, demand notice of this meeting, composed 
of those for whose special benefit this eajNtfrtofthg lui^t^ 
Ijim was os^ennB/y organized :^^ 

** Resolved, That we do now — as We have since its ort- 

gin — protest agunst the operations of that society and 

its auxiliaries, as in direct opposition to our best hopes, 

* j I prospects, and rights, and at variance with the dictates of 

Christianity and republicanism. 

** JBesoA^ed, That we are Amerkan$ bjf birth, and firmly 

\ ^ i pledged never to leave thii land until the last shackle shall 

I foU from the limbs of the last American slave. 

H. Weedev, Chaimum. 
' E.KlAjLWt6Vf Secretary/' .^ 



In August, 1852, the American Baptbt Missionary Con- 
vention (colored ministers and delegates) met in Belknap 
Street Church, Boston. 

' * Reeolved, That this convention view with deep abhor- 
Tence the unmerited stigma cast upon the reputation ot 
the free people of color by the promoters of the Am^can 
Colonization flodety. Tliat we r^ect its inhuman and 
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barbarous position of driving ns from the land of our birth 
to one of sickness, doTastation, and death, when they igro 
unwilling to give ns a Ohristian education while ampng 
them. f 

" Besohedf That the principles and objects of the Ameri- 
can Oolonization Society are at war with the Scripture in- 
junction, 'Do unto others as ye' would that others should 
do unto you ; ' cruel, subtle, iniquitous, and devilish-^ and 
they elicit, as heretofore, our irreconcilable repugnance/' . 

Mr. W. J* Watkiks said, " If we will go three thousand 
miles from them, they will lore us with a yengeance ; .but 
if we resolve like men to maintain our rights in the land 
of our birth, — rights guarantied by the Declaration of In- 
dependence, — we call forth their intensified bate." Bev. 
Dr. Yauohn, president, said, " These sentiments and re- 
solves 'should be proclaimed on the house topd." 

A State Convention of the colored people of New York 
was held in the Capitol at Albany, through three days of 
July, 1851 ; the attendance was large and respectable, and |l.; 

topics bearing upon the interests of those assembled were ^ fji 
discussed. 

Resolves against the Colonization Society were passed, 
and a committee brought in a report on the subject, adopt- 
ed unanimously, after interesting and able discussions* 
We extract as follows 2 — 

"And to tell us that we cannot rise to a standard of 
high moral, social, and intellectual elevation with the t] 
white man of this country, throws no damper of timidity [; 
over our exertions and resolute perseverance to pursue 
the attainment of these objects with the indomitable spirit 
of Americans struggling for American rights." 

Were these noble sentiments uttered by oppressed Mag- 
yars, what a high respect would be expressed I what a thrill ! 
of deep feeling would run through every, heart I They |j 

continue:— • • f; 
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^ Have we not many things to encourage tis? Have we 
not, even amid all depriyations and dangers, slowly, yet 
Meadily, made advances in the improvement of our moral 
condition and mental acquirements ? The darkness of the 
past, the dawning light and development of the present, 
and the bright, hopeful future, all inspire us with confi* 
deuce to go onward, aiming upward, trusting in the will 
of Providence, and the growing moral sentiment of the 
American people, that the withheld rights of a portion of 
that people will, sooner or later, be bestowed iq)on.them. 
• • ' • We must express our happy pleasure at the fail- 
ure of the Colonization Society of tiiis state to obtain, at 
-the recent session of the legislature, an appropriation of 
ten thousand dollars a year, for two years/' 

Alluding to the ''bold scheme'' of African mail steam- 
ers proposed in Congress, — 

''Nothing said, of course, about bringing them (Emi- 
grants) back^ should they dislike the country or find the 
hot climate iigurious to health'^lEmd life ; for, once there, they 
^ mmt remain. Let it not be si&id hone desire to return. 
'We have proof to the contrary. The object is to get you 
out of the country by suasion and possibflity, if it can be 
done ; but not to bring you back under any circumstances 
whatever. «^ « • Fellow-citizens, let no fascinating in- 
ducements — no eloquent rhetoric*^ no eulogistic encomi- 
ums of Liberia draw you into the snares of your dear, phil- 
anthn^ne, expatriating friends; but By every means in 
your power, while you do nothing intentionally detriment- 
^\ al to the development and evangelization of Africa, by 
opposing any men or body of men who choose to emigrate 
there or elsewhere, under other influences than the Coloni- 
sation Society^ battle against this subtle scheme and cor- 
luptioni at aU times, and under all circumstances." . 

The report also condemn^ the readiness of the Liberi- 
aas to be represented by awhite American at Washing. 
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ton, if their independence can be recQgniied hj the gov- f . ! 

ernment, as ** an inglorious n^otiation.'' Wx. H. TopP| 
of Albany, president of the Conyention, A. G. Beemani of 
New Haven, Wm. Rich, of Troy, J. IL Williams, of Alba^ 
nj, rice presidents. 

. On the 14ih of January, 1852; a State- Convention of the 
colored people of Ohio met in the Union Baptist Church ,^ • 

in Cincinnati, continuing. its sessions for five days* The i j 

attendance was large, the discussions earnest and able. 
Letters were received from Hon. Horace HanU; Cassius 
M. Clay, Hon. Charles Durkee, of Wis.^ Hon. X. S. Towns- 
hend, of 0., and others. Various topics were discussed, 
but those of far greatest interest were African .coloniza- 
tion, and a proposal in favor of emigration en masse to 
some part of this continent. The discussions .continued 
through an entire day on these subjects; and when the 
>vote was taken on flie colonization question, only two 
voted in favor of the society ; and on emigration, the vote I 
•stood four to one against the scheme. The large church 
was constantly crowded,* and a deep interest manifested. 
The resolv^ on colonization and emigration were as fol- * 1 
lows: — - . ' , I 

" Resolved, That we believe the primary, secondary, and [ 
'.ultimate object of the American Colonization Society is f 
the exportation of the free people of color, from the FniV 
ied States, and thereby to render slave property more se- 
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cure and valuable. We do therefore condemn uncondi- [ 

tionally the society and .its advocates.'' (Adopted.) [; 

" Resolved, That, in the voluntary emigration of the col- 
ored people of the United States, we see the only relief 
frdm'^the oppressions of the American people, and we be- 
lieve the concentration of the colored race at some point ;, 
on the continent will react favorably upon the insti tution | 
of fiiavery.'' (Rejected.) /^"^^ | 
'- . John M. LanostoKi of Lorain, presidwit yB.^r ^ \ 
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Mercer, T. H. Clark, W. M, Nelson, of Hamilton, socro* 
taries. 

At a meeting in Rochester, X* Y., in Ford Street Baptist 
Chnrch, Augost 9, 1852,— 

** Besolved, That the scheme of the Colonization Society: 
was concocted for expatriating the free colored people, 
thereby tending to perpetuate slarerj, and involving, in 
itself every thing inimical to their interests ; and, as such, 
it cannot be too strongly deprecated or too vehemently 
opposed. 

" Resolved, That it is the right and duty of every colored 
man to remain in this country, and use every possible 
effort for the overthrow of slavery. 

W. HooBE, Chairman. 

Wir. 0. Nell, Secrrfory.^ 



In New Bedford, Mass., at a meeting in Third Christian 
Church, October 11, 1852,— _ 

^ Resalvedf That we reiterate our oft-expressed and nn* 
\ |. changed opinion against that iniquitous handmaid of sla- 
very, the American Colonization Society, whether it appears 
imder the auspices of its hypocritical and anti-Christian 
supporters, or receives the countenance and advocacy of 
professed friends. In our judgment, the principles of the 
society are one and inseparable ; and, believing they are 
based upon a prejudice against our cqlor, as such we hold 
them in utter detestation. 

W. H. Woods, Prerideni. 

B. C. JoHNSONi Secrdary!^ 

In July, 1852, a meeting was held in Baltimore, of dele- 
gates from the city and different sections of the state, in. 
which, after warm discussion and much excitement, re- 
solves were passed for examination of the different foreign 
localities for emigration, giving preference to Liberia, and 
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also in favor of efforts for elevation at home. The excite- ;'{ 

ment, it would seem, grew out of the alleged fact that the rjH 

meeting was called in such manner as not to be known to \\ ' 

the colored people of the city ; and a few days after they 
held a large meeting, and issued an address, tmanimousfy 
declaring that the late conventioni ^ claiming, as it did^to ^ 

be composed of delegates from city abd country, so far as t[^ 

the city was concerned, tdne tenths of them knew nothing / 
what was being done in their name ; that it was gotten 
up by a few individuals ; the proceedings known to but 
few of our people ; hence the excitement among them when 
they became generally known." They say they are not 
opposed to vduhtary emigration, " but did not at any time 
elect delegates to the so called Colored Colonization Con? I j 

vention ; and declare that we gave said delegates no au- [ j 

thority whatever to represent the views and feelings of our (I 

people. * Philip Scott, President* f;^ 

Jas. Qrat, Secretary^ 
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In 1850, a few colored people in New York formed a 
society, called the " New York and Liberia Agricultural 
and Emigration Society,'' to cooperate with the Coloniza- 
tion Society. Colonization journals reported this society 
far and wide as an evidence of growing readiness of col- (' 

ored people to go to Liberia. At a meeting held in Abyssin- { \ 

ian Baptist Church, New York, January 13, 1851, Bev. J. {\ 

F. Raymond, president, a resolve, passing " unqualified con- [ j 

demnation" upon the association, was passed. At the 
same meeting, letters were read from two colored men, 
chosen vice president and treasurer of the association, say- 
ing such choice was without their knowledge, and they 
should not act, one declaring himself an enemy to it. In H 

a few months, the colonizationists themselves were obliged \ 

to advertise its president as dishonest. Considerable ii 

money was collected by various devices ; one colored man i 
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and &inilj went to Liberia ; no other person, we beliere, 
. or possibly one ; and the whole affair proved a misera- 
ble failore. The colored people condemned it also in Al- 
bany, at a convention, and thus set the seal of their repro- 
bation upon a wretched abortive project to draw them 
into a connection with the Colonization Society. 

Occasionally a colored man is in favor of the plans 
of the society, and in a few instances meetings of col- 
ored people have expressed similar opinions; but such 
instances have been -rare, and the meetings not com- 
posed of the more intelligent and clear-sighted part of 
the colored people ; not gatherings, the discussions in 
which showed that earnest feeling, that eloquence and 
ability, found in the many large assemblies in which the 
whole scheme has been exposed and condemned. The 
colonization journals, full of professed regard to the col- 
ored man, give no full and accurate accounts of these 
meetings ; merely a passing allusion. Often not even that. 
The meeting in Baltimore alluded to, in which resolves 
l\ i fieivoring Liberia were passed, was fully reported in the 

JV*. y. ColonizaHon Journal ; the meeting held soon after, 
repudiating their doings, not reported a< ofl^ so far as a dil- 
ligent search enables us to find. Why cannot journals 
professing regard for the colored people &irly report 
their views on this subject, and reasons for those views ? 
We forget, probably, that they attend only to the exchuwe 

\ object of the society, and cannot, of course, run into these 

\ I topics. 

At a meeting in Albany, January 20 and 21, 1852, Bev. J. 
W. C. PsmmroTON, chairman, an ad^ess to the people of 
the United States, byDn. J. HoCunb Smrft, was adopted 
— an able refutation of Ck>vemor Hunt's statements and 
views in &v6r of an appropriation to the Colonization-So- 
ciety, by the state legislature, in his message of 1851r-2. 
The address says^ — 
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** We feci and know these animadversions misrepresent 
our condition and prospects, and are unwilling they should 
mould the public opinion in regard to us. • • • While |l 
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we yield to none in respect for his officoi that very respect 
will not allow us to silently permit his exercise of it to be jf 

used for our detriment. • • • We are not ' debarred ^' 

from all participation in public employment ; ' in proper- i, 

tion to our attainment, and efforts to secure the same, we j 

obtain and hold public employment . • • Colored 
men hold office in the gift of the people in Essex county, 
in this state, and have refused office in Oneida ; have been 
nominated, and received a fair share of votes for high 
offices ; and if they have failed of being elected, it may, 
perhaps, be attributed less to their demerits than to the 
peculiar avidity and denial of self with which. our white 
fellow-citizens seek such encumbrances. • ; • If we 
are rejected from most of the institutions of learning and 
religion, it is from influences apart from our complexion, 
mid from wUhwd the state. In 1837, 1839, and 1843, when |;j 
colored youth, duly qualified, were rejected from equal 
privileges in the Protestant Episcopal Theological Semi- 
nary in this state, ... the bishop gave as a reason 
for such rejection, the fear of a commotion in the church 
at the south. In 1846, when a colored student, duly qual- 
ified, was presented for admission to the College of Physi- 
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cians and Surgeons of New York city, he was denied ad- | , 
mission, on account of anticipated opposition of students ' ! 
from the slave states. In the aututnn of 1851, when a j ! 
colored student had been proi^ii^d admission into the med- 
ical school at Albany, he was rejected, on account of the 
opposition of a medical student from the south. In all 
^ these instances, the professors of these institutions expressed 

with profound regret that their pecuniary dependence 
upon southern students was , the sole reason for making a 
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rejection repugnant to their own feelings and local opin* 
ions. Hence it appears, that southern young men, arro- 
gating to themselres the title of gentlemen, who in infancy 
had drawn nutriment from the breasts of black mothers, 
(as nurses,) the cost of whose bringing up, nay7l;he very 
clothes upon whose backs, are paid for by the unrequited 
labor of black men and women, have come into the free 
State of New York, and succeeded in closing those seats 
of learning to colored men, in order to make capital for 
slavery out of the ignorance of free people of color. And 
so far from these exclusions being arguments against that 
portion of freedom which has been vouchsafed to us, they 
are palpable proofs of the chains which the south has 
forced upon men of science and sanctity in this state. 
• • • Ohurches are breaking away slowly; Catholics 
have no colored churches ; the Presbyterian Union Theo- 
logical Seminary is open; the Baptists are more lib- 
eral. . '• • The governor "says, * We are governed by 
^i| laws we have no share in framing;' . • • now four 
fifths of us can vote. • .. . We had labored under the 
impression that the governor occupied a position not un- 
important in relation to the framing of laws ; and we would 
respectfully submit, touching the present incumbent, wheth- 
er the fitct that he was elected to that o£Gice by the vote 
of colored men in King's county, cast for him in belief of 
i a liberality of sentiment on his part touching the Fugitive 

>y ! Slave Law, should not have left a more lively, if not a 
y. more grateful, impression upon his memory. (Governor 
H.'s majority was only two hundred and fifty.) ... 
Colored men through the state are fSeurmers, blacksmiths, 
engineers, shoemakers, carpenters, merchant tailors, clergy- 
men, teachers, editors, physicians, ^ . • . • New York, 
Williamsborg, and BrooUyn have a third of the colored 
population of the state ; and in those cities they have, at 
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^ Contrast \«dth these statistics the assertion of HoK. E. MoLane, at the 
onniial meeting in 1849, at Washington. ** In the free states we shall find the 
free blacks going down lower and lower. In New York, who can deny that the 
race has gone down each year socially, politically, and in numbers ? * where such 
beautifVil erldences of Utilisation smile upon us, and so many spires point to 
heayen.'* 
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low estimates, invested in business carried on by themselves ' 

eight hundred and thirty-nine thousand dollars, and own 

in real estate, deducting encumbrances, one million one hun* 

dred and sixty thousand dollars. Twenty years ago they 

held in the same cities, in real and personal property and |! ; | 

business investments, eight hundred and sixty-one thousand 

dollars, and have since increased in population twenty-five 

per cent., and in wealth one hundred per cent., while the 

proportion of deaths in 1821 was one in twenty-two ; in 

1845, one in forty-one. • • » Proportion of scholars 

in schools about the same as the whites.* 

" The only statistics the governor gives are a decrease, as 
per census from 1840 to 1850, of two thousand ytnd ninety. I \ \ 

The census is quite inaccurate ; one of the marshals made 
no separate account of the many colored people in Wil- 
liamsburg ; but, granting it correct, the census of Mont: 
gomery county showed a decrease in ten years of three jj 

thousand nine hundred and five. Why does he not recom- 
mend their colonization in view of this decrease ? . . • 
We protest against such appropriations, because the Colo- • 
nization Society is. a gigantic fraud, professing to love, 
while it systematically encourages hate ; . • • profess- 
ing to liberate the slave, while it binds more firmly the ||: 
fetters of the inthralled." \ 

Soon after a visit of Rev. J. B. Pinnet to Syracuse, 
N. Y., and the formation of a County Colonization Socio- / 
ty there, a meeting of the colored people was held, (March 
18, 1853,) and resolves passed unanimously ,^after interest* 
ing addresses by Messrs. Yashon, Keene, Loguen, and 
others. • 
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I " Resolved, That our abhorrence of the scheme of African 

I • colonization is not in the slightest degree abated ; that we 
recognize in it the most intense hatred of the colored race, 
clad in the garb of pretended philanthropy ; and that we 
r^;ard the revival of colonization societies in varions 
sections of the Union, and the expulsion of colored citizens 
firom Delaware, Indiana, and Iowa, and more recently from 
Illinois, as kindred manifestations of a passion fit only for 
demons to indulge in. 

** Resolved, That we have heard with the deepest regret 
of the formation of a colonization society in our own 
county of Onondaga ; but that, even in view of this sad 
event, we have reason to congratulate ourselves on the 
fact, that the great majority of its members are of a char- 
acter so generally and definitely known as to raise doubts 
i; with reference to the real benevolence of an association 
thus constituted.'^ 

At a meeting in Providence, R. I., April 27, 1868, it 
was 

^Resolved, That the colonization scheme, ever false and 
uigust, because e2d8ting and persisting in error and ii^jos- 
tice, is no less entitled to our uncompromising condemna- 
tion and contempt, because it makes prominent the false 
plea that it is the Chrbtianizing and civilizing of Africa 
. f I . that impels them to efibrt^ 

' ']' ^ In Ohio, the colored people held meetings repeatedly, 
^ to express their feelings against the action of Mr. Ohristy, 

^^ . the colonization agent, whose memorials, Ac, we have 
alluded to. ' 

Li Columbus, Jan. 29, 1849, a large meetbg in one of 
the churches declared the object of the society to be the 
removal of free colored persons, that slaves might be more 
secure ; that they viewed the memorial of Mr. Christy to 
the legislature as against their interests; and its' author as 
iSUtt '^ isweterate tnemjfJ' 
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At an onthusiastio meeting, held in the same charch, 
(Second Baptist,) Feb. 8, 1851, to ** take into consideration 
a memorial recently presented to the legislature by the 
Ohio committee of correspondence of tho American Colo- 
nization Society,'' the statement of said memorial, that 
some of the colored people of Ohio were prepared to go to 
Liberia, and many were investigating the subject, was de- 
clared unfounded in fact ;''..." prejudicial to their 
peaceably eigoying their homes and social and religious 
privileges here ; '' and it was 

" Resolved, That such men as X. L. Bice, David Christy, 
and their coac^utors, are avowed friends of slavery and 
slaveholders, • • • ready to obey the mandates of 
slavery in the social circle, at the ballot box, in the pulpit, 
and therefore seek the expulsion of the free colored peo- 
ple, to make slave property more secure and valuable. 

John Booker, Chairman. 
' J. PoiNDEXTEB, Secretary J^ 

At a State Convention, January 19, 1853, the following 
strong and clear expression of opinion was adopted : — 

"Resolvedj That we regard the American Colonization 
Society as one of* our worst enemies — in that, while it 
professes philanthropy, in one breath it says to the north, 
' It tends to rid us gradually of slavery,' — to the south, 
'Into our account the question of emancipation does not 
enter at all,' — to the east, ' Every emigrant is a missiona- 
ry,' &c., — and to the west, ' The free blacks are a nui- 
sance, scarcely reached in their debasement by the heaven- 
ly light.' We feel that to encourage such a society, how- 
ever Christian its professions^ would be unchristian ; or to 
countenance any bill in the state or national legislature, 
appropriating money to fon^ard its objects, would be not 
only unconstitutionaJ, but self-degrading. 

A. J, Gordon, President J* 
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j A resolve was also passed againclt ''Oaishing's Bill/' 

I At a meeting in the Union Baptist Ohurch, Cincinnati, 

J ' Feb. 4, 1853,— 

I *^ Resolved^ That we are opposed to the whole scheme of 

^ colonization, as presented by the society, and to'colonissa* 
'i Hon itseli^ so &r as it applies to the removal of the free 
e i people of color to Liberia or any portion of Africa. • / '* 
*" Resolved, That we believe there is no real conflict of 
interest between the white and colored races of this conn» 
• try." 

I A national convention of the free people of color was 

held in Corinthian Hall, in Rochester, N* Y., the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th of July, 1853 ; delegates from different states 
were present, the discussions were conducted with much 
ability and interest, and the large and beautiful hall (capa- 
blcL of containing eighteen hundred persons) was filled in 
the evening sessions. We give some of the expressions 
touching the colonization movemebt. Other subjects con- 
nected with the welfare of <he colored people and of our 
country were also discussed. 
' I The address to the colored people of the United States, 

prepared by Frederic Douglass, chairman of the com- 
mittee chosen for that purpose, says, -^ 
^ We ask that no appropriations whatever, state or na- 
I ! Uonal, be granted to the colonization scheme. We would 
I ; have our right to leave or remain in^the United States 
\ : placed above legislative interference.'' 
^ V The following is one of the resolves on the subject : — 
I • . ** JBesoA^eil; That, as for the Colonization Society, we have 
j ! no sympathy with it ; we have long since made up our 
I { minds to plant our trees on American soil, and repose be- 
neath their shade.'' 

Extracts from Beport of Committee op ' Colonization, 

Bev. J. W. C. Pennington, chairman : -T-* . ^ 

^ Your committee cannot report any change in the poll* 
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cy and spirit of the American Cohntzatian Party. That 
party is still oar traducer ; there are honorable ezceptionSi 
but what we have said is true of the party. • • • 
None of that party are abolitiofiists, and although some of 
them profiss to be antislavery, yet they never utter a word 
of rebuke to the slaveholders. . . . We do not be- 
lieve the party has increased numerically. It has appeared 
to increase ; that is a part of its policy. . . . We de* 
mur to the claims of bonajide independence on the part of 
Liberia, because the colonization party in this countryi 
several of the slave states, and proslavery individuals, 
still exert a controlling influence over its territory J' 

Dr. Pennington said, "He felt degraded, scandalized, 
that President Roberts, of Liberia, should come over here 
to be made a tool of by the Colonization Society ; that 
he should come to a government for aid known as an 
enemy of the colored race." This was said in allusion to 
a visit to this country, by President Roberts, a few years 
since. 

It is worthy of remark, that Rev. R. R. Gubley, a well- 
known colonizationist, was present at some of the sessions 
of this meeting, and was alluded to by name ; but although 
amidst those whom the society to which he is attached pro- 
fesses especially to benefit, such was the feeling manifested, 
that at a meeting called by him at the City Hall, during 
one of the evenings of the convention, only some twenty-five 
persons were present, and the meeting adjourned — some 
of that number going to Corinthian Hall, to report to the 
large and intelligent audience of citizens and delegates 
with which it was filled. 

Similar resolves, passed at Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Chi- 
cago, and other places, might be given, but these must 
suffice. Did the limits or purpose of this work allow, it 
would be matter of extreme interest to give proofs of the 
improvement of the colored people in our country, and of 
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instances of marked ability and character among them, 
quite contradictory to the ideas of their condition given 
by leadings cplonizationists, as well as evidences that the 
prejudice is yielding to the power of truth — although, 
of comrse, this is a gradual process^ as must be evei^ 

change in old opinions. 

-Tliese earnest an$ intelligent testimonials, repeatedly 
given, are striking evidences of the real character of this 
professed '^ benevolent scheme." 
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OPINIONS OP CLARKSON, WILBERPORCE, AND 

OTHERS. 
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The names appended to the protest which follows aro : ; 
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well known ias those of some of the eminent philanthro- 
pists of England — men whose character stands hjgh, and 
whose good deeds are known of all. 

So frequent is the intercourse becoming between one 
nation and the other, that a free interchange of opinion in 
regard to great questions vital to the happiness of two ji' 

great nations, an unrestricted exchange of kind and faith- 
ful warning and rebuke, cannot but be beneficial to both. I ^| 

A word in regard to the circumstances which led to the ; ' 

protest, and also how the excellent letter of that great j j 

and good man, Tmouab Clabk&ok, was written. In 183Q, 
Eluot Cbe^sok, of Philadelphia, a distinguished coloniza- 
tionist, visited England, and for nearly three years, while 
there, sought to. enlist leading philanthropists and the 
popular feeling in behalf of the American Colonization 
Society, by representing its great object to be the aboli- 
tion of slavery. In 1833, Wm. Lloyd Garrison also vis- 
ited England, and repeatedly invit3d Mr. Cresson to dis- 
cuss the merits of the Colonization Society, which he al- ' 
ways refused to do. At a meeting held in Rev. Mr. Prince's 
chapel, Devonshire Square, London, by Mr. Garrison, Mr. 
Cresson, who was present, refused to hold a discussion in 
the chapel, which was freely offered for the purpose, but 
offered to lecture there. After repeated efforts, he formed 
a colonization society, at a meeting in London, of only 
about one hundred and twenty persons, to which such men 
as T. F. Buxton, James Cropper, Mr. Macaulay, and Mr. 
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O'Connell, the real friends of African civilization, wero 
not invited. Soon after, a member of Parliament sent Mr. 
Garrison duplicate copies of the protest, which, coming 
.from sach men, destroyed the influence of the society, 
which never had from that time more than a " name to 
Kve.^' 

Many other able and interesting testimonials against 
the society from England could be given, did space allow. 

While in England, in 1833, Mr. Garrison had an inter- 
view with Mr. Clarkson, who was then much in favor of, 
the American Colonization Society, through Mr. Oresson's 
representations. The interview had no effect at the time 
in changing his mind ; but, in 1840, this letter was sent, 
and is especially of interest, as being the result of his ovm 
reflections and examinations, with littie personal inter- 
course with Imy American on the subject 

The opinions and sentimente of these documents^ inde- 
pendent of the sources from whence tiiey came, are WQrthy 
the most serious consideration. " 
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PROTEST^ 

We the undersigned, obserring with regret that the 
American Colonization Society appears to be gaining 
some adherents in this coimtry, are desirous to express 
our opinions respecting it. 

Our motive and excuse for thus coming forward are the 
claims which the society has put forth to antislavery sup- 
port. The opinions are, in our opinion, wholly ground- 
less ; and we feel bound to affirm that otar deliberate judg- 
ment and conviction are, that the professions made by the 
Colonization Society, of promoting the abolition of sla- 
very, are altogether delusive. 

As far as the mere colony of Liberia is; concerned, it 
has, no doubt, the advantages of other trading establish- 
ments. In this sense, it is beneficial both to Africa and 
America ; and we cordially wish it well. We cannot, 
however, refrain from expressing our strong opinion, that 
it is a settlement of which the United States ought to bear 
the whole cost. We never required of that country to as- 
sist us in Sierra Leone : we are enormously burdened by 
our own connection with slavery; and we do maintain that 
we ought not to be called on to contribute to the expenses 
.of a colony, which, though no doubt comprising some ad- 
vantages, was formed chiefly to indulge the preji^ices of 
American slaveholders, and which is regarded with aver- 
sion by the colored population of the United States. 

Widi regard to the extinction of the slave trade, we ap- 
prehend that Liberia, however good the intentions of its 
supporters, will do little or nothing toward it, except on 
the extent of its own territory. The only effectual death 
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i blow to the accursed traffic will be a destruction of sla- 
I very ihroaghoat the world. To the destruction of slavery 
; throughout the world, we are compelled to say, that we 
j believe the Oolonization Society to be an obstruction. 
i Our objections to it are therefore briefly these •—. while 

j we believe its pretexts to be delusive, we are convinced 
that its real effects are of the most dangerous nature. It 
! takes its root from a cruel prejudice and alienation in the 
] whites of America against the colored people, slave or 
I free. This being its source, the effects are what might be 
•j expected ; that it fosters and increases the spirit of caste, 
already so unhappily predominant; that it widens the 
breach between the two traces ; exposes the colored peo- 
ple to great practical persecution, in order to force them 
to emigrate ; and, finally, is calculated to swallow up and 
divert that feeling which America, as a Christian and a 
free country, cannot but entertain, that slavery is alike in- 
compatible with the law of God^and with the well being 
i of man, whether the enslaved or the enslaver. 

On these grounds, therefore, and while we acknowledge 
the colony of Liberia, or any other colony on the coast of 
Africa, to be t» itself 9k good thing, we must be understood 
utterly to repudiate the principles of the American Colo- 
. luzation Society. That society is, in our.estimatioui not 
{ deserving the countenance of the British public. 



? \ • WiL Smith, S. Lubhinoton, M. P., 

Zaobart MacaulaTi Thob. Fowell Buxton, 

t WiL EvANSi M. Pi James Orofpea, 

Samuel Gubnst, William Allen, 



GsoBcn Stephen, Daniel O'Oonneli^ H. P. 
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LETTER FROM THOMAS OLABKSON TO Wllr 

LIAM LLOYD GARRISON. 
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Dear Sib: 

When you 3m9 in England on a former occasion, joa 
did me the favor to call upon me at Playford Hall, to take 
a part against the " Colonization Society." Long before 
this visit, my friend Mr. Elliot Cresson had engaged me 
in its favor, so that I fear that I did not show yon the atten- 
tion and respect (while yon was at my house) due to so 
&ithfal an apostle of liberty. You have lately been in 
England again ; but your numerous engagements prevented 
you from seeing me, though it was your intention to hav6 \\ 
done so, and to have conversed with mo on the same sub- 
ject I understand from your friends in London, who sent 
me a message to that effect, that you wished to know the |; 
particular rcsLsons why I changed my mind with respect to j 

that society. I have no objection to give you a short ao- < ! 
count of the reasons which induced me to enter into it, 
and finally to abandon it 

My attention was first drawn to this subject by Mr. El- 
liot Cresson, who said that there was at that moment an 
almost universal desire in the people of the United States 
to abolish slavery and the slave trade, and that he and they 
had a plan for this purpose. The plan was, to emancipate 
all those then in bondage there, and* to send them to 
Africa, the land of their fathers, where they were to buy 
land and form colonies on the principle of civilizing the 
natives there, of teaching them Christianity, and otprevent* 
ing the slave trade in their immediate neighborhood, as 
well as of trying to put an end to it in other parts, wher- 
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4 ever fheir influence might reach. This desire or disposi- 
1 fion in the American people to accomph'sh so glorious a 
I work was, he said, almost universal. It was not confined 
1 to the clergy, or persons of superior intellect or high 
j moral character, but it extended through the vcu'ious 
• classes of society, even to the planters thenisdves^ who were 
I then deeply convinced of the sin of holding their feUou)- 
1 creatures as slaves^ so that slaves for transportation might 
\ be bought for JS7 10s. each, (the sum calculated to pay 
their passage.) Many masters were so convinced of the 
sin of slavery f that they would emancipate, and were then 
emancipating, their slaves for nothing ; that is, without any 
pecuniary consideration, or on iliQ condition only that they 
should be sent to Africa, and comfortably provided for 
there. Upon this universally prevalent disposition, the Colo- 
nization Society was founded, and a district, to be called 
Liberia, on the western coast of Africa, was fixed upon for 
the purpose. This was the account given me by my friend 
Mr. Cresson ; and I own that I was overcome with joy, and 
carried away by it I thought it was one of the sublimest 
plans ever devised. Here the two great evils of slavery 
and the slave trade were to be done away at one and the 
same time in the United States. But that circumstance 
which astonished me the most was, that there should have 
broken out all at once, and over the iohde land, such a sun* 
shine of benevolent feeling ; that men l^hould suddenly, 
and all at once, have given up long^tablished customs 
and the rooted prejudices of ages ; and that the hardened 
hearts of planters should have been all at once melted and 
softened, and their consciences so smitten as to have ao- 
knowledged slaveholding to be a sin, for which they were 
anxious to make reparation at a great sacrifice, namely, the 
free emancipation of their slaves. These feelings, on the 
part of the American people, were not to be accounted for 
qpon any ordinary prbic^ple^ I thought that nothing but 
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tiie ^lirit of God could have worked such a miracle, and 
tint, if it was his will that tho blessing of freedom should 
come to American slaves through the means of the Colo- 
nization Society, we were bound most thankfully to accept 
tbo boon, iiy astonishment was so great at this miracu- 
lous change of things, that I questioned my friend 'iSr. 
CressoD, over and over aginn, if his account was not exag- 
gerated. Ho replied, always, that it was strictly true. 
And these were the reasons why I patronized the society 
is the very beginning of its formation. 

I began now to think very seriously on what had been, 
at diETercnt times, related to me on this subject ; and, firet, 
liow such an immense work was to be accomplished. 
.Nearly tico miUions and a half of slaves were stated to 
be then in the United States, and all these were to be 

meported to Africa. It struck me that no private fiinds 
feould be collected by Mr. Cresson, either in England or 

America, sufficient for this purpose ; that it was, in fact, 
and ought to bo, a gOTemment work ; and I told him my 
fears that he would never accomplish his object. He told 
me, in reply, that, besides subscriptions by individuals, the 
different states in the Union would each give its quota of 
money towards it, sufficient to transport all the slaves 
within its own district or boundaries. Ho then showed 
me one or two American newspapers, in which it appeared 
that one of the states — Virginia, I think — had already 
promised a very large sum, some tho^lsa^ds of dollars, to the 
work ; and he believed that the rest of the states would 
follow the example. Thus my fears were quieted, as they 
related to this part of the subject. I do not know whether 
Virginia has to this day fulfilled her promise. 

On going more deeply into this subject, new ideas rose 

up to my mind. I began to think, that if the slaves in the 

United States amounted to the immense number reported, 

with the population every day inoreasing by birth, no man 
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'then Iwing might see this good work brought to an end ; 
and that, during aU this time; that is, daring their transpor- 
tation,' all the horrors of slavery would be going on 
among those who were left behind. I determined, there- 
fore, to satisfy myself on this point ; and therefore, when 

. j I saw my friend Mr. Cresson next, I inquired what was 
the then state of Liberia ; how many emancipated persons 
had been already imported into it, and what was the num- 
ber annually expected to be brought into it. I gathered 
from him, as fiEur as I can now recollect, that between two 
and three thousand had already come into it, and that 
more were on their way thither ; but that, if I Waited a 
little time longer, he could give me a better answer. 1 
accordingly waited for some months, when I found that 
the recruits began to come in mwJi more slotdy than before^ 
and that, judging by the last importations, or the number 
then imported in a given time, I could not expect that 
more than one thousand, or fifteen hundred, or at the most 
two thousand emancipated slaves could be then counted 
upon to he sent annually into Liberia, This alarmed me, and 
I began to think that some difficulties had occurred in the 
way of the emigration ; either that ikejunds toere then not 
equal to the transportation of more, or that more could not 
be procured. Jfot mare than tvxi thousand^ at most^ could be 
expected to be brought into the colony in a year ; whereas 
not less than one thousand per day should have been sent 

I .\ . to that and other parts of the continent of Africa, to get 
rid of a population of between two and three millions in 
any reasonable time. No person, if Mr. Cresson's plan 
were followed up in such a dow and lingering manner, could 
hope to see the extinction of slavery in the United States 
in less than five hundred years, if at all. Nor could they 
take off, by such a slow process, even the rising generation 
88 they were born. Nor, if the American government 
Wttre to take the plan into their own hands, could they, im 
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any rtattmeliU time, occompllxb tlio work, woro tlioy even 
to give to tho project every skiSing of that ntrplus rmmue 
tn thtir trtatury, and tmjJoy Iheir whole may in the transpor- 
taiiim of thosr people, tAkbg in the rising generations, and 
all the dilBcul^OH which wonld occur. Even they, the 
American government, could not accomplisli it in less than 
fifty yoars. I considered, therefore, Mr. Crcsson's plan, 
so far 08 related to the removal of these nnhappy people, 
Of imprtKikable within tho lifetime of any man then living, 
and I told him so repeatedly ; but I could never get a sat- 
isfactory answer from him, nor can any satisfactory answer 
ever be given to show that the Gcbeme is practicable ; and 
this ought to weigh with those who, if this society etill 
exists, have a daire to enter into it. Let such persona, more- 
over, consider that this society has already existed, I be- 
lieve, for eight or nine years, and that there is not a slave 
less in the United States nota than when they began their work. 
Indeed, notwithstanding all their efforts, during aU this time, 
there arc many hundreds of IhoMands more, in consequence 
of the increase of population, than when the plan was first 
proposed ; the slave population, according to the best ac- 
counts, amounting now to nearly three rniSioTis. And I may 
6uy further, that if this society etill exists, it is criminal ; 
for to hold out tliat their echeme would produce the entire 
extinction of slavery in America, (and this was hold out, with 
an inconceivable obstinacy,) what was it, or what is it, 
but to delude the public as well as themselves, and to 
teach people to rely upon this one measure ? whereas, if 
their scheme had never been proposed, they vxmld have 
been looHng out for some other remedy or cure. 

But I began to have other fears, as I looked into the 
fiubjcct further, from a very different view of it. I began 
to qaestion, whether the persons to be sent out were the 
proper persons to found a neu) colony in an unciuilized parf of 
the vxirld, and whether they would not do more Aorm thm 
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good. The natiyes of Africa, besides being called upon to 
abolish the slave trade in their own territory, were to be 
improved in their morals^ to be dmlized, to be Christianized ; 
bat uxredocoes newly emancipated fit persons to carry on such 
a work? And yet, by the scheme, such, and such alone, 
\ except the officers, were to be employed in it. The scheme 
had reference only to those who were then slaves^ and who 
were to be made free on the occasion; that is, just before the 
sailing of the vessels which were to convey them to their 
new homes. Now, it is obvious that, if these people were 
to be sent to Liberia and other parts of the same continent, 
they would go there with all the vices of slavery upon their 
heads. Thefty lying, prevarication, and trickery of every 
kind are the characteristics of a slave, brought on inevi- 
tably by the vicious system under which he had been 
i obliged to live. To this are to be added the brutal and 
I superstitious notions which such people must have ; their 

wants of education and of any knowledge of civilized 
life ; but, above all, their want of any moral principle to 
guide them, and their total ignorance of Go^ and religion. 
I Now, I did not think that people of this description were 
f- fit to be sent to Africa, to form a pattern colony for the im- 
j itation of the natives there ; for they were not persons of a 

1 pattern conduct themselves. These were my thoughts upon 

I this part of my subject, and I mentioned them several 

' . times to Mr. Cresson. He said that hitherto he had taken 
' \ all the care he could to make a selection, but admitted 
; • ' that one hundred and twenty of this description had come 
i into Liberia amongst the last importations. He candidly 

confessed that he did not see how he could help himself on 
a future occasion. Indeed, he spoke only the truth ; for 
^ the scheme rdated only to those who were then in bondage, ejii 

who, as soon as ever they were emancipated, (however unfit 
I fhey might be,) were to be the component part8ii>f the new 

] eoldnies in Afiica. .- ; Jt : , \ ; : 
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YoQ will Bee in thia mrr&tive my reasooa for patron- 
[ falng at first the Amcriciin Coloaization Sooietf, aud my 
[ reoBODB, also, for having afterwards deserted it. I left it, . 
I first, because it was entirdy impracticable. This is & sii^ 
[ cimf reason of itself; for no man in his BenBcs would pur* 
e a plaa which he tliought could never be accomplished. 
I left it, secondly, because I thought that newlyejnancipated 
slaTcs were not qualified to become colonists in Africa to 
ftny good purpose. How could persona be sent with any 
propriety to civilize others who teanted civilizing themidves? 
Besides, the advocates for the Colonization Society in 
America had no right to send the scum of their pcpulatioii 
to Africa, to breed a moral pestilence there. As far, how- 
ever, as the abolition of tlu slaoe trade concurred in the plan, 
it must be allowed that Liberia ha3 done a groat deal of 
good. But then, thia was the jirtt colony planted, and tho 
people loot there, as Mr. Cresson assured me, wore more 
select. Uany of these had been emancipated a conaiderft- 
ble time before, and had got their own living, knowing 
something of the habits of civilized iife. Sty argument 
relatos only to •ncwly-cmandpaled slaves, who, nccordiug to 
the scheme, were to be hurried off from tho plantations as 
soon as their liberty waa given them. If tho society did 
not take these people, then tho prospectus offered to the 
public had no meaning in it, and slavery could never, ac- 
cording to its promises, be extinguished in the United 
States. 

Since writing the above, I have learned from an Ameri- 
can paper that a skirmish has taken place between the colo- 
nists of Liberia and the people of Gaytoombah's town. 
I know nothing of the causes of this apparently. little war, 
but am grieved to learn, when tho skirmish was over, that 
a most wanton, deliberate, cool-blooded act of butchery 
was practised In/ the missionaries themselves; who boasted 
that, while the people of Gaytoombah's town wcro gather- 
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ing op their dead, they had the " bmi chance qf any to fire 
inio thdr groups, and, when they had torned their backs, to 
. pqfper their hams with buck shoti" This was too bad, and 
contrary to the usages of war among civilized nations ; 
but to rejoice in, to boast qf^ix) make a joke of such a mtQ> 
deroos deed, belonged oiJy to savages ; and yet these men 
were, we repeat, missionaries, disciples of the Prince of Peace, 
and perhaps kading men in the colony. What effect such 
barbarous conduct will have upon the natives, to prevent 
1 future colonies from being settled on . their coast, we may 

i perhaps live to see. The news of this massacre will cer- 

tainly be spread by the Eroomen all over the African 
coast, and the Colonization Society may be deprived of the 
power of making further purchases in Africa, except in 
their own immediate vicinity, where they may have done 
acme good. If this should ever be the case, they may bid 
fitrewell to their future hopes. Where, then, will they 
provide land on this continent for three millions of eman* 
.cipated slaves 7 

But I have not done with the subject yet Mr. Cresson 
had scarcely left England the last time when new informal 
tion was given me on this same subject by two American 
I gentlemen of the very highest moral reputation, by which 

I was led to suppose two things — either that I had mis- 
taken Mr. Cresson in his numerous conversations with mo, 
or that he had allowed me to entertain e^oneous impres- 
\ sions without correcting them. It was true, as my two 
'^^ friends informed me, that there had actually been a great 
sUr or agitation in the United States on this subject, and 
quite as extensive and general as Mr. Cresson had repre- 
sented it to be ; but that the cause of it was not a reUgious 
feeling, as I had been led to imagine, by which the plant- 
era had been convinced of (he nn of slavery, but a .Jiiase feel- 
ing of fear, which seemed to pervade all of :;^em, and 
whidi urged them togeiriiof.the Jree^peopU if color hy 
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86ndiAg them to Afirica. These people were more know* 
ing, intelligent, and caltiyated than the slavesi and, it was 
beliered, were likely to join them, and be rery nsefol to 
them in the case of an insurrection ; so that, if these were 
once fairly sent oat of the country, they, the planters, 
might the more safely rule their then slaves with a rod of 
iron. This information was accompanied by an account, 
by way of proof, taken from American newspapers, of dif- 
ferent meetings held by the friends of the Colonizatioxi 
Society in different states of the Union, and of the 
speeches made there. It appeared fit)m these speeches 
that the most violent supporters of this society loere ^MEcmt* 
ers themsdves ; and that the speakers did not hesitate to 
hold out the monstrous and hateful proposition, that the 
negroes were not men and vxnnen, but that they belonged 
to the brute creation. It was impossible to read these 
speeches, which were so many public documents, and not 
perceive that the persons then assembled were no friends, 
but bitter enemies, to the whole African race, and that 
nothing in the way of good intentions towards the negro 
could be expected from them. It is unnecessary for me to * 
attempt to describe what my feelings were upon this occa- 
sion. I will only say that I saw the scheme — shall I say 
the diabolical scheme? — with new eyes, and that the new 
light thus thrown upon it, added to itiQ two arguments be- 
fore mentioned, determined me to wash my hands clean for^ 
ever of the undertaking. 

With respect to my dear and revered friend Mr. Wil- 
berforce, I will tell you what was his opinion on the sub- 
ject. He saw Mr. Cresson through my introduction, and 
having heard patiently all that Mr. Oresson had to say in 
favor of his scheme, put this important question to Urn : 
'' Why, when the government of the United States have 
millions of acres of land, whole states, indeed, at their 
disposal, why do you send them to Africa for a new 
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home, when you can . locate them in the country in 
which they were bom, and to which they have a claim, 
by birthright, and on account of services to the com- 
munity?^ Mr. Cresson never answered this question 
80 as to satisfy Mr. Wilberforce, and Mr. Wilberforce 
would not stir a step till it was answered. Hia opinion 
was, thatj if Congress were composed of just and honest 
men, they would locate these slaves in a territory neigh- 
boring to their own, and make a separate state of them, 
and have them represented on the floor of Congress ; or 
that they would send them to a great distance, making an 
allied state of them there, and sending proper o£Scers and 
magistrates with them, to live among them, and to put 
them in the way of governing themselves. But he gave the 
preference to the former measure. He always thought 
that there was something hidden in Mr. Cr^sson's plan; 
which was purposely concealed. 

I have now given you my reasons for having once pat- 
ronized the Colonization Society and then deserted it, and 
hope yon will consider them satisfactory. 
I am, dear sir, with great esteem,' 

Very truly and cordially yours, 

Thoxas Clabkson. 
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